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Sermon for Next Sunda

IT IS FINISHED!

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”
With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

(John

few days after Palm Sunday, the crowds that praised Jesus

turned on Him and raised their voices to crucify Him. How
fickle is the world's praise? | often wonder what their praise was
for? The sound of "Hosanna” had hardly died down when their
voices began to cry “Crucify Him". On the cross Jesus made
seven different statements; “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing”(Lk. 23:34); “| tell you the truth, today
you will be with Me in paradise”(Lk. 23:43); “Dear woman, here is
your son and Here is your mother”(Jn. 19:26~27); “My God, My
God, why have You forsaken Me"(Mk. 15:34); “l am thirsty”{Jn.
19:28); "It is finished”(Jn. 19:30); and lastly; “Father, into your
hands | commit My spirit”(Lk. 23:46). Today's sermon is about
Jesus’ sixth statement. Out of all seven statements that Jesus
made on the cross, what does His sixth statement, “It is finished,”
really mean?

“It is finished” are words of completion. So many great men and
women leave this world with their task uncompleted. The pen
drops from the writer's hand before the manuscript is finished. The
painter's brush falls before the painting is done. Jesus Christ is the
great finisher! He finished creation (Gen. 2:2), He finished making
the new heaven and earth (Rev. 21:1~8), and He finished
redemption. Where did he finish redemption? Jesus finished the
work of redemption on the cross. Colossians 2:13~15 say, “When
you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful
nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,
having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was
against us and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it
to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the
cross,” Jesus finished all Old Testament sacrifices at the cross. His
sacrifice was His own blood, offered once for all, and resulted in
eternal redemption, "Then he said, ‘Here | am, | have come to do
your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second. And by
that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all. Day after day every priest stands and
performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this priest
had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God. And where these have been forgiven, there is no
longer any sacrifice for sin“(Heb. 10:9~12,18). 1 John 1:7 reminds
us, "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from all sin.” Jesus paid it all!

“It is finished” are words of conquest. With a loud cry Jesus
died, "And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave
up his spirit”(Mt. 27:50); “With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his
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19:30)

last”(Mk, 15:37); "Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into
your hands | commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed
his last”(Lk. 23:46). Jesus did not call out with a sigh of defeat but
with a cry of victory. It was loud enough for the devil to hear. Satan
and all his demons were defeated at Calvary, “And having
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle
of them, triumphing over them by the cross" (Col. 2:15). The crowd
called for Jesus to come down from the cross and save Himself,
and Jesus had legions of angels standing ready for His call, but He
stayed on the cross. He stayed on the cross to make His sixth
statement, "It is finished”! We've had enough defeat in
Christianity; we are equipped to win because we have a victorious
Christ.

“It is finished” are words of comfort. Our debt of sin is really
paid. If Christ hadn't taken the cross, then you would need to worry
because your debt would be unpaid and you would have to go to
hell. But Jesus paid it, and you don't have to go there. This one
statement of Jesus reconciles all believers to God. Before we were
enemies, but now we become God's children, *and through him to
reconcile to himself all thins, whether things on earth or things in
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
COnce you were alienated from God and were enemies in your
minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled
you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in
his sight, without blemish and free from accusation”(Col. 1:20~22).
There's only one thing that can bring a human being complete
peace and that is reconciliation with God. This is absolutely a
tremendous blessing. Do you realize the significance of the
difference of belonging to God and not belonging to God?
Understanding "It is finished” brings wonderful peace, “the
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is
now disclosed to the saints. To them God has chosen to make
known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”(Col. 1:26~27). The secret
unknown in Old Testament times but known now only by divine
revelation of the indwelling of Christ comes to believers because,
and only because Jesus finished His work of redemption.

Can you imagine what it must have meant for the dying criminal
who confessed Christ as Lord to hear Him say, "It is finished”?
What peace this must have brought to his heart. Christ paid your
debt too. Please trust in Christ and be saved! You can rest in His
finished work on the cross. Does Jesus' sixth statement matter to
you? Is it really finished in your life or do you still want more? Are
you still going after your own success and wealth? Do you belong
to Jesus or not? The criminal belonged to Him, and when | look at
this criminal | know it was really finished for him. Amen. 4
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