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MANNA FROM HEAVEN

61 And the house of Israel named it manna, and it was like coriander seed, white; and its taste was like

|| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

wafers with honey.

= @9 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the Testimony, to be

kept. ®® And the sons of Israel ate the manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate
the manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan.
(Exodus 16:31~35)

oses led God's chosen people, the seeds of Abraham, to the

Promised Land. During their journey, God provided them with
everything, including manna from heaven. Every day for forty years,
God fed over two million people this special bread, so that no one
went without. Not one person starved in the desert! Can you
believe it? It is a true story, not a fairy tale, but an actual historical
event from which we learn many things about the Lord God and
ourselves.

One of the most amazing things about this journey is the attitude
of God's people. They actually grumbled and complained about their
circumstances, “The whole congregation of the sons of Israel
grumbled against Moses. and Aaron in the wilderness”(Ex. 16:2).
They said, “"Would that we had died by the Lord's hand in the land
of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to
the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this
whole assembly with hunger”(Ex. 16:3). These people were slaves,
mistreated and abused by the hands of the Egyptians for over four
hundred years. They cried out to the Lord for deliverance, and He
freed them. He saved them from death. He brought them from the
depths of failure to the heights of triumph. He dried up the Red Sea
so they could cross over, and destroyed the pursuing Egyptians. He
turned bitter water into sweet water. He stayed with them night and
day, and gave them Moses and Aaron as leaders to hear His voice.
Now, they grumble and complain, totally exaggerating their situation
and doubting God's power!

The Lord God heard the Israelites’ sinful voices. Moses told them,
“For the Lord hears your grumblings which you grumble against
Him. And what are we? Your grumblings are not against us but
against the Lord"(Ex. 16:8). Instead of raining fire and hail on these
ungrateful people, God said, "Behold, | will rain bread from heaven
for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion every
day, that | may test them, whether or not they will walk in My
instruction”(Ex. 16:4). God provided them manna from heaven for
forty years. This manna represented His grace and mercy, which
they still did not appreciate. Lamentations 3:22&23 says, "The
Lord’s loving kindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions
never fail. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”
Even though you and | sin every day, wrongfully grumbling and
complaining, God still gives us grace and mercy.

God lovingly gave manna to His people. “When the layer of dew
evaporated, behold, on the surface of the wilderness there was a
fine flake-like thing, fine as the frost on the ground. When the sons
of Israel saw it, they said to one another, 'What is it?" For they did
not know what it was. And Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread
which the Lord has given you to eat’"(Ex. 16:14&15). Just as God

sent down manna from heaven to sinful people, so He sent His Son,
Jesus Christ, from heaven to this earth for sinful people. Jesus said,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the
bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true
bread out of heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes
down out of heaven, and gives life to the world" (Jn. 6:32&33). The
Israelites did not recognize God's heavenly manna, in either form.

Like the Israelites, if we are not careful to pay attention to the
things of God, we too may miss, ignore, or insult His grace and
mercy. "Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking
the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of
men”(Phil. 2:5-7). If you are not humble and serious, you will see
the things of God as either very little or very terrible. John 1:11&12
says, “He came to His own, and those who were His own did not
receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His
name.” Jesus is more than enough for you, “For of His fullness we
have all received, and grace upon grace. For the Law was given
through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus
Christ”(Jn. 1:16&17).

The manna from heaven that the Israelites received was pure and
delicious, but it stopped after forty years. Where is it now?
Revelation 2:17 tells us, "He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him | will
give some of the hidden manna, and | will give him a white stone,
and a new name written on the stane which no one knows but he
who receives it." Right now, that manna is in heaven, waiting for
you to eat when you come home. To get home, you need the real
bread of life, Jesus Christ. God still gives you the opportunity to be
with Him eternally, even though you grumble and complain. Jesus
came to this earth to save sinners. If you fill yourself up with Him in
faith, He will satisfy your every need, and you will receive manna
and live eternally.

My dear friend, if you deny yourself, take your cross, and follow
Jesus, He will lead you to heaven. During your journey, He will
provide you with everything you need, including His Holy Spirit.
Please, let your attitude be one of appreciation. Do not grumble and
complain as you travel through this life. Jesus is more than
sufficient to care for you. With Him, you will lack for nothing and
gain everything! Humbly accept your circumstances, whatever they
may be, and glorify God in faith by recognizing and relying on His
grace. Amen. i
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