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A
THANKFUL
MAN

(Luke 17:11-19)

And as He entered a certain village,
ten leprous men who stood at a
distance met Him; And it came about
while He was on the way to
Jerusalem, that He was passing
between Samaria and Galilee. and
they raised their voices, saying,
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
And when He saw them, He said to
them, "Go and show yourselves to the
priests.” And it came about that as
they were going, they were cleansed.
Now one of them, when he saw that
he had been healed, turned back,
glorifying God with a loud voice, and
he fell on his face at His feet, giving
thanks to Him. And he was a
Samaritan. And Jesus answered and
said, "Were there not ten cleansed?
But the nine— where are they?
"Was no one found who turned back
to give glory to God, except this
foreigner?" And He said to him,
"Rise, and go your way; your faith has
made you well.”

n the Bible there are many places where you can

read about men giving thanks to God. There are
at least one-hundred and forty such situations
concerning thanksgiving. Psalm 103 is a
magnificent hymn in which David gives praises to
God. In its opening verses you find David asking,
“Who pardons all your iniquities, Who heals all your
diseases; Who redeems your life from the pit, Who
crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion;
Who satisfies your years with good things, So that
your youth is renewed like the eagle™ (vv. 3-5)?
Who actually does these kinds of things? God does!
David knew this and truly appreciated God’s grace.
His thanksgiving to the Lord continues throughout
this Psalm for His personal blessings (vv. 1-5), for
His national blessings (vv. 6-7), for His forgiving
love (vv. 8-14), for His eternal love (vv. 15-18), and
concludes with a universal call to praise (vv. 19-22).
David was a thankful man.

In Daniel 6 you find an evil plot that the
commissioners, prefects, satraps, high officials, and
governors of King Darius’ kingdom formed against
Daniel. They fooled the king into enforcing an
injunction that anyone who made a petition to any
god or man besides the king would be cast into the
lions™ den. Daniel knew the situation. What did he
do? The Bible tells us, “Now when Daniel knew
that the document was signed, he entered his house
(now in his roof chamber he had windows open

toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his
knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks
before his God, as he had been doing previously™ (v.
10). With all the danger Daniel still went to house,
opened his window, and gave thanksgiving to God.
Daniel was a thankful man.

‘When you look in the New Testament, in Acts 5,
you will find Peter and the apostles being beaten
under the orders of the Jerusalem Council. The Bible
tells us, “after calling the apostles in, they flogged
them and ordered them to speak no more in the
name of Jesus, and then released them. So they went
on their way from the presence of the Council,
rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to
suffer shame for His name” (vv. 40 & 41). Even
under extreme persecution these men still
appreciated God’s grace and were grateful. In every
circumstance believers can be thankful, “in
everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you
in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes. 5:18). Amen. My friend, it
is God's will in Christ that you be thankful. When
you look at today's Bible verses, only one Samaritan
returned to give thanks to our Lord. There were ten
lepers healed, but only one came to Jesus for
thanksgiving. This thankful man understood the
great grace of God. Let’s look more closely at this
situation.

Ten lepers met Jesus. These men had a strong
desire concerning the healing of their bodies. They
prayed about it, asked about it, and cried about it.
They were the kind of people who were really
seeking for an answer. The Bible tells us that as
Jesus was entering a village between Samaria and
Galilee “ten leprous men who stood at a distance
met Him” (v. 12). These men had to stand at a
distance; they couldn’t stand close by jesus because
of their uncleanliness. The law forbade them to live
inside a city or town, “He shall remain unclean all
the days during which he has the infection; he is

unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be
outside the camp™ (Lv. 13:46). These ten lepers that
Jesus saw who stood far off were doing what was
commanded. Leprosy is like a picture of the sinful
state of all humans. We are unclean because of sin.
These lepers were looking for the Master Jesus to
have mercy upon them, just as we come to Jesus for
mercy. Indeed, we can understand their situation.
Praise God, our Lord is rich in mercy. His mercy is
new every morning, These lepers called on the right
Person. These poor lepers have many things in
common with you and me. We are all afflicted with
the same discase, the earthly thing called sin. We
are all dying because of sin. The wage for sin is
death, Without Jesus Christ these lepers had no
hope. Without Jesus Christ we have no hope.

“Therefore remember that formerly you, the
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
‘Uncircumcision’ by the so-called ‘Circumeision.”
which is performed in the flesh by humans hands—
remember that you were at that time separate from
Christ, excluded from the c h of Israel,
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the world” (Eph.
2:11&12).

Ten lepers were cleansed by Jesus Christ. Our
Lord looked with compassion upon these men.
Jesus immediately responded to their call, “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us” (v. 13)! He told them,
“Go and show yourselves to the priests” (v. 14). His
command demanded faith, “And as they were going,
they were cleansed” (v. 14). The priests had the
authority to pronounce them as “clean”. These sick
men received a wonderful answer from Jesus. When
He said “Go”, without hesitation they acted upon
their faith. They believed and then they moved.
Believers receive a reward from their faith
immediately. Jesus cleanses our sins immediately.
Do you want to straighten out the problem of your
sins? All you have to do is ask Jesus and He will
help you and cleanse you.

The saddest thing about these ten lepers is that
only one man was thankful. “Now one of them,
when he saw that he had been healed. turned back,
glorifying God with a loud voice™ (v. 15). He
exclaimed his appreciation with joy and
thanksgiving. He came back to Jesus and “fell on
his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him” (v. 16).
Why was he thankful? The nine others, the majority,
that were healed were not thankful, why was this
man thankful? He had been hopeless, now he had
hope. He had been homeless, now he could go
home. He had been rejected by people, now he
would be received and welcomed. We should be as
thankful as this cleansed leper. When we met Jesus,
we went from sinner to rightcous.

After the Samaritan thanked Jesus, Jesus had
some sad questions, “Were there not ten cleansed?
But the nine—where are they? Was no one found
who returned to give glory to God, except this
foreigner” (vv. 17 & 18)7 How quickly believers
forget the miraculous grace of God!

Jesus turned to the thankful Samaritan and told
him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you
well” (v. 19). Amen! That's an eternal blessing. It's
not just a physical but a spiritual blessing. Are you
thankful or forgetful? Jesus is waiting, Is He going
to have to ask where you are? 4
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