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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

JESUS IS STILL ALIVE

S The angel said to the women,

“Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified.

“@“He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.

bed

(Matthew 28:5~6)

or a little more than thirty-three years, Jesus Christ walked the
way of the world, exactly like you and | do now, yet He was
never contaminated by its sins. During His three years of public
ministry, He gave sight to the blind, made the lame walk, cleansed
lepers, made the deaf hear, raised the dead, and preached the
gospel to the poor.(Mt. 11:5) He did nething but good, which makes
His crucifixion the darkest and saddest day in our world's history. No
one comes close to delivering God's Word in such a noble and
perfect way. He truly practiced what He preached, unlike the
majority of today’s preachers. His earthly life was a lot like the
sunshine, only more so, in that He gave others encouragement,
hope, and eternal life. He made it possible for this sinful and dark
world to actually receive heavenly light, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”(Jn. 14:6)
Even though Jesus Christ did everything right, His people still
crucified Him. They berated Him, humiliated Him, beat Him, and
finally nailed Him to a cross. They thought they could silence Him
forever. Jesus warned His disciples and the crowds about their sinful
religious officials, "The scribes and the Pharisees have seated
themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do
and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say
things and do not do them."”(Mt. 23:2~3) He even rebuked the
scribes and Pharisees, "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one
proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much
a son of hell as yourselves."(Mt. 23:15) These teachers of the law
and their followers, whom we call the Israelites, never practiced
their faith. They were blind and could not see Jesus as Messiah.
They did not know the Son of God, and missed out on something
very big. Nonetheless, God used their blindness to carry out His
salvation plan. It was God's purpose to give His only begotten Son
as atonement for the sins of the whole world. His chosen people
carried out His eternal purpose.
Even though Jesus was crucified, He is still alive! God raised Him
up over 2,000 years ago, and He was, is, and will farever be our Lord

God. Colossians 1:19~20 says, “For it was the Father's good )

pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and through Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood
of His cross; through Him, | say, whether things on earth or things in

heaven." Is not that exciting news? Can you believe that Jesus has
“now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to
present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond
reproach,”(Col. 1:22) His followers mourned His death. Jesus was
their hope and Savior. They thought He returned to the soil, so their
dreams were shattered and their heart's love crushed, but after the
Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, He
conquered death! The angel told Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary, “He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said." (v. 6)

Even though Jesus is eternally alive, He is still with us always. He
told His eleven disciples, “All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you;
and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age."(Mt.
28:18~20) Amen. Jesus is alive in our needs and troubles. The
Christian life is no bed of roses, and many suffer great difficulties.
The difference between Christians and non-Christians is that when
believers go down into the valley, they do not go alone. Jesus is with
them all the way. He reminds us, “In the world you have tribulation,
but take courage; | have overcome the world.”(Jn. 16:33) Jesus is
alive in our prayers, “If you ask Me anything in My name, | will do
it."(Jn. 14:14) Jesus is alive in our spirits, “that is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or
know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will
be in you.”(Jn. 14:17) Jesus is alive in our hearts. Paul declared, "I
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for
me."(Gal. 2:20)

My dear friends, Easter is a wonderful, wonderful event. To know
that Jesus Is still alive is good news. Do you believe it? Jesus said,
“I'am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning
and the end.”(Rev. 22:13) He is God forever. As you deny yourself,
taking your cross to follow Him, please know that He is with you.
Wherever you are in the practice of your faith, He is there also. He
will never fail you. You will always find success in the fruits of the
Holy Spirit, which are yours for the taking. Let us praise the Lord. He
is alive, and will be with us forever. Amen. ¢
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