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| Sermon for next week |

EASTERN
MAGI

“--®And having heard the
king, they went their way;
and lo, the star, which they
had seen in the east, went
on before them, until it
came and stood over where
the Child was. ""And when
they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. ""And they came
into the house and saw the
Child with Mary His
mother; and they fell down
and worshiped Him; and
opening their treasures
they presented to Him gifts
of gold and frankincense
and myrrh.” (Matthew
2:1~11)

5]

Sermon for next week

The theme of Matthew’s gospel is Christ the King. Its
opening chapter traces the genealogy of Jesus the
Messiah to David, thus establishing His claim and right to
the throne. Consequently, in this gospel, Jesus is often
spoken of as the Son of David, and the One who fulfills the
Old Testament prophecies of Messiah. This distinctive
approach answered the questions the Jews asked
concerning Jesus of Nazareth who claimed to be their
Messiah. God foretold His people that their Messiah
would come from David (2 Sa. 7:16 ; Is. 9:7), and in
Matthew the proof that the King of kings had come was
made certain.

After proclaiming Christ's kingly background and the
announcement of His special birth, the Gospel of Matthew
mentions that when Jesus was born a great, great
question came before the King of Judea, “Where is He
who has been born King of the Jews?”. This great
question came from Gentiles, the magi from the east, not
Jews. These wise men “saw His star in the east” and
came to the palace in Jerusalem “to worship Him". Their
perspectives on worshipping Christ reveal the meaning of
Christmas. Therefore, as this church and its members
prepare to commemorate the birth of Christ, let us also
keep in our hearts and minds its true meaning.

Indeed, the King of kings’ birth in a manger is a
contradictory event. The heavenly side was in respectable
order, but the earthly side was certainly muddled. God
promised His people, the Jews, that the Messiah would be
born in Bethlehem of Judea (Mi. 5:2). They should have
prepared for His arrival, so that the Gentiles could have the
opportunity to mock them for their zeal. This was the
proper order, but they neglected it. Instead, the Gentiles
followed protocol in their adoration of the baby. They
believed in the meaning of the star. They focused their
sights on it, and followed it all the way to Jerusalem. Once
there, they asked the earthly king the great question of
where his heavenly King was. The king and all Jerusalem
with him were troubled. After consulting with the chief
priests and scribes, the king told the magi that the Messiah
was to be born in Bethlehem of Judea. Even though the
King of kings did not have loyal followers or royal lodgings,
the eastern magi still followed the star to worship the Son
of David, the King of all kings. They walked toward
Bethlehem, “and the star, which they had seen in the east,
went on before them until it came and stood over the place
where the Child was”.

The eastern magi “rejoiced exceedingly with great joy”
when they saw the star again. Their hearts were filled with
the deep desire to worship the King of kings. They did not
know His name, but they believed He was the promised
Messiah, the King of kings. As the star shone down upon
the place of Messiah, they entered the house. “They saw
the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground
and worshiped Him”. Here is the meaning of Christmas.
We as a church, and as individual believers, should worship
Christ, Instead of focusing on the fun of parties and gifts,
we should focus on the reverence of Jesus the Messiah,
the King of kings! How many people, in this church, are
really worshipping Christ this Christmas? How many
people, here today, really believe that Jesus is the
promised Messiah? How many of you, right now, are
following the same protocol as the magi?

The wise men opened their treasures and “presented to
Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh”. The early
church Fathers understood the gold to be symbolic of
Christ's deity, the frankincense of His purity, and the myrrh
of His death (since it was used for embalming). The main
idea was that these were gifts worthy of a king. Their
meaning is significant. When you walk into this church,

does your heart cry out, “Where is He who has been
born King of the Jews? | want to give Him all my
treasure!” True Christians desire to give everything to
Christ the King.

The eastern magi did not have the apportunity to study
the Bible. They were not descendants of Abraham. Their
faith came through the historical stories of God's work in
Egypt, the Jordan River, and the Passover told to them by
travelers. Even though the nations of Israel and Judah had
fallen, and the city of Jerusalem was under Roman control,
still these magi believed in the King of kings. They asked
the greatest biblical guestion with the greatest practice of
faith. Often times, we as Christians respect the promised
Messiah in the same ways as the king of Judah, chief
priests, and believers did during the magi’s visit. We really
insult Christ, and neglect our privileged position.

King Herod, whose family, though nominally Jewish, was
in reality Edomite. He was not a direct descendant of
David. However, when the magi asked him the great
question, he became scared because he knew the Bible.
He knew deep down inside that someday the promised
Messiah would come, and he was not ready to give up his
kingship. As such, he deceived the magi because he
secretly wanted to kill Messiah. This situation is a reality of
the 21st century. Whenever real Christians today practice
their faith by emphasizing the Bible and cross, the world
tries to persecute them.

During this Christmas season, as we talk about the Bible,
there are those among us who talk about Christmas but
really, inside they are insulting the Messiah. Their
customs, traditions, rituals, and even intelligence ignore
Jesus. True believers saw the star and followed it. They
asked the great question, and with certain evidence, they
followed and proclaimed their faith. They believed the
Messiah was the King of the Jews. They looked for
evidence, and found it. They acted upon it, and came to
worship. Their words to the king of Judea were an
amazing confession of their belief. They had the great

. conclusion in their hearts. They did not worry about the

physical dangers, financial cost, or precious time required
for their journey. Their focus was on Christ, and it did not
change. They wanted to give Him their treasure. As a
result, they came to Jerusalem to witness the mystery of
God in the presence of King Herod, and finally were able to
meet and worship Jesus Christ.

My dear friends, God told Abraham to look toward the
heavens, and count the stars, for He was going to bless
him with the same amount of descendants(see Gn. 15:5).
Today, we have “the prophetic word made more sure, to
which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises
in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1:19). Jesus said, “l am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star” (Rv.
22:16). Amen. The eastern magi saw the star. They didn't
just talk about it, but they took a risk, they took their life
and wealth, and moved toward it. They followed Jesus.
Their great question and purpose presented in the palace
of Jerusalem, “Where is He who has been born King of
the Jews? Forwe saw His star in the east and have come
to worship Him", is the meaning of Christmas. They
worshipped the Messiah. If you are really looking for
Jesus this Christmas season, follow the star. Focus on
Messiah! Don't just talk about Him, like King Herod and
the high priests, for none of them followed Him. They just
quarreled over non-essentials, but nong of them
worshipped Him. Let's worship the King of kings, and
prepare our hearts to follow Him wherever He leads. This
is the meaning of Christmas. 4
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