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Sermon for next week

Children of Promise

n today’s Bible verses, Paul explains
Ihow we are justified by faith using
an allegory, the story of Abraham’s
two sons. He says, “And you brethren;
like Isaac, are children of promise” (v.
28). He uses the word “brethren” to
refer to members of God'’s family. Paul
wants members of God’s family to
know that they are not like children
bom from a bondwoman, but they are
like children born from a free woman.
They are like Isaac, children of
promise. This carries an important
message concerning salvation by faith,
not human effort. Certain Jewish
Christians were teaching the Galatians
that merit-salvation through obedience
to the law of Moses was necessary.
Paul vehemently argued against this
heresy. He proclaimed the doctrine of
justification by faith plus nothing, and
of sanctification by the Holy Spirit, not
the Mosaic Law. He explains this
wonderful truth by drawing lessons
from the Genesis account of
Abraham’s sons and the significance
of God’s promise.

What kind of promise touches
children of God? Isaac’s brother,
Ishmael, was fourteen years older than
him. He, too, was Abraham’s son. God
promised Abraham that his
descendants would be blessed, and
Ishmael was his descendant, but he
was not the child of promise. Isaac was
the child of promise. How was it that
Isaac became the child of promise and
not Ishmael? Ishmael was born
naturally, and Isaac was born
supernaturally. Rememver Hagar,
Ishmael’s mother? She was young and
able to bear children when she had
Ishmael. Sarah, on the other hand, was
very old and way past childbearing age
when she had Isaac. Ishmael was born
through ordinary means, but Isaac was
born through miraculous means
because of God's promise. As such,
Christians are not children of nature,
but they are children of supernature.

What does it mean to be a child of
supernature? It means that believers
are treated like Isaac. Isaac and
Ishmael were brothers that had two
different mothers but the same father.
Abraham, their father, treated each one

(Galatians 4:28-31)

“And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise”

differently. Isaac received special
treatment from Abraham. just as we
receive special treatment from our
Father God. Amen! Ishmael treated
Isaac bad, “‘But as at that time he who
was born according to the flesh
persecuted him who was born
according to the Spirit, so it is now
also™ (v. 29). Sarah Kicked out Hagar
and Ishmael because Ishmael mocked
Isaac (Gn. 21:9-10). Spiritual children
(promised children) have to expect
persecution from those “born
according to the flesh”. Indeed, we
experience today the same treatment
which Isaac received from Ishmael. If
you are a true child of the Spirit you
can say “Amen!” because you know
this to be so true.

It was during Isaac’s celebration of
being weaned that Ishmael mocked
him (Gn. 21:8). At this time, [saac was
three years old and Ishmael was
seventeen years old. We don’t know
how he mocked him, perhaps he
laughed and made obscene gestures.
‘Whatever the situation, we can expect
the same Kind of mistreatment. We are
going to experience persecution. From
this earth, from the nature of those not
in Christ, the Church and its individual
members suffer persecution. What's
amazing is that we probably suffer
more harm from our half brothers than
we do from total strangers of
unbelievers! Often times believers are
persecuted more from within family
and church than from without. Why?
Just look at Jesus. He was persecuted
by the high priests, scribes, and
Pharisees, as well as from His own
nation of people. Even Paul was
persecuted by church leaders, to the
extent that they wanted to kill him.
The most dangerous enemy of
evangelists are not unbelievers, but
half brothers, those who mix the
gospel with their own authority, fame,
wealth, and spirituality, like Ishmael.

God specifically designated Isaac,
not Ishmael, as heir of the covenant,
“And Abraham said to God, ‘Oh that
Ishmael might live before You!" But
God said, ‘No, but sarah your wife
shall bear you a son, and you shall call
his name Isaac; and I will establish My

covenant with him for an everlasting

Jewish people, but in Jesus Christ
h believes b achild of

covenant for his descend after
him” (Gn. 17:18-19). God wanted 1o
give His promise to covenant people,
His people, the spiritual descendants of
Isaac, God said, “Cast out the
bendwoman and her son, For the son
of the bondwoman shall not be an heir
with the son of the free woman™ (v.
30). Abraham cast out the child of the
bondwoman under God's command
(Gn. 21:12).

As children of God we have to
expect suffering, “and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him so that we may also be glorified
with Him” (Rm. 8:17). In suffering
with Jesus, we have to remember that
we are also glorified with Him. Amen!
If you are a child of God on this earth
and in the church, you will experience
suffering. The reason why is because
you are a child of God, “by glory and
dishonor, by evil report and good
report; regarded as deceivers and yet
true; as unknown yet well-known, as
dying yet behold, we live; as punished
yet not put to death, as sorrowful yet
always rejoicing, as poor yet making
many rich, as having nothing yet
possessing all things” (2 Cr. 6:8-10).
This is the picture of the Christian life.
You take the cross but inside you have
etemnal life. It's sort of life a paradox of
truth, you have the bad side of truth
(suffering dishonor, evil, deceit,
unknown, dying, sorrow, poor) but at
the same time you have the good side
of truth (glory. good, honest, well-
known, life, joy, richness, all things),
Isn’t it wonderful that you are a child
of promise? You expect this life and
understand the great blessings of it. On
this earth no one may know you, but
the living book, the Lamb’s Book of
life, has your name written down in it.
On this earth you are dishonored, but
over there you are glorified.

There are two wonderful things we
receive from Abraham’s covenant. The
first is the inheritance. As children of
promise, we are not natural but
spiritual descendants of Abraham.
Like Isaac, we receive God's
everlasting promise. It's not only for

God. This happens because as
Christians we are children of
Abraham, “And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham's
descendants, heirs according to
promise” (Gal. 3:29). Amen!
Believing in Christ makes the believer
a descendant of Abraham and heir of
the promise of justification by faith.
Isn’t that wonderful? Moreover, we
receive the grace of God. Because of
His grace we are saved. We are saved
because God chose us!

Abraham had two sons, and the
two sons had two mothers, and the two
mothers represent two promises, and
the two promises are Old Testament
and New Testament. and these two
testaments characterized two different
Jerusalem’s (earth and heaven), which
represent law and grace. The Old
Testament gave us the Mosaic Law
and the New Testament gives us the
Promise. The Law is nature and.the
Promise is spiritual freedom. The
religion of Ishmael is natural religion
in which humans have to struggle and
do with their own effort, without God’s
help. But Isaac’s religion is a grace
religion that God created and controls,
Man is too weak by nature to
accomplish self-salvation or self-
sanctification. So how can we (sinful
by nature) come to God (holy by
nature)? There is only one way—
accept the salvation God's grace
makes available through Christ’s death
and resurrection.

How about you? Are you a child of
promise? The Bible tells us, “So, then,
brethren, we are not children of a
bondwoman, but of the free woman™
(v. 31). My fellow christians, we are
like Isaac—children of promise. We do
not stand under the Mosaic Law,
slavery, and the flesh. In Christ, we
stand under the Abrahamic covenant,
the heavenly Jerusalem, the Spirit, and
freedom. Let’s believe in Jesus Christ
and trust only Him. Let's rely on Him
for everything. For through Him we
become children of promise. Amen. |
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