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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

PAUL'S SERMON

9“For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his
fathers and underwent decay; *"but He whom God raised did not undergo decay. +--- ““Therefore take heed, so
that the thing spoken of in the Prophets may not come upon you: “"*‘BEHOLD, YOU SCOFFERS, AND MARVEL,
AND PERISH; FOR I AM ACCOMPLISHING A WORK IN YOUR DAYS, A WORK WHICH YOU WILL NEVER
BELIEVE, THOUGH SOMEONE SHOULD DESCRIBE IT TO YOU.”(Acts 13:36~41)

fter being sent out by the Holy Spirit from the church at Antioch

in the province of Syria, Paul's first missionary journey took him
to several cities along or near the Mediterranean Sea. He and his
companions started their ministry work in each city's synagogues
and then ministered to the surrounding Gentiles. During his stop in
Pisidian Antioch, a small city in the province of Phrygia, Paul
delivered a powerful sermon in their synagogue that today's
churches need to hear. His sermon began with a brief history
concerning the Israelites four-hundred years sojourn in Egypt, plus
forty years in the wilderness wanderings and ten years to conquer
Canaan.(vv. 17~19) Paul went on to talk about the time of the
judges until Samuel, their first king, King Saul, and David's kingship
and relation to the Promised Messiah.{vwv. 20~23) He also preached
about John the Baptist and gave a strong description of Jesus'
death and resurrection.(vv. 24~35) His whole sermon is amazing,
but today we are going to focus on the significance of his ending
words.

Paul's sermon emphasized Jesus Christ as the figure of
forgiveness, "For David, after he had served the purpose of God in
his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers and
underwent decay; but He whom God raised did not undergo decay.
Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him
fargiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.”{vv. 36~38) Right now,
churches throughout the world are emphasizing blessings over
forgiveness and repentance. QOur need for forgiveness is
tremendous, "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
(Rom. 3:23) Romans 3:10 further states, "----There is none
righteous, not even one.” We need forgiveness. All the people who
go to church and do not hear sermons coencerning forgiveness, but
hear sermons that try to make them feel good are missing out on
the message of the gospel. Isaiah 64:6 says, “For all of us have
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like
a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities,
like the wind, take us away.” You cannot fix the problem of your sin
by yourself. No one can cleanse their sins, for only Jesus has that
power. The 21st century church needs to start proclaiming the need
for forgiveness, and its 21st century congregation needs to start
repenting.

Paul's sermon emphasized the priceless benefits of believing,
"and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things,
from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses."(v.
39) God's power to pardon sinners and restore them to a state of
righteousness is known as justification. Justification goes beyond
forgiveness. Forgiveness clears our sinful record. Justification
declares us righteous, as if we never sinned. Romans 5:1 says,
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” God’s peace is priceless. Romans
5:9 says, "Much more then, having now been justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.* Salvation
from God's wrath is priceless. Romans 8:1 says, "Therefore there is
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” No

condemnation is priceless. Romans 8:33~34 ask, "Who will bring a
charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the
one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for
us.” All these priceless benefits are the result of being justified. We
cannot attain them through our own efforts or law keeping,
“nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of
the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in
Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not
by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh
will be justified.”(Gal. 2:16) Galatians 3:11 says, “Now that no one
is justified by the law before God is evident; for, ‘The righteous man
shall live by faith.'" The benefits of salvation and justification are
available to all sinners, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such were
some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the
Spirit of our God."(1Cor. 6:9~11) Churches that center on making
you feel good are not good, but churches that hurt your pride and
make you feel bad because of Jesus are priceless.

Paul's sermon emphasized a warning, “Therefore take heed, so
that the thing spoken of in the Prophets may not come upon you:
'Behold, you scoffers, and marvel, and perish; for | am
accomplishing a work in your days, a work which you will never
believe, though someone should describe it to you.'"(vv. 40~41)
There is danger in doubting. Why do so many people constantly
question God and His doings? I'm always hearing people say, “Why
did God do this?” and "Why did God allow that?" Please accept
Ged by faith. The offer of salvation by grace is a great privilege. To
reject or ignore the message of salvation brings greater
condemnation. To receive Christ is to live. To reject Christ is to
perish, "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who
does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides
on him."(Jn. 3:36) Hear the words of Habakkuk 1:5, “Look among
the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because | am doing
something in your days—you would not believe if you were told."”

What is your response to Paul's sermon? Many of Paul's hearers
responded to the good news by wanting to hear more(Acts
13:42~44), and some were filled with jealousy, "and began
contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were
blaspheming.”(Acts 13:45) Your response today is important and
dangerous. If you accept this sermon, real blessing and real
thanksgiving will come into your heart. If you do not accept this
sermon, then on Thanksgiving Sunday you may enjoy your earthly
success, but | tell you that you will not enjoy heavenly success. |
hope before Thanksgiving Sunday that you will open your heart to
Paul’s sermon and repent, so that Jesus Christ can forgive you and
justify you before God Almighty. Amen. i
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