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Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners — of whom I am the worst.

Born in the city of Tarsus, the chief
city of the Roman province of
. Paul was a Jew in terms of his
circumcision, Benjaminite lineage,
Hebrew ancestry, and Pharisaic
traiming. He religiously studied and
obeyed the Law. He was a top scholar
among his contemporaries. More
importantly, he was a heartfelt Jewish
believer who truly loved God.
Without doubt. he was one of the most
ethical and pious men of his day—a
super clean guy! From his mouth
come these wonderful words, “Christ
Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, among whom I am foremost
of all” (v. 15). From youth, he
accepted and practiced God's every
command, yet he claims this
trustworthy statement applies 1o him.
Why would Paul consider himself to
be the worst of all sinners? What is it
that makes him think this way?

Throughout human history every
imaginable evil deed and word has
oceurred. You and I know that in the
world today there are some really bad
people, many behind prison bars for
the crimes of murder, rape,
kidnapping, robbery. extortion. etc.
Everyday you read in the newspapers
or hear on the news of the heinous sins
people commit against others. As
such, you tend to think that you aren’t
so bad. You are inclined to believe
that there are worse sinners than you.
It’s hard to even contemplate how
Paul could be the foremost among
sinners. It's difficult to believe
because you often don’t feel what is
your own sinfulness. You don’t
fathom the value of sin! Actually, you
are not shameful for your sin. How
awful it is not to know how very
wrong you are! Have you thought
about how bad you really are?

I hope we have the tears that

manifest Paul’s repentance. He really
understood the depth of God’s mercy.
He know the grace of God. He
grasped the cleanness of the Holy
Spirit. He comprehended that the Son
of God died for Him, and that all sin
deserves the wrath of God. Even
though he was the master of sin, Christ
forgave him and made him an apostle.
That's why he declared, It is a
trustworthy statement, deserving full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
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WONDERFUL WORDS

(1 Timothy 1:15&16)

“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance :

the world to save sinners, among
whom I am foremost of all. Yet for
this reason I found mercy, so that in
me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
i His perfect pati as an
example for those who would believe
in Him for eternal life” (vv. 15&16).
‘What encouragement! Only the Lord
God’s absolute perfect patience saved
Paul from his sinfulness. And the
good news is that we still live in the
time in which it is still available.

Do you recall the kind of man Paul

The faith and love which are found
only in Christ Jesus showed him the
truth. How do these words of his
conclude the Gospel? By the mere
mention that “it is a trustworthy
statement.” That’s this Bible verse! It
is a trustworthy statement! Paul wraps
it up so beauwtifully in just saying,
“Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, among whom I am
foremost of all.”” He saw the light and
the light showed him his darkness, and
his desperate need for salvation.

Jesus came into this world.
He abided in the Word. Actually,
He showed up on this earth so that whoever accepted

Him would not perish but receive eternal life.
That’s the Gospel! That’s the secret of God!

described himself to be before he
experienced the grace of Christ? He
said, “I was formerly a blasphemer and
a persecutor and a violent aggressor.
Yet I was shown mercy because 1
acted ignorantly in unbelief™ (v. 13).
Witheut Jesus no one gave him or
could give him mercy. The pious Jew
from Tarsus was nothing like his outer
image. He was ignorant, not smart.
He was an enemy of God, not a lover
of God. He was an unbeliever, not a
believer. Finally, Paul from Tarsus
changed! Amen! Now. he recognizes
that he is the foremost sinner of all.
He saw and accepted the cross. He
understood why Jesus went down and
down. The churches of Judea heard,
*He who once persecuted us is now
preaching the faith which he once tried
to destroy™ (Gal. 1:23). Not only that
but Paul tells us, “And they were
glorifying God because of me” (Gal.
1:24). Isn’t that amazing? That's how
much the Law abiding Paul changed!
Paul’s' wonderful words really
finalize the Gospel. He really
confessed through his own experiences
the dramatic turn around of his belief
system. His ignorance turned to
wisdom through the way of salvation.

My dear brothers and sisters, what is
the real Gospel? Jesus came into this
world for sinners, and sinners apply o
everyone, not just the people who
make the headlines. Everyone is a
sinner and stands guilty and
accountable before God. From murder
1o gossip. all sin is detestable 0 God.
If you believe this trustworthy
statement—that’s it! It really appears
in the revelation of God. Jesus came
into this world. He abided in the
Word. Actually, He showed up on this
earth so that whoever accepted Him
would not perish but receive eternal
life. That’s the Gospel! That's the
secret of God! He came to this earth
of His own will. He came as a human
being. God’s will came down to
people through suffering and
obedience. So. the method of
salvation is the same for us. We
Christians must suffer and obey,
knowing full well that our pain is great
but our joy is greater.

Sinners need salvation. They don’t
deserve salvation, but whoever accepts
Jesus, whoever believes in Him, he
can be saved. This is a trustworthy
statement! When Paul mentions that
he is the foremost of sinners, he's
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talking in the present tense—not the
past. He didn't say, “I was the
foremost of sinners™ but rather “T am™
the foremost of sinners. Sin continues
to grip even the redeemed. Even
though Paul killed Stephen and God
forgave him for that, he couldn’t
forgive himself. He wondered, “How
could I have killed him?” He
understood himself to be the most
terrible sinner. Isn't that a trustworthy
statement? Even if you are the most
sinful of human beings, God will
forgive you in Christ. He has perfect
patience for etemal life, Just listen to
Paul’s words. “To me, the very least of
all saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ” (Eph.
3:8). Amen! To the least His grace
extends and empowers. This is the
Gospel my friends. This is the only
hope of life!

Peter also tells us, “The Lord is not
slow about His promise, as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you,
not wishing for any to perish but for all
to come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9),
God doesn’t view time as we do. The
seeming delay of Christ's return is
because God desires for more people
to repent. Isn’t this a trustworthy
statement? Once more Paul says, “Ttis
4 trustworthy statement deserving full
acceptance” concerning godliness
above bodily discipline (see 1 Tim.
4:8&9). And again he tells us, “It is a
trustworthy statement: For if we died
with Him, we will also live with Him
(2 Tim. 2:11). Whatever regards the
Gospel, it is really trustworthy,

Paul’s words in today's message are
truly wonderful. If you don’t
understand these wonderful words,
then you don’t understand the Gospel.
As a Christian, when you look upon
the lost you must think to yourself,
“But by the grace of God there I go.”
If it wasn’t for Jesus and His cleansing
blood, your position would be no
different than theirs. All sin is terrible,
and the price for any sin is death. *“For
all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God™ (Rom. 3:23). Isn't this
the very best of news to hear that Jesus
came into the world to save sinners?
To save you? H
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