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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

UNASHAMEDNESS OF THE GOSPEL

"9For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
" For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,
“BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”
(Romans 1:16~17)

n today's Bible verses Paul confessed that he was not

embarrassed nor did he feel the need to apologize about the
gospel. Befare he met Jesus, he was very ashamed. In fact, he
hated the gospel because he thought it went against Moses' Law.
His dislike was so strong that he helped kill Stephen and persecuted
many Christians. After he met Jesus on the road to Damascus, his
viewpoint completely changed. What did he learn that was so
different from what he previously knew?

Paul learned that the gospel, the good news, is from God Himself.

It wasn't something that man made up. It wasn't a new craze that
one of his colleagues or synagogue members created. Jesus came
to this earth from heaven and became human. He fulfilled all the
Old Testament prophecies concerning His birth, death, and
resurrection. Paul said, “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus,

who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and

sanctification and redemption”(1Cor. 1:30). God planned and
performed the giving of His grace and mercy. Romans 11:33~34
say, "Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and
unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who became His counselor?” If you believe God's good news,
then you will receive all the amazing blessings that come with it.
Becoming a Christian in today's world means that you will
experience shame from unbelievers. You might not be accepted in
some social circles, some people may treat you badly, you may lose
your job, and you may even be hated by neighbors and colleagues.
Like Paul, Peter also learned that the good news came from God.
He confessed, “In all this, they are surprised that you do not run
with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign
you; but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead"(1Pet. 4:4~5). Knowing that the gospel comes
from God Himself makes Christians unashamed.

Paul learned that the gospel, the good news, is the power of God
to save all believers, "For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek”(Rom. 1:16). The gospel was not
designed by God to make you feel good or look good. It is not the
secret to earthly success or fame. When you believe in the gospel
there is power to save you. Salvation is all about the forgiveness of
your sins. It solves your death problem. It changes you into a child
of God. Salvation is for all who believe, “For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding
in riches for all who call on Him; for whoever will call on the name
of the Lord will be saved”(Rom. 10:12~13). Jesus said, “He who
believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will
flow rivers of living water'"(Jn. 7:38). God'’s desire is for all humans

to be saved, “who desires all men to be saved and to come.to the
knowledge of the truth”(1Tim. 2:4). Truthfully, there are no words or
expressions that can really describe just how powerful the gospel
is. This great gospel is offered by Jesus freely, “The Spirit and the
bride say, “Come."” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And
let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the
water of life without cost”(Rev. 22:17). All you can do is accept it.

Paul learned that the gospel, the good news, is the revelation of
God's righteousness, “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man shall live
by faith"”(Rom. 1:17). God revealed His mighty righteousness in the
gospel. All humans are born with a serious problem. That problem is
sin. Those who come to the Lord with their own goodness, effort,
and righteousness cannot receive the gospel. Even within the
church there are people who wrongly think that if they live a good
life, do little harm to others, and practice what they think is good
that they will somehow find favor with God and receive His grace.
Jesus clearly said, "For | say to you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven”(Mt. 5:20). He also said, “Therefore you are to
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect”(Mt. 5:48). Honestly,
do you know of anyone that can be like that? No human being can
succeed on their own to such standards. God provided a way! His
way not only reveals His righteousness, but imparts it to those who
believe in Jesus, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our
behalf, so that we might become the righteocusness of God in
Him"(2Cor. 5:21). This is the secret of heaven. This is the good
news. This is the gospel that can make us righteous in front of God.
The solution to the human problem is faith. Whoever believes in
Jesus will find salvation, “and through Him everyone who believes
is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through
the Law of Moses"(Acts 13:39). Romans 3:28 clarifies, “For we
maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the
Law.” The Law of Moses was like a disciplinarian, but Jesus Christ
is the real teacher, “Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead
us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24).

My dear friend, Paul learned three very important concepts about
the gospel, which is-why he was not ashamed of it. If you know
that the gospel comes from God, is the power of God for salvation,
and that it reveals God's great righteousness, then your faith will be
strengthened to face the trials and tribulations of everyday living. Do
you believe in the gospel like that? Truly everyone who does is
extremely blessed. The gospel brings life and is the most
praiseworthy news anyone can receive. | hope you take full
advantage of the opportunities given to you to share this wonderful
message. Amen. i
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