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“They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia; 7and after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit
of Jesus did not permit them; - "A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple
fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken
by Paul. 'And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

(Acts 16:6~15) j

aul wanted to minister in Asia during his second

missionary journey, but was forbidden by the Holy
Spirit (Ac. 16:6). His heart yearned for the souls in Asia, but
as much as he tried “the Spirit of Jesus did not permit”
him to enter there (Ac. 16:7). Asia was a logical place
because of its vast number of people who knew nothing
about Jesus Christ. As Paul struggled with his rejection,
God called him through a vision to go to Europe (Ac.
16:9~10). Paul was probably excited about going there,
thinking God was preparing a lot of people. When he got
there he soon discovered that nobody of interest was
there. After several days passed and the Sabbath arrived,
his heart was lonely and he wanted to pray over the cold
minds in Europe. He went down by the riverside and found
a group of predominantly Jewish women gathered together
for prayer. Amongst these women was a Gentile woman of
Asian ancestry named Lydia. God's ways are truly
mysterious ways. Paul preached the gospel to these
women, and the “woman named Lydia, from the city of
Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the
things spoken by Paul”(Ac. 16:14).

Lydia found her need for God so great that she joined a
Jewish prayer group. This Asian woman came to Philippi,
which was the leading city of the district of Macedonia, to
do the business of selling her fine purple cloths from
Thyatira. Lydia made friends with the Jewish women in
Philippe for business purposes. Like Asia, Philippe was
thick with idolatry and spiritual emptiness. She joined this
prayer group to worship God because deep in heart she
was seeking the Lord. Those who seek the Lord always
find Him, “You will seek Me and find Me when you search
for Me with all your heart”(Jer. 29:13). God opened her
mind to hear Paul's message of the gospel. Even the
original Jews did not listen to God’'s Word, but this Asian
foreigner, this non-religious businesswoman had a heart to
hear. Is your heart open to the message of Christ?

Lydia found salvation so great she wanted others to
know. In today’s Bible passage we read that Lydia’s

i b A

"household had been baptized”(Ac. 16:15). This powerful
woman shared the message she had received. The Bible
doesn’t tell us how many ‘family members or employees
were in her household, but only that they believed and
were baptized. Lydia confessed Christ publicly. As a
businesswoman, Lydia knew how to communicate with
people, and her travels made it easy for her to witness to
others about Christ. Lydia wanted others to know about
Jesus because she had found life's greatest possession.
She wanted to share this good news. Is your heart open to
sharing the gospel?

Lydia found her blessing so great that she let her joy
overflow. She told Paul, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay”(Ac.
16:15). Her joy in the Lord made her hospitable. She invited
Paul and others to her house in the hope that her faith was
evident. She. invited them to stay as long as possible.
During Paul’s stay in Philippe, he was imprisoned. Lydia
didn't shrink away from him but remained loyal. After
Paul's release, the Bible says, “They went out of the prison
and entered the house of Lydia, and when they saw the
brethren, they encouraged them and departed”(Ac. 16:40).
Lydia enjoyed the fellowship of other believers. Her
lifestyle was good evidence of her faith in Christ. Does
your lifestyle give evidence to your faith?

My dear friends, the story of Paul's second missionary
journey is filled with many different places. When you take
a serious look at Acts 16 you can see God's mysterious
handiwork. Lydia, an Asian woman, was the first convert in
Europe. God's plan of salvation to this world is through
people, not the world’s important people, but the people
that open their hearts to God. Through Lydia, the gospel
was able to go not only into Europe but Asia as well. God
did not send Paul to Asia, but used Lydia. God had been at
work in Lydia‘s life long before her meeting Paul. God gave
Paul his vision to go and help Lydia. God's been speaking
to you about salvation. The reason why is present in your
location. Please allow the Lord to open your heart with His
beautiful Word. Amen. d
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