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| Sermon for Next Week |

ARE CHRISTIANS BETTER THAN NON-BELIEVERS ?

“What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged
that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin;” (Romans 3:9)

re we better than Jews, Gentiles, or even other Christians? Today's

Bible verse not only answers this question, but it holds a deep
spiritual principle concerning rightecusness that all Christians need to
grasp firmly. Earlier in his discourse, Paul explained that the Jews, God's
people, have great advantages and benefits, “Then what advantage has
the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? Great in every respect.
First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of Ged"(Rom. 3:1-
2). Paul also explained that even with superior value, they still could not
stand before the righteousness of God. In other words, no matter how
good or worthwhile you are, you cannot stand in front of God.

Paul further explained God's condemnation of the Gentile, saying, “And
just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave
them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,
being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil..."(Rom.
1:28-29). Paul reminded his readers that all Gentiles are terrible sinners
that willfully ignore God’s eternal power and divine nature. Thus, Paul
concluded, “What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have
already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; as it is
written, ‘There is none rightecus, not even one'" (Rom:. 3:9-10)

No one is righteous in this world, and the principles of God's judgment
are the same for all, Jew and Gentile (see Rom. 2:11). Therefore, as a
sinner, no one can stand on the justice of God. Whether you are a great
Jew or a poor Gentile, you are still a sinner, and no sinner can stand in the
presence of a righteous God.

The Jewish people received God's promises. They are the people of
circumcision. They received the Law at Mt. Sinai, and the seed of
Abraham and David fruitfully spreads through them. God delivered them
from Egypt, safely led them across the Red Sea, and gave them His
presence in the form of a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Passover and Pentecost are special celebrations for them. They built the
ark of the covenant, a holy tent, and a holy temple. The Old Testament
faithfully records God's revelations to them, and the New Testament
witnesses them as the people who introduced Jesus Christ, Messiah, to
the world. In addition, Jesus was born from the Jewish woman, Mary.
All told, Paul still says, "What then? Are we (Jews) better than they
(Gentiles)? Not atall.”

Now, my friend, I'm saying that all the above mentioned advantages of
the Jews does not, in any way, make them better than other people. If
we agree, then, are we (Christians) better than non-believers? Are white
people better than black people? Are Koreans better than Americans?
Are rich people better than poor people? Are healthy people better than
sick people? Are men bétter than women? Let us make it even more
personal. Are you better than an AIDS patient? Are you better than a
prostitute? Are you better than an alcoholic, smoker, or homosexual?
Perhaps you know a divorced family or someone in jail, are you better
than them? Maybe you have a high diploma from Seoul or Harvard
University, or maybe you have an important title, are you better than
those who do not? Does your denominational preference for
Presbyterian make you better than Lutherans, Baptists, Methodists, or
even Catholics? Let us go even deeper. As a child of God, are you better
than a Buddhist, Muslim, or atheist? Paul said, “Not at all.” The real
answer is that we are not better than others

We must witness and confess that we are in no way better than any
other human being on this planet. God created humans, and humans
made sin. That sin cast our ancestors, Adam and Eve, out of the Garden
of Eden, and disrupted our relationship with God. Therefore, whether you

are skilled or unskilled, it makes no difference in front of God's
righteousness. Perhaps your education and/or specialized training make
you a little better as a human being, but your overall quality still stinks in
front of God. Truly, | am begging you to give this matter your full
attention. | want you to understand that even if we are born again
Christians, we are not better than terrible sinners. You must realize this
truth.

Paul tells us, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no lenger | who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for
me"(Gal. 2:20). Christian life is no longer your own life. You have died,
and Christ now lives in you. The holiness of saints is only the Son of
God's perfect holiness. This is your fundamental confession, and it
should be your basic attitude. Your purpose is to reveal God's
righteousness on this earth. His salvation work is what makes you
righteous, and what makes you redeemed. His righteousness makes it
possible for you to have fellowship with Him. Therefore, all believers are
the same. We have to believe that we are the same, and not better than
others. Itis only God's rightecusness that gives you fellowship with Him.

The moment you think, ‘| am better than this or that person’, is the
moment you destroy God's righteousness. If you think you are better
than others, you are self-righteous. You have to know that you are the
waorst of sinners, and that only by the grace of God does He make you
righteous. You have to confess God's righteousness, His redemption.
Good works can cleanse no sin, yours or mine. All sin is paid off from the
blood of Jesus Christ. As such, how can you or anyone else be better
than another?

Paul confesses, "For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man shall live by
faith'"(Rom. 1:16-17). Here the secret of God is revealed. Righteous
means perfect. How can someone be righteous? The answer is only by
faith. Righteousness is summed up in and provided for all those who
believe in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. “Where then is
boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a
law of faith”(Rom. 3:27). From heaven to this earth, God's righteousness
is revealed. His righteousness comes into our hearts through faith, not
because you are better than someone else. The Son of God died for you,
if you believe it then everybody is the same. The righteousness of God
has been manifested, “even the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction”(Rom.
3:22). Whether you are male or female, rich or poor, smart or stupid,
there is no distinction because of God's righteousness. It reveals His
grace and mercy in Christ Jesus. If you believe, you can be God's child.

My dear friend, just because you are a believer you are not great. Your
faith gives you freedom. |If you believe in God's righteousness,
redemption, and mercy, you have to witness it. It is not about anything
you have done, so do not ever be proud in that way. Deny yourself
everyday. Judah, the betrayer, is not worse than the apostle John. If you
can understand that, you can be one of Jesus’ best disciples. So, are we
better than non-believers? No way! Are they better than us? No, we are
equal, for we are all sinners. Only God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit
are rightecusness, and only in their grace and mercy can we be made
righteousness: 4
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