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To be a believer

(Hebrews 3:15-19)

“They were not able to enter because of unbelief.”

author of Hebrews begins today’s verses with
T;;phmse"while it is said”, which refers to what
the Bible says, and what the Bible says concems what
God says. It is by His authority that the following
message is given. ““Today if you hear His voice, do not
harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me™ (v.
15). They refers to Israel.

When you look at verses 7 and 8 in this chapter,
you read, “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says,
Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts
as when they provoked Me”. This wonderful message
comes up twice in this chapter. The first time is meant
for reflection of what happened in the Old Testament.
The second reference is meant for us now, for “Today
if you hear His voice”. This distinction is important.
What God said to Israel was essential, but more
important is what God is now saying to you. Let's
look into the Old Testament to uncover the catastrophe
of unbelief, so that we may not follow the same
example of disobedience. Although God has promised
believers today that they may enter His rest, some may
fail to experience it because of unbelief.

The Israelites were a proud people. They were the
offspring of Abraham and the people who held in their
hands the beautiful Bible that Moses received from
God and had given to them. Not only that, they were
the people who had the privilege to look at the
presence of God in the cloud that led them onward in
their journey to the Promise Land. They experienced
the provisions of God by eating manna from heaven
and having something to drink everyday in the
wildemess. They had a great leader, Moses, and a
great priest, Aaron, and a wonderful server named
Miriam. All the people of Israel had God to care for
them. Everyday they experienced God’s love and
grace, They were the people God called to be His.
What more could they need? They possessed
everything!

How about you? As a Christian, God provides
everything for you. All your needs, not some needs,
but literally all your needs are in His care every day.
Like the Israelites, your life is a jouney toward God'’s
kingdom. His presence, purpose, and plans are with
you in every step. But what do you do? Every day you
complain with your mouth about this or that. That’s
why the Bible says, “Today, if you hear His voice, do
not harden your hearts™. Isn't this absolutely true? Just
a little bit of a hard time in our environment and we
complain. Look at Numbers 14:8, “If the Lord is
pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land
and give it to us—a land which flows with milk and

** honey.” Is this true or not? “The Lord said to Moses,

how long will this people spum Me? And how long
will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs which
I have performed in their midst (Num. 14:11)? These
words of God are very sad. All His works were
pushed aside because of unbelief.

Who was God angry with for 40 years? He was
angry at the Israelites (see v. 17). Were they believers
or unbelievers? Were they God’s people or Gentiles?
As a Christian believer, how much are you unhappy.
angry, or displeased with your life’s difficult
situations? How often are you proud, boastful, and
pretentious about your life’s easy circumstances? The
Israclites were called God’s people. They believed in
God. They knew Him intimately. In their hands they
held the best gift from heaven. Their eyes saw, their
bodies felt, but their mouths complained from anger.
Why is that? Because they didn’t truly believe with
their hearts. Their unbelief led to disobedience, “And
to whom did He swear that they would not enter His
rest, but to those who were disobedient (v. 18)7

Revelation 20:12 says, “And I saw the dead, the
great and the small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened; and another book was opened,
which is the book of life; and the dead were judged
from the things which were written in the books,
according to their deeds.” God has records. He
documents all your acts and deeds. Your deeds are not
by hand but by your mouth, which represents the
things of your heart. So, are you happy and content
because you are a Christian? Do you rejoice in
suffering or complain? “Then death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death,
the lake of fire” (Rv. 20:14). Who receives such
punishment? The people whose hearts are hardened.

Is your hearts soft or stubbom? Think of how soft
and caring is the heart of Jesus. He gave up all
heavenly things. He loves us so much that He came,
not to judge, but to save sinners. Whoever believes in
Him receives eternal life and whoever does not believe
ctemally perishes (see Jn. 3:16-17). “He who believes
in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has
been judged already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of God” (Jn. 3:18).
So, what do you believe? Moses was faithful in God’s
house, “but Christ was faithful as a Son over His
house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our
confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the
end” (Heb. 3:6). We, as believers, are now God's
household, but to enjoy that position requires that we
hold fast to our moorings, “For we have become
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our
assurance firm until the end” (Heb. 3:14). You have to

believe to hold on. Only during your life do you have
this opportunity. There is a limit. We don’t know when
this life ends, whether its today, tomorrow, or
sometime in the future. For some, tomorrow may
never come, just today is available. That's why when
we hear God's words, “Today, if you hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts”, we must take them to
heart. It’s a wonderful invitation that contains
unconditional blessings. The words are promised to
believers.

My dear friend, submit your life to Christ this time,
right now. Without faith you cannot please God, “And
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek Him” (Heb. 11:6). What’s
the most important thing in your life? The answer is
salvation. For those who think comfort, convenience,
enjoyment, and relaxation are more important most
times, that life goes to hell. Did Jesus comes to this
earth to make you comfortable, relaxed, famous, or
wealthy? No, He came to this earth to save your life. Is
this true or not? Oh, how many believers don't hold on
to this truth. Please don’t take your salvation lightly.
Etemal salvation is so important.

In the Israelites actual everyday life they saw
God'’s blessings but chose a hard life. The Bible tells
us, “for with the heart a person believers, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,
resulting in salvation” (Rom. 10:10). Amen! These are
the simultaneous actions of a believer; one inward
(heart) and the other outward (mouth). So many
professed Christians say they believe but their mouths
confess a different truth. God’s Word tells us,
“Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed”
(Rom. 10:11), Are you a believer? For the same Lord
is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon
Him. Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord
will be saved. Faith comes from hearing, and hearing
from the Word of Christ. Are you hearing the word of
Christ? How’s your heart condition?

To be a believer is the most important thing in Jife.
Jesus came to this earth for you, for your heart, life,
eternity, and salvation. The result of sin is death. Jesus
died for you and you have new life, if you believe
from your heart and mouth. This life is but a vapor, so
it is only for a little time that trials and tribulations
confront us. So, don’t complain when so great a
salvation awaits you. Instead, rejoice and praise the
Lord. Can’t you see how much blessing surrounds
you? As one of God’s people, become a believer.
Amen. 4
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