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| sermon for Next Sunday |

TABLE OF THE LORD

“You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons;
you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”
(1 Corinthians 10:21)

t is alarming to see Christians give little notice to the Lord's

Table, while paying close attention to lunch or dinner invitations
with others. They will spend extra time preparing themselves to
sit down with important public figures, like the president of
some company or country, but not with the Lord Jesus Christ.
Celebrating at the Lord's Table is the most important and serious
event of all time. Please do not take it for granted, like the
Corinthians in today's Bible verse. Paul talked to them about the
table of the Lord and the table of demons, which means they did
not understand the difference. Their hearts were misdirected,
not focused on the significance of Jesus' death and resurrection.

Before Paul spoke the words in 1 Corinthians 10:21, the
apostles used the phrase “the breaking of bread” to refer to the
Lord's Table. Acts 2:42 shows that after Pentecost, when Peter
and the rest of the apostles shared the gospel message with
thousands of people, about three thousand of them got baptized,
and continually devoted themselves “to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Luke
24:35 also shows the Emmaus disciples using this expression,
“They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He
was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread”. At this
time, believers used the expression "the breaking of bread”,
instead of the Lord's Table. Paul, for the very first time, used the
phrase “table of the Lord" in today's Bible verse in place of “the
breaking of bread.”

He wanted to emphasize the deep historical, theological, and
eschatological meaning of this holy celebration, so that
Christians could understand its importance, and partake properly.
Whenever “the breaking of bread” or the partaking of “the table
of the Lord" occurs, there is always a vertical relationship with
God and a horizontal fellowship with others. Jesus instituted this
special time of celebration at His last supper with His disciples.
He explained to them that the bread and cup at this meal
represented His body and blood, and He asked them to eat the
bread and drink from the cup in remembrance of Him(see 1 Cor.
11:248&25). He wanted them to experience together the
tremendous blessings of His love through the cross.

Jesus started something new, based upon something old. His
last meal was during Passover. This special time of celebration

began in the Old Testament when Israel received the good news
that death would pass over them if they sacrificed a lamb and
pasted its blood upon their doorpests. The blood of the lamb
saved them from punishment, which was representative of
Jesus' death and resurrection. They became a new nation, with
freedom and many new things, just like Christians become new
creatures, free from sin and filled with new life.

The early church consummated the breaking of bread “on the
first day of the week"(Acts. 20:7), and their regular
remembrance of Christ's death and resurrection is a wonderful
example of the practice of faith. They understood that the bread
and cup, which they ate and drank, represented Jesus” body and
blood. They remembered His death and resurrection during this
special meal because He asked them to. Everyone knows that
human beings need blood in order to sustain life. Jesus died for
our life! His body and blood give us eternal life! He said, “Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink His bloed, you have no life in yourselves”(Jn. 6:53). He
even explained, "As the living Father sent Me, and | live because
of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live because of
Me"(Jn. 8:57). The Lord Jesus gives spiritual fruit to all who
believe in Him, and partake of His Table.

The Bible tells us, “For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes”(1 Cor.
11:26). Our Lord is returning. He is preparing our eternal homes.
We now celebrate His death and resurrection in faith, but one
day soon, we will celebrate with Him in person, face to face.
Revelation 19:9 says, “Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb."”

The "table of the Lord” is an important expression that Paul
used to help us understand the historical, theological, and
eschatological meaning of this special celebration. The result is a
beautiful relationship with God and each other. We need the
Lord’s Supper. As this is the fourth Sunday of Lent, and we are
thinking about the death of Jesus, let us'remember the
foundation and meaning of the Lord's Table. As a bheliever,
prepare yourself to come now, eat, and drink at the table of the
Lord. Please do not disregard His invitation, or hold it with little
respect.. 4
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