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Something
great
happened
in
Antioch

Acts 11:19-21

"... And the hand

of the Lord

was with them,

and a large number who

believed turned to the Lord":--

hese three short verses speak about

something special, something incredible,
something great that happened in Antioch. For
the very first time in history, they Gospel was
preached to Gentiles. Prior to this spectacular
event, the book of Acts tells us that Philip
preached to the Samaritans in the city of Samaria
(8:4&5). Samaritans were a mixed people, half
Jewish and half Gentile. Other believers were
preaching, but to Jews only. In chapter 10, you
find Peter involuntarily preaching to Cornelius, a
commander in the Italian cohort. Cornelius was a
semi-proselyte to Judaism, accepting Jewish
beliefs and practices but stopping short of
circumcision. He feared God and was anxious to
hear the Gospel. What's different about today’s
Bible verses is that certain believers didn’t go
straight to the Jews or Samaritans, but voluntarily
came to the Gentiles. Indeed, something different
happened in Antioch.

Three different steps were taken to prepare for
the spreading of the Gospel. First it was preached
to the people who were half-Jew and half-
Gentile. Then it was preached to those who
wanted to hear. Finally, it was preached to those
who didn’t know anything about it. My friend,
the purpose of the church is not to wait for the
invited, but to go directly out and find them.
That’s how and why the Christian church
multiplied itself throughout the world. It's here in
these small verses that the greatest thing
happened in history. When you analyze the
situation, you can see that persecution brought
scattering, but the scattering didn’t quiet matters.
Instead, believers preached, not from human
communication but from the power of God
working through and within them. The preaching
of God's Word through His Spirit made them
great witnesses. When you really look at the
persecution, evangelism, power, and witness that
took place in the early church, you can see God's
plan for salvation.

Stephen, the first martyr, was stoned to death
outside of Jerusalem because of his great faith.
He was full of God’s grace and power, as can be
heard in his last sermon (7:1-53) and seen in his
dying words (7:59&60), “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!” and “Lord, do not hold this sin against
them!" His death caused Christ’s people to scatter
away from Jerusalem, “So then those who were
scattered because of the persecution that occurred
in connection with Stephen made their way to
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the
word to no one except to Jews alone” (v. 19). The
idea was to lessen the impact of the Gospel, but
the reality was the opposite. The church didn't
die and it didn’t disappear. The believers who
were scattered spread the Good News and the
church grew and grew, all over the world.
Wherever they went, the Gospel was preached
and the church was built up. My dear friend,
every week when we scatter, we must preach. We
should live our daily lives for the glory of God.
The church started from persecution, and it

continues this day still under persecution.

The persecution and scattering of Christians
led to evangelism. Believers began speaking to
the Greeks, speaking about the Lord Jesus, “But
there were some of them, men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began
speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord
Jesus™ (v. 20). Until this day, believers were only
preaching to the Jewish crowds. Now, for the first
time, the fulfillment of the Lord’s command
began, “Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the
age” (Mt, 28:19-20), Amen, Finally, the Gospel is
preached to the Gentiles. The start of worldwide
evangelism is begun! The great happenings in
Antioch became the most important things for the
future. In essence, Antioch became the center
from which all missionary endeavors prospered.

The key to the successful evangelism of the
early believers was in the power they possessed.
“And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a
large number who believed turned to the Lord™
(v. 21). The hand of the Lord was with them!
Isn’t that power? A lot of people came to the
Lord Jesus Christ because of the power invested
in God’s children. Who were these people? They
were the kind of people who worshipped idols,
different gods. What happened to them? They
heard the Gospel, believed in it, and accepted
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. They
became born again Christians. Praise God! That's
why the Gospel spread throughout the earth.

A wonderful thing happened when the
Jerusalem church heard this news. They sent
Barnabas to Antioch, and Barnabas called on
Saul. What great witness took place! Together
they preached for an entire year, “And for an
entire year they met with the church and taught
considerable numbers; and the disciples were first
called Christians in Antioch™ (v. 26). One year is
actually not a very long time for the work they
had to do, but great blessings from God came
upon their time. And, right here, believers got
their name—"Christians”. The Bible doesn’t
mention the names of the men from Cyprus and
Cyrene who first witnessed to the Greeks in
Antioch. We don’t even know how many there
were, but we do know they were true disciples,
true missionaries. We do know they were the
ones who first preached to the Gentiles. As such,
the church of Antioch was founded by unnamed
missionaries. These special believers didn’t care
about recognition, fame, and respect from others.
They don’t care that their names aren’t written
down in church history and here in today’s
passage because their names are written in the
book of life, the eternal book of God. Their
names are recorded where it truly matters. Their
great witness made Antioch a Christian city on
which the Christian church started to build.
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