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(® Next Sunday's Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan ©

PROMISE OF
RESTORATION

(Ezekiel 11:14-21)

ver since sin entered the world through Adam and Eve,

human beings have experienced separation from God,
Through Abraham, God called and blessed the Israelites as His
people to unfold His ultimate plan of salvation. His purpose is
to bring all human beings whose hearts accept Him and reject
sin back into relationship with Him. Through Jesus this
relationship is established as we become His people and He
becomes our God.

When Israel rejected Jesus Christ, they lost their favored
position before God and the gospel was then preached also 1o
Gentiles, It is because of lsrael' s partial and remporary
hardened hearts that we are able to receive God' s grace, "From
the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but
from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the
sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God are
irevocable” (Rom, 11:28-29),

When the fullness of the Gentiles comes and the Lord returns, God's
irrevocable promise of restoration to the Ismelites will be fulfilled. What is His
promise? Today' s message reveals the answer and calls upon us o rid ourselves
of pride, reexamine our hearts, repent of our sins, reach out 1o Jesus, and rejoice
in the awesome gift of God' s love,

Through the Holy Spirit, God directly spoke these words to Ezekiel, who in
turn prophesied and recorded them (they are reverberated in Ezekiel 30:24-28):
Then the word of the Lord came to me, saving, "Son of man, your brothers, your
relatives, vour fellow exiles and the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those
to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, "Go far from the LORD; this land
has been given us as 4 rmsser'\qiun,' (vss. 14-15)

The sneer of the remnants in Jerusalem, against the exiles of Israel and Judah,
reflected their belief that God' s power was limited to His land, They believed that
they were blessed and everyone else was cursed, More importantly, their way of
thinking displayed the message that only those who lived in Jerusalem could be
close to God and therefere receive His blessings, God clearly contradicts this
"Thus says the Lord God,
remnoved them far away among the nations and though 1 had scattered them

pretentious attitucle: "Therefore say, “Though 1 had
among the countries, vet I was a sanctuary for them a little while in the countries
(vs, 16)

Although God's punishment against Judah and Israel caused them to be

where they had gone, ™’
displaced from Jerusalem, His mercy still extended to them, God hears the cries of
His people! He feels their repentance and comforts them no matter where they
are, He reveals that the Israelites outside of Jerusalem are still His people; which
makes the remnants of Jerusalem’ s actions and beliefs quite sintul,

This passage should remind us of the campassion we need for those
experiencing God' s discipline, For we all, at various times in our Christian lives,
receive His correction! God's loving discipline enables us to see our wrong
doings and repent, It provides us with the opportunity to grow and becomes
closer to God,

We must keep in mind that it is only by the grace of God that we ourselves
receive His mercy, Because God's mercy extends to all those in Christ, it is
important that we reach out to others with the Gospel message: so that they too

may accept and receive His unending mercy.

Jerusalern, limit God' s power to our chiurch or our own way of thinking; we too

will be living in contradiction to the Word of God,

God' s promise of restoration 1o the Israelites is twofold, The first part regards
°1 shall gather
you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries among which you

their physical location: “Therefore say, Thus says the Lord God,
have been scattered, and [ shall give you the land of Israel, ™" (vs, 17) God
promises all the Israelites (Judah and Israel) that He will gather, assemble, and
give them Jerusalem, God's power in restoring all the Israelites to the promised
land is miraculous, What's even more miraculous is God' s provision for us in

2
4l

If we, like the remnants of
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Chirist, “In My Father' s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, 1 would
have told you: for 1 go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2), Through our faith
in Jesus Christ, God will restore us to our eternal home in heaven,

