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The Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah can be considered as a single
book from the perspective of "building the house of God". The house of God is
composed of the temple Ezra rebuilt and the wall Nehemiah built. It was a struc-
ture in which a wall surrounded the temple in the center, but the temple recon-
structed in the book of Ezra was much more trivial compared with the temple
built by Solomon. Older people who had seen the glory of Solomon's temple
even wept regretfully when they saw the size of the foundation of the temple be-
ing rebuilt. However, even though it was not a temple built by the hands of the
king and the best professionals and with the best resources like a temple built in
the period of Solomon, it was meaningful because it was a temple built by the
people's co-operating together. The temple was small, but the wide surrounding
wall had the same meaning as the former temple had. The main point empha-
sized in the sermon about Nehemiah last year was, "The wall of the temple can
be seen as a home, and the work of establishing home with the covenant and
word of God by the people of God is the very establishment of a wall" Especially,
even today, since we keenly need to establish the temple and its wall, I have ex-
amined the model in which the wall was expanded into the world through Nehe-
miah. In the text of Nehemiah, we are to examine, appears the power opposing
the process of building the wall. Tobiah and Sanballat are representative figures.
Sanballat is conjectured to be a Samarian governor, and Tobiah, who appears in
the Bible as 'the Ammonite) a servant, was a governor dispatched by Persia, but
he was a very wicked man. As we observed from the case of Onesimus in the New
Testament, the fact that someone was a servant did not dominate the one's per-
sonality. But, Tobiah was a man who has meanness and obsession, and a conspic-
uous trait of trying not to let go of power. Tobiah was also a super figure in the
social networks. Despite his status as a servant, he became a son-in-law of a pres-
tigious family, and again, he also secured the position by which he can use great
influence on the Jewish society through making his son marry the daughter of
another prestigious family. Tobiah was also so resourceful that, according the end
of the book of Nehemiah, he who interfered with Nehemiah's ministry was
greatly rebuked, but while Nehemiah visited King Artaxerxes of Persia for a while,
he occupied a large room in the temple as his office. Despite the fact he ridiculed,
discouraged, threatened, and even conspired to kill the people who worked for
the family God was pleased with, people around him praised Tobiah, who was
really a man of serious problems, as a good person(Neh 6).

The provocation of Tobiah

"Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—
even a fox climbing up on it would break down their wall of stones!”(v.3). Tobiah
provoked Nehemiah and the Jews in order to oppose rebuilding the wall. The
wall in the ancient period was a means of defense to protect the people inside the
wall when invaded by enemies. The wall needed huge siege weapons to be de-
stroyed so that the word, 'even a fox climbing up on it, he would break down their
wall of stones' was the insult toward Nehemiah and the Israelites. The wall need-
ed huge siege weapons to be destroyed, so the word, ‘even a fox climbing up on i,
he would break down their wall of stones' was an insult toward Nehemiah and the
Israelites. The Israelites were discouraged by the provocation of Tobiah, but they
tearfully countered the opposite power with a shield in one hand and a spear in
the other. Fighting while working, and working while fighting, they continued to
build the wall. If we apply to build the wall to us today, it can be said to be the
work of establishing the house of God, a family. I ministered immigration
churches for long, and I knew those who immigrated in the early and middle of
the 1980s tearfully endeavored to settle down. Those who had two jobs were
common, and they came back home tired and nursed their children. As a result,
there were really a lot of people who had never been even to neighboring towns
except for home, the working place and the church in more than twenty years of
immigration. I think the domestic circumstances were not so different. The first

generation of war, who faced the Korean War as their grown-ups, were likely to
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have devoted themselves only to working at the market, nursing children, and
going to church. There might be 1.5th generation church members, who took af-
ter the model, spent their lives to serve home, the working place and the church
throughout their lives. If so, what was it like to establish a home in these days? We
can think to build a home for the present generation is easier compared with the
case of the former generation because this generation has been relatively well-ed-
ucated and belongs to a more abundant period, but rather, the youth generation
these days seems to live in a much more difficult period than the former genera-
tion. To set up a family has become more difficult. Because they were socio-eco-
nomically pressured to be fully equipped with the existential means like eatables
and residential environments together with providing better quality education
and educational environment for their children than for those of other families.
Therefore, building a home is likely to be the second hard work to Nehemiah's
building the wall. Nevertheless, a family must be established. It's because just as
the temple becomes intact when the wall is established, so God's kingdom be-
comes stable and expanded when a family is established.

The way to become good parents

It seems greatly difficult to become good parents. It's because parents should
raise their children to have the strength to overcome difficult situations in the so-
ciety except for economic support. Moreover, if you think whether your children
can live happily in the world, it is never easy to become good parents. I dropped
into a bookstore last January and bought a book whose title is very familiar to me,
which I'd like to introduce to you. The author of the book titled 'If | Had My Life
to Live Over, which has the same title as a poem by an old woman aged 85 in a
small rural town in the state of Kentucky, U.S.A., beginning with 'If I had my life
to live over, I'd dare to make more mistakes next time. I'd relax. I would limber
up. I would be sillier than I have been this trip." was diagnosed with Parkinson's
disease at the age of 43. The author, who has been devoting herself to working for
the career as a psychiatrist, family, and taking care of health, says, if she has her
life to live over, and nurses her children again, she would not try 'to make a good
parent. I agree with the author's claim that parents are educating their children
under the unnecessary pressure of what we call 'the syndrome of good parents.
According to the Bible, it's because the feature that parents are working the road
given to them rather than trying to become good parents is the best education
for their children. It can be said that the best challenge for your children is to hold
on to the covenant as believers, not to turn to the right or to the left, and to show
your children how you live a life of doing your best. We should remember the
feature of trying to become good parents too much can be unnecessary con-
sciousness of ownership for your children. "Hear us, our God, for we are de-
spised.'(v.4a). Nehemiah prayed so much besides in front of the provocation of
Tobiah. "The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the God of
heaven,'(Neh 2:4). Nehemiah, who served the king as a vassal of the Persian Em-
pire, first prayed to God before he answered the king who asked the reason for
the sadness on his face. It is the wisdom and way of life we should learn from Ne-
hemiah. Nehemiah always prayed to God before he carried out a work. There
was no rhetoric or praise since it was a bullet prayer, or an arrow prayer by which
he urgently asked what is necessary, but he always prayed to God. I hope Nehe-
miah's prayer will become my and your life. When Tobiah provoked him, and
when he tried to discourage him by unimaginable schemes and strategies, Nehe-
miah momentarily offered silent prayers and prayed before God. "See us, our
God!, he fell down before God. I hope in the Lord that the feature of us is that we
really do our best as believers, work hard on what was entrusted to us, fell down

before God, and could be the blessed passage for the next generation and our
children to know God.
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