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Sermon for next week

Needless Grief

(Mark 16:10-11)

6145

“She went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping.
When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it.”

One finds graphic expressions

throughout the book of Mark. It's
written as though Mark painted the
interior of this book like a beautiful
artist. In today’s verses we see Mary
Magdalene among choice company,
“those who had been with Him”. We
know many of individuals, and it’s
interesting to observe what they are
doing, and how they bear their grief.
These select people that Mary went
and reported to were Jesus' disciples.
They were the one’s who saw His
ministry, heard His preaching, and
experienced His presence and power
for more than three years. Let’s take in
our hearts the wonderful picture Mark
has presented to us here and carefully
view the details.

An outstanding feature that comes to

focus is that Jesus’ disciples are
shown as a sorrowful assembly. This
company of people are still sad, “they
were mourning and weeping” (v. 10).
What a scene! We see a common
mourning, abundantly expressed by
tears and moaning. The very day that
Jesus resurrected, the disciples’ hearts
were sad. Of course, they mourned
because they had believed in Jesus,
and loved Him; and therefore they
were concerned at what had happened
They cried because they felt great loss
in losing Him. They grieved because
they had seen His suffering and death.
Their hearts were sad because they
remembered their faulty conduct
toward Him, and because their hopes
concerning Him were disappointed.
Moreover, they lamented because they
were utterly bewildered as to what was
now to be done, seeing their leader
was gone.

In considering the death of Jesus,

there is just cause for mourning. We
can mourn for Him, since our sins
occasioned His death. Yet, let us
mourn righteously. All too often in
practicing our faith, in living the
Christian life, we express unnecessary

Mary came with the best of news.

She declared the resurrection of our divine Lord.

This news should remove the cause of our sorrow. It

should assures us of the help of our living Redeemer,

“After a little while the world will see Me no more,

but you will see Me;

because | live, you will live also” (Jn. 14:19).

This great news secures our own personal resurrection,

sorrow when we should have peace.
We boldly proclaim our Christianity in
sorrow during times of joy. We
needlessly grieve when we should be
rejoicing.

Mark colors a lovely portrait of a
Mary
Magdalene came and told Jesus’

consoling  messenger.
disciples that He had risen, and had
appeared to her. That’s the best
message! She was one of them. The
witnesses to our Lord's resurrection
were in the same category of trust as
His disciples. They were people that
all the world could safely believe.
They were not strangers, but
individuals well known to those who
heard them. Mary came with the best
of news. She declared the resurrection
of our divine Lord. This news should
remove the cause of our sorrow. It
should assures us of the help of our
living Redeemer, “After a little while
the world will see Me no more, but
you will see Me; because I live, you
will live also” (Jn. 14:19). This great
news secures our own personal
resurrection, “But each in his own

order: Christ the first fruits, after that
those who are Christ’s at His coming™
(1 Cr. 15:23). Plus, it brings us
personal justification, “He who was
delivered over because of our
transgressions, and was raised because
of our justification” (Rm. 4:25).
Mary Magdalene was not believed
by Jesus® disciples, “When they
heard that He was alive and had been
seen by her, they refused to believe it”
(v. 11). Unbelief tends to be chronic.
The disciples had not believed the
Lord when He foretold His own
resurrection, and so they do not believe
an eyewitness who reported it.
Unbelief can also be cruelly unjust.
The disciples’ made Mary Magdalene
a liar, and yet all of them esteemed her.
There is a reassuring reflection in
Mark’s drawing. We are not the only
persons who have moaned. We are not
the only messengers who have been
rejected. We are sure beyond all doubt
of the resurrection of Christ. Amen!
The evidence of Christ’s resurrection is
more abundant than that which
testifies to any other great historical

event. The apostles so believed it as to
die as witnesses of it. Although they
were very slow to be convinced, that
which forced them to believe should
have the same effect on us. We, of all
people, have the most ample reason for
Jjoy concerning our Lord!

Today’s bible verses should remind

us to not think too mournfully of our
Lord’s passion. Let's not be too
mournful about anything, now that we
know that we have a living Savior for
our friend. Jesus is our Savior! He is
our Friend! What a wonderful,
wonderful truth. Jesus is human and
He is divine. As a human, He becomes
our Friend. As divine, He becomes our
Savior as God. He asks us to follow
Him. What a soft and encouraging
order. Even when we mourn, for the
best and worst reasons, He still loves
us, and will continue to love us to the
end of the world and forever beyond.
He asks us to deny ourselves, take our
cross, and follow Him. He has
overcome the world.

My dear friends, how many times do

you sorrow when you should be
rejoicing. Paul mentioned to the
Philippian church while he was in a
Roman jail for us to rejoice, rejoice,
and rejoice. I repeat his request, and
ask you to rejoice in Jesus Christ,
Think about the wonderful life we
have, the eternal and glorious life with
our Lord Jesus. Do you really believe
He has risen? Do you really believe
that He died for you and is preparing
an eternal home for you in heaven? Do
you realize how eager He is for you to
come to Him? Why are you
mouming? Open your heart and let the
blessing of His peace come to you.
Proclaim His peace to others. As the
year 2001 moves forward, 1 hope and
pray for all my congregation members
10 be witnesses of peace. Amen. W
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