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WHY FISHERMEN?

"9As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon,

casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. ""And Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you
become fishers of men.” "Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. ""Going on a little farther,
He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets.
“Immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants,
and went away to follow Him. (Mark 1:16~20)

G od sent His only Son, who created this world by just His
words, to save humanity from the curse of sin. Death had all
power on this earth at that time, and no one had even the slightest
of chance or any hope for eternal life. There was no answer or
solution to the sin problem. Hence, Jesus' mission of salvation was
of the greatest importance. At the start of His ministry, Jesus could
have chosen anyone to help serve Him as His disciples. He could
have picked the richest, strongest, or smartest of people, but He
did not. He purposefully chose fishermen. Why did Jesus want
fishermen instead of high religious or official leaders?

Jesus chose fishermen because He knew that the cultured,
educated, and powerful people of this world would call the gospel
foolishness. High minded people have high pride levels. They're too
proud of their knowledge. Their reputation, materials assets, and
family are more valuable to them than Ged. So instead of picking
the marvelous for His great ministry, Jesus Chose the ordinary and
poor to do God's work, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. - For since in the wisdom of Ged the world through
its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased
through the foolishness of the message preached to save those
who believe. --- but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling
block and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God"(1 Cor. 1:18,21,23~24). Indeed, it is far more difficult to build
something where there is already a structure. Consider the young
rich man who walked away from Jesus’ calling. Jesus told His
disciples concerning him, “Truly | say to you, it is hard for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again | say to you, it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man
to enter the kingdom of God"(Mt. 19:23~24). Jesus does not say
that a rich man could not be saved, but only that for him, it is more
difficult, since such a person seldom senses his personal need as
readily as a poor man does. Consider the old rich man, who told
himself, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to
come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry”(Lk. 12:19). God said
to him, "You fooll This very night your soul is required of you; and
now who will own what you have prepared?”(Lk. 12:20). Consider
also Moses, who had great wealth and power during his earlier
years in Egypt, “Moses was educated in all the learning of the
Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds”(Ac.
7:22). His power caused him to fall, but after his fall, while he was
living as a poor shepherd, God called him. The message of Jesus
Christ is so simple, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel”(Mk. 1:15). Sadly, most

humans value earthly treasures over heavenly ones. Earthly
success is misconceived as sufficient, and often proves disastrous
in the end. The gospel or good news is easy to understand, “For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (Jn.
3:16). Whoever believes this truth Jesus calls His disciple.

Jesus chose fishermen because He wanted to show that God
can use anybody if they simple make themselves available. Jesus
called not on those who think they can build themselves, but on
those whom He can become the very foundation of their life. The
greatest misunderstanding of the principle of the Lord is that He
wants what we think is good/best or what we already have to build
on. His building must not be built on human foundations, but solely
upen God’s grace. 1 Corinthians 3:10~11 says, "According to the
grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder |
laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must
be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation
other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Jesus
does not want us because of who we are or what we have, but
Jesus wants us for what He can make of us. Jesus told Simon and
Andrew, "Follow Me, and | will make you become fishers of
men”(Mk. 1:17), It's our willingness to come to Him and leave
everything behind that allows Him to build a superstructure on the
foundation He has laid. To become fishers of men depends on the
Lord. Fishermen work together, never alone. It's a team approach.
Andrew, Simon, John, and James always worked together with
Christ. Being a fisher of men is hard work, and each individual is
required to contribute their talent (1 Cor. 12:10). It's & busy
profession that works well without a bureaucratic system. It's not
for the lazy or those with nothing to do. Everyone who has a heart
for the Lord, and who is eager to please Him will find great
satisfaction. The path is not easy, but it is worthwhile.

My dear friends, Jesus called Simon, Andrew, John, and James
to be His disciples. These fishermen left their jobs and families to
follow Jesus. What a privilege! What a wonderful opportunity!
They were ordinary men given extraordinary responsibilities. Jesus
is calling after you. He wants every Christian to be fishers of men.
He asks us to spread the gospel to the ends of the earth (Mt.
28:18~20). How can we do that if we don't all work together? Let's
trust God with all our hearts, and allow His Holy Spirit to work
wonders in each one of us. Please don't let your knowledge, which
will eventually be done away with (1 Cor. 13:8), or earthly
successes get in the way of God's work. Deny yourself, take your
cross, and follow Jesus. His pathway will lead you to eternal life,
Amen. 4
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