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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

BEHOLD, | AM MAKING ALL THINGS NEW

' Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no
longer any sea. «-++ “And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” And He said,
“Write, for these words are faithful and true.” “Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.
?“He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.”
(Revelation 21:1~7)

veryone likes new things. People get bored with old things, and

buy new things all the time. New things are initially exciting, but
eventually become old things and get dull. Even when someone
buys an antique, which is already old but new to the person buying
it, he or she eventually loses that first thrill. Everyone discovers
that new things just do not remain new for long. In today's Bible
passage, God talks about making new things that remain new
forever, How exciting is that? At the beginning of the Bible, God
made all new things, and even after humankind messed it up and
continues to mess it up, He still continued and continues to make
new things. At the end of the Bible, when the end of this age
comes, earth, heaven, and life as we know it will completely pass
away because God is making a new kind of new. Everything new
that God is making is for His kingdom. Let us look at some of the
new things occurring today, and the special new things we can
expect in the near future.

God makes new things on those who receive Jesus Christ. Right
now, when someone receives Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior,
they receive a new life with a new power to live it. They become a
child of God, "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His
name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor
of the will of man, but of God."(Jn. 1:12~13) Every sinner, no
exclusions, who comes to faith in Jesus becomes a new creature
with a new nature and has a new hope, “Therefare if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold,
new things have come." Jesus wipes away and forgives all sin.
Believers get a new record that remains clean through repentance.
They also get a new perspective. All the things that person loved
before lose their appeal because spiritual insight is different than
worldly insight. Unbelievers cannot see God's work, only believers
in Christ have that new ability, just as only believers in Christ
receive a new heavenly home. Paul explained this mystery to the
Colossians, "Of this church | was made a minister according to the
stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that |
might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the
mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and
generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom
God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory."(Col. 1:25~27) New things begin at new birth, and new birth
begins when a person places their faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus said,
"Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." (Jn. 3:5)

God will make new things when Christ returns. Paul told the
Corinthians, “Now | say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the

imperishable. Behold, | tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but
we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on
immortality.”(1 Cor. 15:50~53) When Jesus comes again, all
believers will be changed. He further describes to the
Thessalonians, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive
and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the
Lord."(1 Thes. 4:16~17) Whether we are alive or have already died,
when Jesus returns our old bodies will be changed to forever new
ones. Most of us will leave this life with few if any teeth, little hair,
and many wrinkles, but when Christ comes back to this earth all
that will immediately change. Every part of our old body will be
made brand new and built to last forever. 1 John 3:2 says,
"Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as
yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be
like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” That is exciting!
The fortunate Christians will never die. They will be instantly
changed like Jesus.

God will make new things when He rebuilds the universe. He is
going to make a new earth and a new heaven (v. 1), and even a
new Jerusalem.(v. 2) He is going to dwell among His people (v. 3),
and "He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will
no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”(v. 4) God is
going to make “all things new"(v. 5) He told John, “It is done. | am
the Alpha and _the Omega, the beginning and the end. | will give to
the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without
cost. "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and | will be his
God and he will be My son."(vv. 6~7) The present creation will be
destroyed so that it may be cleansed from all the effects of sin, and
the heavenly city of Jerusalem will be the abode of all the saints.
People will enjoy a new intimacy with God and the elimination of
those sorrows that sin brings.

Have you been made new by receiving Jesus Christ? My dear
brothers and sisters, are you ready for Christ's return? Do you
actually have joy and excitement in your heart for the new things to
come? All these new things are not just talk, not just a dream, they
are real because Jesus is real. He died for you, so that you would
not perish but have eternal life. He died so you could have
everything new that God is making. | hope you are ready for
Christ’s second coming, for the enjoyment of the best new things
ever. Amen. 4
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