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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

What kind of appreciation is in your heart?

“ And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and viewed others with contempt: " “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. - " “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even
unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me,
the sinner!’ ™ I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9~14)

n today's Bible verses, Jesus talks about the prayers of two

believers. One believer is a Pharisee, a highly looked upon
religious official. The other believer is a tax collector, a very lowly
viewed government official. Both entered the temple with hearts of
appreciation to the Lord. As a creature, not a creator, having a
thankful heart to the Lord is a beautiful thing; however, the kind of
thankfulness you offer to God is significant. Appreciation comes in
two forms: flesh or spirit. You either appreciate in the flesh or in the
spirit. There is a big difference between the two, “For the flesh sets
its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for
these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the
things that you please.”(Gal. 5:17) Like the Pharisee, most
Christians pray with appreciation in the flesh. What you think is
what you pray. Very few of today’s believers pray like the tax
collector, with hearts of appreciation in the spirit. What kinds of
things do you think about? What kind of appreciation is in your
heart?

The Pharisee was unaware of his greatest need. He prayed, “God,
| thank You that | am not like other people; swindlers, unjust,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week; | pay
tithes of all that | get."(vv. 11&12) He honored himself. He started
with thanksgiving, but the wrong kind. This man was not really
thinking about what God's grace had done for him, but rather what
he had dene for himseif. He had the wrong attitude. He focused on
human effort. My dear friend, you need personal salvation through
faith in Christ. Spiritual things cannot be earned by good works, but
only through faith. Faith is a gift, “For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as
a result of works, so that no one may boast.”(Eph. 2:8&9) The tax
collector knew he was a sinner in need of saving. He prayed, “God,
be rerciful to me, the sinner!"{v. 13}

The Pharisee was unconcerned about the tax collector. The
differences between them filled him with pride rather than
compassion. True appreciation produces thankfulness for living. This
man did not love his brother. He was not thankful that the tax
collector came to God's house to pray. Real appreciation comes
through real practice. If you are truly thankful for salvation, you tell
others of Christ. If you are truly thankful for your provisions, you

share them with others. If you are truly thankful for kindness, you
pass it on. If you are truly thankful for fellowship, you extend
fellowship. If you are truly thankful for prayer, you pray for others.
True Christians care about others more than themselves. The tax
collector was very concerned about the Pharisee. He stood some
distance away from him, and was even unwilling to lift up his eyes
to heaven.(v. 13) He placed others above himself.

The Pharisee was unchanged when he left God's house. The way
he came in was the same way he left. He did not receive God's
grace. True appreciation always changes you. This man went to the
best place, the temple, but it did not mean anything to him. He
went to the temple for a good purpose, to pray, but he did not get
anything. He wasted his time because he went home the same
person. Right now, millions of people go to church, but they leave
unchanged. They are filled with their own personal desires and
caught up completely in the flesh. Please, do not let this happen to
you. The tax collector faced his sin. He came to God's house looking
for forgiveness. He was beating his breast, saying, “God, be
merciful to me, the sinner!"(v. 13) He confessed he was a sinner.
He felt the presence of God there in the temple because he was
humble. The tax collector went home a new man. He went home
forgiven, justified by faith. Jesus said, “I tell you, this man went to
his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted."” (v. 14)

The tax collector appreciated God's grace. How about you? 1 John
1:9&10 say, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we
say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is
not in us.” Are you a sinner, or not? Do you need the blood of the
Lamb, or not? Do you care about others more than yourself? Does
coming to church on Sunday change you? Do you realize how
wonderful, how beautiful, and how awesome Jesus Christ is today,
yesterday, and forever? Have you figured out that apart from Christ
you can do nothing worthwhile? As a Christian, does the Holy Spirit
contrel you? Do you live in the spirit, or in the flesh? Right now, |
want you to really think about what kind of appreciation is in your
heart. 4
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