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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

LISTEN TO HIM

While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold,

a voice out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased;
listen to Him!"” (Matthew 17:5)

verybody listens to somebody. To whom do you listen? Everyday

different voices surround you. Some are good, leading you on the
narrow path toward heaven, and some are bad, guiding you down the
broad way toward hell. As you live this life, you hear things from
many people. When it comes to advice, | hope most of you prefer
listening to someone who is wise rather than someone who is
foolish. Take a moment to think about to whom you listen, and write
them down on a sheet of paper. Now, look at your list. Who is at the
top? Is it a family member, friend, colleague, or famous person?

In today's Bible verse, three of Jesus' disciples (Peter, John, and
James) heard God's voice. They had followed Jesus to the top of a
high mountain. Right before their eyes, He transfigured; His face
shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as light. They
saw the Lord in His body of glory talking with Moses and Elijah. As
Jesus was speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
out of the cloud began to speak to them. It was God's voice. God
said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well-pleased; listen
to Him!" Do you listen to Jesus Christ? So many Christians do not
listen to Jesus. They will listen to whoever gives them favors, like
their parents or church friends, but not to Jesus. During this Lent
season, you should seriously think about listening to Jesus Christ. He
should be at the top of your list,

After telling the parable about the man who left ninety-nine sheep
in a field to find one lost sheep, Jesus said, “| tell you that in the
same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance” (Lk. 15:7). He also said, “In the same way, | tell you,
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents”{Lk. 15:10). Jesus looks for the lost sinners. They are very
important to Him. He searches for the lowly. Who do you look for?
Maost people prefer meeting the wealthy, beautiful, and well known,
not the poor sinners. Do you proclaim Jesus Christ to the poor
people, so that they can repent and receive salvation? What is
important to you determines who you look for. Nowadays, Christians
spend more time looking at the television, internet, and newspapers
than for those in need of Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My word, and
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into
judgment, but has passed out of death into life”(Jn. 5:24). Do you
believe in God? Do you really believe in His word? Believing in God
and listening to Jesus Christ are what being a Christian is about.
God’s word tells you, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). Jesus saves sinners. He gives them

eternal life. Do you really understand His importance? Do you really
understand the importance of listening to Him? It is literally a matter
of life and death, “And you were dead in your trespasses and
sins"(Eph. 2:1).

During this Lent season, | want you to take the time and read the
four gospels (Mattew, Mark, Luke, and John), paying careful attention
to what Jesus said. Think about His words, and ask yourself whether
you are really practicing them in your life. Why did Jesus humble
Himself to leave heaven and come to earth? He came to save
sinners. He wants you to repent. If you do not listen to Him, you
cannot repent. People who do not listen to Jesus are "darkened in
their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their
heart”(Eph. 4:18). Real trouble comes to you when you do not listen
to Jesus. If your work, school, family, friends, or whatever is going on
in your life is more important than Jesus is, you are in trouble.

If you want to listen to Jesus, then read your Bible. Many pecple
look at the Bible as a good thing, but if they read it without finding
Jesus, they will not be able to understand it. John 5:39 tells you,
"You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have
eternal life; it is these that bear witness of Me."” The whole Bible tells
the story of Jesus. If you miss Him, then there is no way for you to
understand what you are reading. If you search for Jesus, then the
Holy Spirit will come into the deepest parts of your heart and open up
your spiritual eyes. He will help you to understand what Jesus says,
so that you can hear His voice. If you do not believe then this cannot
happen, “But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.
My sheep hear My veice, and | know them, and they follow Me" (Jn.
10:26&27). Do you know why people do not listen to Jesus? It is
because they do not think they are sheep. They see themselves as
something more beautiful. They are not humble, and refuse to place
themselves in such a lowly position. Their pride’ keeps them from
Jesus.

Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father but through Me"(Jn. 14:6). There are not many
ways to the Father in heaven, only One-through Jesus. You need
Jesus. You need Him more than you need anyone or anything else in
your life. God's voice instructs you to listen to Jesus. If you can hear
God's voice, then listen to Jesus, for God wants you to listen to Him!
This Lent, please concentrate on what Jesus has said. He cried out,
“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes
in Me, as the Scripture said, Fram his innermost being will flow rivers
of living water.” Amen. {4
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