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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

DILEMMA & DELIVERANCE

®Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, Thou art very great; Thou art clothed with splendor and majesty
@Covering Thyself with light as with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a [tent] curtain. “He lays the beams of
His upper chambers in the waters; He makes the clouds His chariot; He walks upon the wings of the wind “He
makes the winds His messengers, Flaming fire His ministers. (Psalm 103:1~4)

M any of today's Christian believers do not know the terrible dilemma
they are in, and therefore fail to understand the purpose of God's
wonderful deliverance. | see so many people striving for success,
perceiving any obstacles as their dilemma and praying for deliverance
from them. They do not want to miss Joseph's blessing of fame, power,
and material wealth that many of today’s churches like to preach about.
The Bible teaches us about the dilemma of sin, which many churches do
not like to discuss. The consequences are that believers pray about
whatever their minds desire or think. They focus only on their hardships,
not their sin, and therefore miss the whole point of why God sent His
Son to this earth. Jesus came to deliver people from sin, not adversity,
but people continue to think about how they can have success in their
business, family, friend, and church relationships. They do not seek
deliverance from sin, but rather deliverance from the things that interfere
with their success.

Today's Bible passage begins, "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that
is within me, bless His holy name”(v. 1). David is not talking about his
own fame and success. He says, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget
none of His benefits; who pardons all your iniguities, who heals all your
diseases” (vv. 2&3). This man is really thinking about his dilernma. It is in
his mind. He continues, "Who redeems your life from the pit, who
crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion”(v. 4). When David
sinned, he prayed, "O Lord, be gracious to me; heal my soul, for | have
sinned against You“(Ps. 41:4). He did not ask for success, but for God to
heal his soul. He understood his real dilemma, even though he was king
and had everything. As such, he sought God for real deliverance.

Sin is a curse against God. It is an insult to God. Many people think
their sin does not affect God. When David killed Uriah, Bathsheba's
husband, his sin was only against God. People do not like to think about
this important fact. They tend to think their sins only hurt the people they
sin against. They forget about God. At first, David tried to hide his sin,
but eventually he prayed, "Against You, You only, | have sinned and done
what is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified when You speak and
blameless when You judge”(Ps. 51:4). Adam and Eve only ate one little
piece of forbidden fruit, but all their descendants were cursed. They
didn’t think about the consequences of their sin against God. 1 John 3:4
says, “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is
lawlessness.” God gave us His Law, but sin breaks it. When believers
commit sin, they try and hide it, make excuses, and even blame others,
but you cannot hide from God. Ged calls, “Come now, and let us reason
together. Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool”(lsa. 1:18). God
wants to forgive you. When John the Baptist began to preach, the first
thing he talked about was repentance(Mt. 3:2), and when Jesus came to
this earth, his first sermon was about repentance (Mt. 4:17). Jesus
clearly said, "I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish”(Lk. 13:3). Paul proclaimed to the men in Athens, “Therefore
having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men
that all people everywhere should repent” (Ac. 17:30). Today, repentance
removes the curse against God, but soon this open door to salvation will
close.

Sin damages the human soul, bringing sickness and diseases of all
kinds. It requires serious treatment. Just as you go to the doctor to cure
certain ailments, so believers must go to God to heal their soul.
Unfortunately, most believers do not pray for their soul because they are
always thinking about the things that block their success. |saiah 55:2-3
says, "Why do you spend maney for what is not bread, and your wages
for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourself in abundance. Incline your ear and come to Me.
Listen, that you may live; and | will make an everlasting covenant with
you, according to the faithful mercies shown to David.” Your soul shall
live if you come and listen to God. Psalm 33:18-19 also says, “Behold,
the eyes of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for
His lovingkindness, to deliver their soul from death and to keep them
alive in famine."” If you listen to God, your mind will have peace and
happiness, and your soul will be restored, “He restores my soul; He
guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake”(Ps. 23:3),
Believers need deliverance from sin.

Sin imprisons people. Unrepentant sin places them under God's
judgment, “"He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not
believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God”(Jn. 3:18). If you sin and do not
repent, you become a prisoner of hell. Sodom and Gomorrah were
destroyed because of sin. Sin is a really serious problem. James 2:10
says, “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point,
he has become guilty of al.” One sin, small or great, makes a man a
sinner and brings him under condemnation. No one can keep the whole
law. This truth is not only evidenced by your conscience, but also by the
talk of your neighbors, friends, family, and even the devil. Sin ties you
down to death.

No cne but Jesus can solve your sin problem. If you do not come to
Him, you are doomed. The devil constantly prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking someocne to devour (1 Pet. 5:8). If you confess and repent
of your sin to Jesus, he will forgive you by washing it away and healing
your soul. If you truly believe in Him for salvation, He will deliver you
from the devil, so that you may live in peace and have eternal life. Jesus
says, "Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, | will come in to him and will dine with him, and he
with Me"(Rev. 3:20). He cries out, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to
Me and drink"{Jn. 7:37). In Revelation 22:17 Jesus extends His last
invitation for salvation before His second coming, “The Spirit and the
bride say, ‘Come.” And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the
one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life
without cost.” This amazing and wonderful invitation is for your soul,
Believers whose dilemmas are in earthy things will experience great
disappointment. Those who do not think about or appreciate God's
greatest blessing will not walk through heaven's gates. Is the view of
your dilemma the same as God's? God wants to deal with your sin, but
you have to bring it to him. Stop wasting time with your selfish and
prideful problems, and start spending time in prayer making things right
between you and God. i
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