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THE IMPORTANCE OF REMEMBERING

Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls,
yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.
"The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
he enables me to go on the heights. For the director of music. On my stringed instruments.
(Habakkuk 3:17~19)

here’s no doubt we are living in the end times! Our world's

economic, political, and religious fabrics are filthy. Natural
and unnatural disasters are tearing our world apart. The level of
human sinfulness is increasing; violence, inequity, and
wickedness are rampant. Evil situations surround God's people,
very much like what Habakkuk experienced before
Nebuchadnezzar first invaded Judah. Habakkuk was not a famous
prophet, but God commissioned him to announce His intention to
punish Judah by their coming deportation into Babylon. Habakkuk
didn’t understand why God was allowing wicked practices to
continue in Judah, “How long, O Lord, must | call for help, but
you do not listen? Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!” but you do not
save? Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you
tolerate wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; there is
strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and
justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the rightecus, so that
justice is perverted”(Hab. 1:2~4). Besides not understanding why
God was permitting the increase of evil in Judah to go
unpunished, Habakkuk also didn’t understand how God could
justify using Babylonians, a people more wicked than the Jews,
to punish the Jews, " Why are You silent while the wicked
swallow up those more righteous than themselves?“(Hab. 1:13).
Habakkuk trusted God, yet was perplexed. Many of today's
Christians are feeling exactly the same way because they see the
world intent only upon dishonest gain, and on shedding innocent
blood and on practicing oppression and extortion. They see
Churches distorting God's Word; emphasizing physical
improvements like happiness and success. They see misguided
believer's not practicing true faith; striving for worldly riches. Our
God is the author of spiritual transformation!

Right now, we're living in a world where the majority of
Christians don't practice their faith. There is no righteousness in
our governments. Humanity is falling deeper into sin. The earth is
filled with disasters. Church leaders are forgetting to look at the
Bible, but instead focusing on the dire situations in front of them.
Things don't look good now, and the future outlook is even
worse. However, if you turn to the Bible and read the first and
last few verses of Habakkuk, you can hardly believe it is the
same author. What changed? When Habakkuk remembered the
person, power, and purpose of God, his faith enabled him to
proclaim, “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no

grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields
praduce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no
cattle in the stalls, yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will be joyful in
God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my
feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.
For the director of music. On my stringed instruments”(Hab.
3:17~19).

Habakkuk begins in a frantic state of doubt because of the
horrendous circumstances in which he lived, but by the time he
concludes he is filled with such peace and trust because he
honestly knows that no matter what happens we can rejoice in
the Lord. My heart and your heart can experience this peace,
even through today’s difficult times. This is a real security | feel
Christians of our day want to experience. Aren't you tired of
witnessing receding faith, flabby commitments, and our dull
spiritual routines? One of the key components of Habakkuk's
breakthrough involved the power of remembering. He lived in dry
times when God's grace and comfort were difficult to see,
exactly like our situation right now. Haven't you been through a
season like that? God knows life in this world can be a series of
spiritual mountain tops and deep valleys. Our spiritual highs make
it easier for us to find contentment, but when we go for long
stretches with very little sense of God's closeness, God has
taught us to rely on our memory. We need to remember God's
person, power, and purpose in order to invigorate our faith.

Today's Lord’s Supper stands as a memory aid beyond
compare! It is the regular opportunity God provides for us to
remember. God's love has not changed since His Son died on the
cross. In fact, the Lord's Supper is so packed with the meaning of
His love that it provides the very real possibility of creating a life
changing ‘before and after’ experience each time we eat and
drink it. Only you know the ‘before’ condition of your heart, but
as you reflect and remember Jesus Christ, God's hope is that the
Spirit will steer something within you that you will not go home
unchanged. Jesus commands us to partake in Communion, “Do
this in remembrance of Me"(Lk. 22:19). Remembering the past,
present, and future results of Jesus Christ's death gives us hope.
We have the same hope as He has. The Lord’s Supper
strengthens our faith. Please my dear friend, don't ever give up.
Whatever your situation, come now and join the Lord's Table and
receive the strength, hope, and peace of eternal life. Amen. |4
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