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Sure Hope

(Jeremiah 51:50)

You who have escaped the sword, depart! Do not stay!

Remember the Lord from afar,
and let Jerusalem come to your mind.

n today's Bible verse, Jeremiah is talking to the captive

Jews in Babylon. Babylon had successfully conquered
and destroyed Jerusalem, but God was going to punish and
destroy Babylon, “Indeed Babylon is to fall for the slain of
Israel” (v. 49). God wanted all the Jewish survivors who had
escaped disaster not to make Babylon their home. He
wanted them to get out of there. He spoke to their hearts
and asked them to “remember” the Lord from where they
were, and to think about “Jerusalem”. At the time,
Jerusalem was in shambles. It had been torn down and
burned. But God asked that they let Jerusalem come to
their mind. Why? Because the temple of God was there.
Remembering Jerusalem would keep them from settling
down in Babylon. It would make them long for the holy city,
and keep them prepared to return to it. Moreover, it would
give them sure hope, for Jerusalem means hope.

As a Christian, how often do you really think about your
spiritual citizenship? All too often we get side stepped with
every day living and forget that this world is not our
permanent residence. We even neglect our duties and
responsibilities to the church. The reasons given for the
Jews to remember Jerusalem are equally good reasons for
us to remember the “New” Jerusalem. Therefore, let us
bring to mind the “New” Jerusalem in the same way as
Israel was asked to think of their “Jerusalem”.

There is a Jerusalem here and now. The church of the
living Christ is our holy city, our Jerusalem. We should have
this city of the Great King in our mind. Do you love your
church, which is the body of Christ? When you go to
church, do you unite with its citizens? Think about it. Do you
join with them in open profession of faith in Christ, in
Christian love and mutual help, in holy service, worship, and
deep communion? Those who think about the church pray
for its prosperity. Whenever it is well with us in prayer, we
should let the cause of God be on our mind. Our window,
like that of Daniel, should be opened toward Jerusalem.
Also, we should labor for its advancement. We should
remember it in the allotment of our money, the use of our
time, the employment of our talents, and the exercise of our
influence.

The Jerusalem on earth, the church, should bring to our
mind its privileges. We should prefer its blessings above
earthly gain. We should consider these blessings in our
choice of our residence and occupation. We must not
dishonor the place of our citizenship. God's people must not
degrade His name by living in sin. We need to act
consistently with her holy character. Look at Luke 19:41&42,
“When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept
over it, saying, ‘If you had known in this day, even you, the
things which make for peace! But now they have been
hidden from your eyes™. Evil living makes your spiritual eyes
dark. You cannot see the “Jerusalem”. Paul tells us, “For
many walk of whom | often told you, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ” (Phil.

3:18). Those who set their minds on earthly things will end
their lives in destruction, not annihilation but ruin in the lake
of fire forever. Oh, that all Christians had a deeper loving
heart for the church of Christ. If you don’t love your country,
or if you forget your country, how can you be a patriot? If
you don’t think about Jerusalem, how can you be a good
Christian?

My friends, there is a Jerusalem above. Our Father is in
heaven! Our lovely resurrected Jesus is preparing our home
there. Our departed family and friends who persevered in
the faith are there. Our hopes and desires should always be
there. Heaven should be upon our minds in all our earthly
enjoyments, if not, we may grow worldly. It should be in our
daily trials, if not, we many grow despondent. It should be in
our associations, if not, we may idolize present friendships.
Heaven should be in our minds in old age, so that we may
be on the look out for our home-going. Jerusalem should be
in our minds in death, so that visions of glory may brighten
our last hours. Heaven should be upon our minds in all
seasons, so that our conversation may be in heaven!

Please take the time, make the time, to think about the
Jerusalem here below and up above. Let me ask you to
consider several very serious questions which you should
answer to yourself. What if you never enter heaven? What if
you never meet your godly relatives again? If you're not
going to heaven, where are you going? Can you hope that
your present life will lead you to heaven? How do you
know? Why aren’t you taking the right path now?
Unbelievers perish! Why be one of them? Do you wish to
perish? How can you hope to enter heaven if you don't so
much as think about it, or the Lord God who reigns it? Open
the doors of your heart and mind, and let the heavenly
visitors enter and abide.

Jerusalem meant hope for the Jews. The “New
Jerusalem means hope for all who believe in Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Savior. This sure hope in the belief that
God will keep His promises for the future is more than a
simple wish; it entails certainty based on God's
demonstration of faithfulness to His people in the history of
salvation as recorded in the Scriptures and as experienced
by the church. In 1 Corinthians 15:19 Paul says; “If we have
only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men most to be
pitied” Our sure hope embodies God’s promises of life after
death and an eternity in heaven. Our sure hope looks for
the “blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior, Christ Jesus” (Tit. 2:13). Let the
church and heaven come to your mind often, so that you
long for your eternal home and don't settle down in this
world. Let the church and heaven come to your mind
frequently, so that you will be prepared to leave this world
and enter the New Jerusalem. My dear Choong Hyun
friends, letting Jerusalem come to your mind will give you
the peace of sure hope. §
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