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Sermon for

Next Sunda

THANKSGIVING ALL THE TIME

"But He said to him, “A man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many;
Tand at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited,
‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ - “And the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the highways
and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, so that my house may be filled. “"For I tell you,

none of those men who were invited shall taste of my dinner.

273

(Luke 14:16~24)

iving in this sinful world as a Christian, how is it possible to be fully
L satisfied here and now? How can Christians really appreciate God's
grace in the midst of pain and suffering? Too many of today’s Christians
are missing out on the wonderful joy that Jesus imparts to each believer.
They're stuck in the dirty mud of spiritual misconceptions that the devil
loves to throw around. In today's Bible passage, Jesus tells a parable in
response to a Pharisee’s pious remark made for the purpose of
diminishing the power of His teaching. This intriguing story about a man
throwing a huge dinner party expresses the open and compelling
invitation given to us now to come to Christ for salvation. For all of us
who have accepted Christ's invitation, we can experience abundant joy
now and in heaven.

Most Christians have the wrong concept about living the Christian life.
They think such a life is filled with constant sorrow. They misunderstand
the meaning of Matthew 5:4, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.” Denying yourself, taking your cross, and following
Jesus do not mean constant darkness and unhappiness. Jesus came 10
impart joy, “These things | have spoken to you so that My joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be made full"(Jn. 15:11). The sorrow and pain

that Christians do suffer is the product of sin. Such sorrow is a.

foreordained consequence of man’s choice to discbey God (Gen. 3:16). It
is necessary for humans to mourn befare they can rejoice. Blessed is the
person who mourns over their sin. When one recognizes what sin has
done to this earth and self, one cannot help but mourn. It is out of that
mourning, sorrow over sin, that blessings are born. True joy only comes
to those in Jesus Christ. Positive thinking, meditating, doing good things,
and the like cannot give you true joy. Real joy and blessing come when
our character becomes like God's character, “Blessed are you when men
hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scom your name as evil,
for the sake of the Son of Man. Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for
behold, your reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their fathers
used to treat the prophets”(Lk. 6:22~23). If you choose to disobey God
you will have sorrow because sorrow is part of sin. Actually, sorrow is a
person’s choice because it is the direct result of their choosing it. When
you come out from sin that is blessing, that is rejoicing, and true
thanksgiving. That is why real joy and blessings can come from only
Jesus. Jesus cleans our sins 5o that we can experience joy and peace.
The Pharisee who proclaimed, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread
in the kingdom of God” was only thinking about the future (Lk. 14:15).
Blessed is everyone now, not just later, who accepts Jesus Christ as
their Savior. Jesus said, "These things | have spoken to you, so that in
Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; | have overcome the world”(Jn. 16:33). Now is the time that
believers can have real joy and peace. Jesus is the bread of life that must
be eaten in order for you to be satisfied. It is readily available, but it will
not do you any good unless you eat it. Eat it now and you will have joy
now, which will extend to heaven. Colassians 1:20,26~27 say, “and
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace
through the blood of His cross; through Him, | say, whether things on
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earth or things in heaven. that is, the mystery which has been hidden
fram the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His
saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory.” When Jesus spoke about kingdom life to His disciples, He was
speaking in the present tense, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven --- Blessed are those who have been persecuted
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”{Mt.
5:3~10). The characteristics of disciples that Jesus is talking about is
present, not future, "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God"(Lk. 6:20). The parable Jesus told in today's passage is

-about a blessing festival. The invited guests didn't come because they

valued their own desires more. They were going to experience sorrow
because of their sinful life, “For | tell you, none of those men who were
invited shall taste of my dinner”(Lk. 14:24).

The feast is ready now; blessing and thanksgiving are here now! The
basic lessons of Jesus' parable is not to desire your own selfishness or
your own pride things. You are not merely looking forward to a future
feast with the Lord; His dinner is ready now. QObserve the past tense in
today's parable; the man already made the dinner. Jesus already made
salvation available to you. The man begged many to come now, he even
sent out his servants to get others to come, but people don't come. They
have sorrow, but still proclaim to be Christian. The kingdom is here, it is
not something physical, but it is a state of blessedness: God indwelling
man and making his heart and inner being His throne, “"Now | say this,
brethren, that flesh and bloed cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable”(1 Cor. 15:50). You cannot
make or earn your salvation. You cannot change your physical being into a
heaven-bound being. Listen carefully to the words of Luke 17:20~21,
“Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom
of God was comiing, He answered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God is
not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here itis!’
or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst."” God
wants to bless you right now. Jesus said, “This is the work of God, that
you believe in Him whom He has: sent. | am the bread of life; he who
comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
For | have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of
Him who sent Me”(Jn. 6:29,35,38). The Bible clearly tells us, “And you
were dead in your trespasses and sin, even when we were dead in our
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus”(Eph. 2:1,5~6).

My dear friends, no material possession can substitute for
blessedness. Blessedness comes only because of Christ and His grace.
Blessedness brings thanksgiving and joy, and peace into your life all the
time. You can rejoice all the time because of your faith in Jesus Christ,
The moment you accepted Jesus, something miraculous happened. He
changed you into a new creature, someone He can dwell within and
sameone who can dwell in His kingdom forever. Amen. i
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