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Little wrath & Great wrath

(Isaiah 54:7-10)

“For a brief moment I forsook you, but with great compassion

I will gather you.

In an outburst of anger I hid My face from you for a moment,

is Bible passage is so important to
Christians. It is the property of all
believers. When we practice our faith this
wonderful passage is really the original thing.
Our rightful claim to its promises can be found
at the end of verse 17, “This is the heritage of
the servants of the Lord, And their vindication
is from Me, declares the Lord”. Amen. This is
our treasure. These words are like final words
when we believe them. Please let’s not forget
them and truly hold them in our hearts to enjoy,
for they will never fail us. Their promise comes
to us after Isaiah 53. In Isaiah 53 we find the
Lord’s great griefs, “He was despised and
forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief; And like one from whom
men hide their face He was despised, and we
did not esteem Him™ (v. 3). The prophecy of
Jesus’ suffering and dying for us is clearly
manifested in this whole passage, especially
verses 4-6. God's great wrath required Jesus’
great suffering. Only after Isaiah 53 comes
happiness and God’s little wrath,

Can any Christian compare the cross with
their own suffering? No one can make such a
comparison because at the cross is God’s love.
Humans cannot understand such love through
their own knowledge. They cannot believe in
such love through their own power. But as
God’s child, if they understand more and more,
they have power. They can have victory from
Satan’s attacks because God's great peace is
sitting in the midst of the afflicted Our
afflictions are not permanent sufferings, only
temporary. They're endurable because they're
not God’s final judgment Why? Because of
God’s great love we find in Jesus Christ.

As servants of the Lord, we will experience
a little wrath but not great wrath. “In an outburst
of anger I hid My face from you for a moment”
(v. 8). The original Hebrew meaning of

but with everlasting lovingkindness”

“outburst of anger” is small wrath or little
wrath. This little wrath is only “for a moment”.
‘What can be shorter than a moment? Our view
of “a little wrath” and “for a moment” is
different than God’s view. There are many
times in which we perceive suffering as lasting
a long time or what seems like forever. We
think God has hidden His face from us
endlessly. But that is our foolishness. It is our
unbelief, weak faith, and doubt that causes us to
think so wrongly. God is real. He is kind. He is
mercy. We have to believe in Him. In His
viewpoint our sufferings are only a small
amount and but a little while. Can you compare
a litde while with eternity or with eternal love?
We only need to endure for a moment, for soon
all suffering will pass away. All we have to do
is repent and pray and everything will pass. His
rewards are going to be great.

The Lord OL;I' Redeemer says, “but with
everlasting lovingkindness I will have
compassion on you” (v. 8). The wrath of our
Redeemer’s everlasting lovingkindness is so
small. The wrath of the Holy One is so short. Its
expression is not severe. His face and heart
don’t change in the moment. Actually, from the
beginning to the end of our afflictions He holds
us tightly and continually. His love is always
present. His love endures all things. Even
though He gives us a little wrath, His love never
changes. He only wants us to change. He rally
wanlts us to repent. He wants to give us eternal
lovingkindness. He is our Redeemer and Savior.
Our duty is to be sad and regretful over His
anger toward us. So let’s be humbled and
sanctified by it and not faint or give up because
of it.

The big wrath, great wrath of God is
finished. He tells us, “For this is like the days of
Noah to Me, when I swore that the waters of
Noah would not flood the earth again; so I have

sworn that [ will not be angry with you nor will
1 rebuke you” (v. 9). The flood of Noah was
God's big wrath of eternal punishment. That
wrath will never return to the earth because of
God’s promise. Since Noah, centuries have
gone by without Noah’s flood. We will never
experience Noah's flood again. Why? Because
Jesus took it. Instead of God's great wrath
falling upon us, Jesus took it upon Himself,
“Christ. redeemed us from the curse of the Law,
having become a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13). He's
the one who changed God’s great wrath to a
little wrath upon believers. Christ Jesus is He
who died (Rom. 8:34)! Indeed, “As far as the
east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us” (Ps. 103:12). My
friends, that’s how much Jesus changed things
for us. Praise the Lord!

God has sworn that He will not be angry
with us nor will He rebuke us like Noah's
generation. His promise to Noah is big but we
have an even bigger promise than Noah. We
have Jesus Christ. “For the mountains may be
removed and the hills may shake, but My
lovingkindness will not be removed from you,
and My covenant of peace will not be shaken,
says the Lord who has compassion on you™ (v.
10). Isn’t that amazing good? God’s
lovingkindness and peace toward us will never
change. How much doubting, unbelieving, and
disobedience can we find in our f;.iith?
Unfortunately, too much. But how safe is God’s *
promise? Fortunately, eternally safe. Hallelujah!

The Lord of glory give us lovingkindness
forever and ever, eternally. Don’t ever despair
or give up on His love. The Holy Spirit is with
us forever. Just be humble, deny yourself, take
the cross, and follow Him. This present time is
only temporary, short, and for but a moment.
Amen. {
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