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Sermon for Next Sunday

ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD'S WORD

"However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR
REPORT?” ""So faith [comes] from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.""But I say, surely they
have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; “THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT INTO ALL THE EARTH,
AND THEIR WORDS TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD.” (Romans 10:16-18)

hen you hear a sermon, does it affect your heart? Thousands of

people can listen to the same sermon, but some walk away
blessed and others cursed. Some people just do not heed the glad
tiding. Paul talks about this in today’s Bible verses. He quotes Isaiah,
“Lord, who has believed our report?” People hear God's Word, but they
do not let it change their lives because they have a poor attitude.
Attitude is so important. Not everyone receives salvation from God's
Word. Some people listen to sermens, join bible study and prayer
groups, sing in the church choir, and even witness to others; they are
involved in many beautiful activities, but there is sadness, they have not
received salvation. Jesus said, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been baptized shall
be saved; but he who has dishelieved shall be condemned. " (Mk
16:15,16) The gospel saves some and condemns others. Romans 5:1
says, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ." Whoever hears the gospel and
believes it is justified by their faith! “Whoever believes that Jesus is the
Christ is born of God"(1 Jn. 5:1). What kind of attitude do you have
toward God's Word?

When you hear a sermon, do you receive it joyfully? After Peter’s
sermon at Pentecost, God's Word pierced the hearts of the men of
Israel, and they wanted to know what they should do. Peter told them,
"Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit"(Acts 2:38). Those who believed and received God's Word were
baptized, and “day by day they continued with one mind in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals
together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having
favor with all the people”(vv. 46,47). You need to take God's Word
seriously and receive it joyfully, When Jesus told Zaccheus that He was
going to stay at his house, he hurried down from his tree and received
Jesus gladly (Luke 19:5,6). He did not worry over the cleanliness of his
house or fret over society’s standards and culture, but “gladly” received
Him. When Philip proclaimed Christ in the city of Samaria the crowds
with “one accord were giving attention to what was said” by him, and
“there was much rejoicing in that city” (Acts 8:4-8). Whenever you hear
a sermon, even one that pierces your heart, you must accept it with
sincerity and rejoice, "and though you have not seen Him, you love Him,
and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory”(1 Pet. 1:8). Please do not
listen to sermons with a bad attitude. When you hear God’s Word,
repent and rejoice, and live in eternal glory. People who truly receive
God's Word into their hearts have joy.

When you hear a sermon, do you get angry and reject God's Word?
Do you feel like the preacher is talking directly to you, or perhaps is
picking on you? Sometimes when people hear God's Word, their hearts
burn with hatred and they begin gnashing their teeth (Acts 7:54), The
Bible tells us, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for

themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, and will turn
away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths"(2 Tim. 4:3-
4). Some people do not really want to listen to the truth. This happened
in Jesus time, the crowds followed Him but when He started preaching
the truth, they left. They deserted Christ because He would not be a
political revolutionary and because He taught the need for personal faith
for salvation, "As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and
were not walking with Him anymore” (Jn. 6:66).

When you hear a sermon, do you agree with it, but leave with
sadness? Do you leave with sadness because you knoew you cannot
possibly do what God requires? A man came up to Jesus with the best
of intentions; he had lived an exemplary life and wanted to know how
he could inherit eternal life. Jesus said to him, “One thing you lack: go
and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow Me"(Mt. 19:21). The man was sad because
he knew this was the right thing to do, but he left because he owned
much property. Many people come to church agreeing with sacrifice and
dedication, but soon leave because they cannot do it. They love the
present world more than Christ, just like Demas(2 Tim. 4:10). Isaiah 55:7
says, "Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion
on him, and to our Ged, for He will abundantly pardon.”

When you hear a sermon, is it old news that stirs no passion within
you? When you first heard the gospel, were you excited, but somehow
over time have lost the feeling? Some people when they first heard the
good news denied their selves and lived by faith, and the church
recognized them and gave them authority, but now they operate by
customs and traditions. They do not have any real love for Christ. They
do not appreciate the Word of Life. God’s messages to them are not
important anymore. Now, they pretend to enjoy themselves at worship
services and put up fronts as Christian leaders, but inside they have no
cross, no Jesus, “and they, having become callous, have given
themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity
with greediness”(Eph. 4:19). Hosea 4:17 says, “Ephraim is joined to
idols; let him alone.” Some people love their own glory, not the glory of
Jesus Christ. "For this reason God will send upon them a deluding
influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may
be judged whao did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in
wickedness"(2 Thes. 2:11,12). 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us, "Therefore if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away;
behold, new things have come.”

My dear friend, what is your attitude toward God's Word? This serious
question can bring eternal salvation or eternal damnation. Your attitude is
important. If God's Word brings out the worst in you, change your
attitude. If you agree with God’s Word, please do not leave with
sadness, but change your attitude. If you have lost your passion for
God's Word, please repent and change your attitude. Please deny
yourself, take your cross, and become God's child. Accept God's Word
with great joy! Amen. §
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