Upon their return to Jerusalem, the Israelites will have to clean and straighten-
up their new home: "When they come there, they will remove all its detestable
things and all its abominations from it” (vs, 18), We already saw that the remnants
of Jerusalem were sinful in their actions and beliefs towards their fellow exiles,
unfortunately they are also sinful in their worship towards God, They persist in
keeping idolatrous and sinful objects in God's holy land. The repentant Israelites
will remove all such anticles and make Jerusalem pure, The same practice is also
expected of us, When we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we too have
to make sure that our homes are clean and clear of all detestable things that are
abominations to God. It is our duty as Christians to keep a proper household that
is pleasing to God,

The second part of God's promise of restoration 1o the Istaelites is the most
amazing part! Not only does he restore their homeland but He also restores their
heants, The heart represents the total response of a person W God, Hardness of
hear thus deseribes a negative condition in which the person ignores, spurns, or
rejects the gracious offer of God to be a part of his or her life, Soft hearts belong
to those who accept, repent, follow, obey, and worship Jesus Christ, Israel’s sin is
50 deeply etched into their heans that God must perform heart surgery: "And |
shall give them one heart, and put a new spirit within themn, And I shall ke the
heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh” (vs, 19), All the
suffering exiles of Israel and Judah will receive freedom through Christ, "Now the
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor, 3:17),
First there is the giving of unity, then the addition of a new spirit, and finally the
removal of stone with the replacement of flesh, This is how God performs surgery
of the heart; an operation medical science will never be able to duplicate! For it is
within the heart that God alone works; hence the human heart may be tender
and soft or as hard as stone,

According to the New Testament, the coming ol Jesus ushered in the era of
this new covenant and Jesus Himself is its mediator, “Therefor if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come” (2 Cor, 5:17), Ultimately, the hardness of the human heart can only be
repaired by the grace of God, Only Jesus can restore us by taking away our heant
of stone and giving us a heart of flesh,

God's covenant with Israel displays his unending love and faithfulness, His
heart desires: "that they may walk in My statues and keep My ordinances and do
them. Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God” (vs, 20), Essentially
the concept of the people of God can be summed up in the covenantal phrase:
“Then they will be My people, and 1 shall be their God™! God wants to bring all
His people into fellowship with Him. He makes us and prepares us for
relationship with Him, All this He does for us in Christ. Our job is to accept Christ
and place our faith in Him; so that we can walk in His will, Without Jesus, no one
is able to walk the pathway that leads to heaven! "But as for those whose hearts
go after their detestable things and abominations, 1 shall bring their conduct down
on their heads, declares the LORD God” (vs, 21),

Anyone, and that includes the Israelites, who desires ungodly things will suffer
from the wrath of God, “If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy
him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are” (1 Cor. 3:17), Qur
new hearts are designed to operate only in His realm, If we use our God given
gift against God, God will indeed go against us,

The emphasis on individual accountability and the need to repent is
emphasized further on in Ezekiel, “Therefore | will judge vou, O house of Israel,
each according to his conduct,” declares the Lord God, "Repent and turn away
from all your transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a stumbling block to
yau, Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed and
make vourselves a new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of
Istael?” "For 1 have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,” declares the
Lord God, “Therefore, repent and live”" (Ezek. 18:30-32),

Repentance is an all important factor 1o living a life for God, In Christ it brings
escape [rom His judgment. Just as the consequences of sin bring death; the
consequences of repentance bring life!

God' s promise of restoration for the Jewish nation is different than His plan of
salvation for us, We are to come to Jesus; whereas the chosen Jews will receive
Him through His coming to them. It's true that some Jews will receive Him prior
to Christ’s second coming but most will need 1o await the day of Tribulation,
What' s important is that we take this gracious opportunity of restoration time and
become restored and be His instrument for restoring others, Bvervone who
desires eternal life must repent, accept and believe in Jesus Christ, and humbly
follow and obey His directions,

Let us individually and as a church repent and reach out to Jesus, If we have
true faith in Him; our hearts will be soft, our church will be of one heart and the
Holy Spirit will pour out God' s blessings upon us, We can show the world: most
especially the Jewish nation, what it is like to live in Christ as a restored human
being!
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