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Sermon for Next Sunday

e S L

YOUR ATTITUDE

SYour attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
©Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, -
"that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth

and under the earth, "and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:5~11)

ttitude is typically reflected in behavior. How we think defines

who we are, and is usually displayed by how we act. The way
wae deal with other people really depends upon their actions. We tend
to judge others based upon their verbal and physical expressions.
Although we can't read people’s minds completely, we are actually
pretty good at figuring out what they're thinking or feeling based
upon their conduct. Of course, this isn’t always the case. Take for
example people who say one thing but do another. The Bible tells us
that such double-minded people are “unstable” in all their ways (Jam.
1:8). Today's Bible verses teach us that we should have the same
kind of humble attitude as Jesus. What is Jesus' way of thinking?
Jesus' mind-set is always centered on God's point of view, which
makes His humility pure and righteous.

Jesus calls to the world, “Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls”(Mt. 11:28~29). You need to answer this calll Only
Jesus has the very things your soul needs. We are all born sinfully
selfish, and until we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior by faith we
cannot begin to imitate His manners. Jesus knows what your needs
are and He alone is graciously able to provide them. Paul describes
how Christians should imitate Christ in Romans 15:1~3, “We who are
strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please
ourselves, Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build
him up. For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written:
‘The insults of those wheo insult you have fallen on me.”” Without
Jesus, our way of thinking is sinfully self-centered, not God-centered.
Our conduct can only be controlled by the Word of God, which
commands us, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his
eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the
Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but
the man who does the will of God lives forever”(1 Jn. 2:15~17). Why
not love the world? Why not love the things in the world? Loving the
world and the things in it is the opposite of doing the will of God. The
Bible simply teaches us to love God, not earthly things.

Letting Jesus control your heart changes your position. 2
Corinthians 5:15~17 say, "And he died for all, that those who live
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them
and was raised again. So from now on we regard no one from a
worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way,
we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” Jesus died on a
cross for your sins. He asks you to live for Him, not for your flesh. He
changes you. Your way of thinking is finished when you follow Jesus,
and His way of thinking takes hold, “For God did not give us a spirit of
timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline”(2 Tim.
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1:7). You can look at earthly people and not be scared, but rather want
to help save them. Paul instructed the Philippian church to have
hearts like Jesus. The most valuable thing to the world is earthly
treasures, but as a Christian you know the most valuable thing is
Jesus Christ. Romans 7:24~25 say, “What a wretched man | am!
Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, | myself in my mind am a
slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.”
Jesus changes your very nature and sets you free. This is real! Jesus
truly changes your life, “because through Christ Jesus the law of the
Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death”(Rom. 8:2). If
you try and live by your own means, you'll find trouble. This situation
is so sad and frustrating, and many people end up committing
suicide, hurting others, or living in constant depression. If you live in
Christ, you'll find freedom and peace. Oh, give thanks to the Lord and
praise Him forever and ever,

Obeying Jesus with faith changes your way of behaving. Jesus and
the Father are one. When you listen to the Father, you listen to Jesus.
Jesus became incarate when He left heaven for this earth, “Who,
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to
death—even death on a cross!"(Phil. 2:6~8). Jesus took God's way to
save the people of this earth. How lovely is that? He became the
sacrifice needed for our salvation, "For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). Jesus shows us God's way. He
even revealed the way to heaven, “"Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father”(Phil. 2:9~11). If you follow
Jesus, then He will lead you to the kingdom of God. Hallelujah!
Whoever is born again in Christ will overcome this earth, “for
everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that
has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the
world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God”(1 Jn.
5:4~5). If you believe Jesus is the Son of God, you will overcome all
obstacles and have victory.

Dear my friend, how much suffering are you enduring? Living in this
world with the responsibilities of work, family, and basic survival is
challenging. You can find comfort, peace, and true victory in Jesus.
What kind of attitude do you have? If you give up your way of thinking
and submit to Jesus and obey His commands then you will have
ultimate victory and surely go to the kingdom of God. Isn‘t that
something to be truly thankful for? Please deny yourself, take your
cross, and follow Jesus all the way to heaven. Amen. 4
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