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Sermon for Next Sunda

PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL

“Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect,
but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
“YBrethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do:
Jorgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,
@] press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 3:12~14)

ast year has passed and a new year is here. It's a good time to
L reflect on our primary goal in life, taking inventory to prepare for
the future, In today’s Bible verses Paul explains his strategy for
reaching his number one goal. Paul is the author of many books in
the New Testament, so we can consider him a trustworthy source.
He was a great Christian who offered great godly lessons. His
heartfelt proposal for pressing on toward the goal of life involved
past regret, the present race, and the promised reward.

What should we do about regret? Every Christian has regrets
because we all make mistakes. We tend to replay our errors, but
the past is the past. Concerning his resurrection, Paul said, “Not
that | have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but |
press on so that | may lay hold of that for which also | was laid hold
of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, | do not regard myself as having laid
hold of it yet; but one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind" (Phil.
3:12~13). Paul forgot the past! For many years he had persecuted
Jesus, but Jesus caught him and gave him orders and he repented
and listened (Act. 9:4~6). Even though Paul hadn't achieved or
gotten anything yet, he still let go of the past. How should we deal
with last year's blunders? All we have to do is confess our sins and
be forgiven, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”(1
Jn. 1:9). Like Paul, we can totally let go of all our sinful memories.
Christ’s blood can clear our conscience, “how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself
without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God?"(Heb. 9:14). Doesn't this give us
encouragement? Please leave all your past failures with the Lord,
whether sins that might overwhelm or good things that might cause
one to rest on his/her accomplishments, and forget about them.
Leave the past behind.

How should we run life's race? Paul emphasized, “and reaching
forward to what lies ahead” (Phil. 3:13). Paul approached the future
with anticipation and faith. He was eager to see what he could
achieve for Christ. Think about how many times he was interrupted
by imprisonment, beatings, and slander. Here are the facts that you
and | must face; we will always have problems. Our problems will
either be problem conscience or power conscience. Problem
conscience situations revolve around discouragement and
depression over not being able to do something and power
conscience situations center on encouraging ourselves to do things
on our own. We approach each day expecting the best or the worst,
which is sad. Christians shouldn't run the race of life that way. We
should run the race of life with faith only. 2 Timothy 4:6~8 says,
“For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time
of my departure has come. | have fought the good fight, | have

finished the course, | have kept the faith; in the future there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me,
but also to all who have loved His appearing.” Paul kept the faith in
two senses; he was obedient to it and he passed it on as he
received it. His faith came from God’'s word, not his past
experiences. Living by faith means denying self. No matter which
way the Spirit leads there will always be problems and
persecutions, "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated
Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would
love its own; but because you are not of the world, but | chose you
out of the world, because of this the world hates you"(Jn.
15:18~19). When you practice faith, you will have peace in the
midst of tribulation, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”(Rom. 5:1). If
you deny your own opinion then the Holy Spirit can talk to you, “But
when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the
truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He
hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to
come”(Jn. 16:13). Faith is the key to running the race of life. All
Christians must live by faith. Faith and fear are opposites, but faith
wins and fear loses. Faith conquers fear.

Why should our goal be the promised reward? Throughout all his
hardships, of which he had many, Paul proclaimed, "l press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 3:14). Paul was determined to hold back nothing from
the Lord. He was a fully surrendered man. He was consistent in his
Christian walk. He understood the value of eternal life. Jesus
promises to reward all His faithful servants, “Behold, | am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man
according to what he has done”(Rev. 22:12). Eternal rewards are
more valuable than anything this world has to offer. The prize of
resurrecting from the dead and living in God's presence forever is
the result of gloifying God through your faith in Jesus Christ, which
is the sole purpose of this life.

My dear friends, please don’t be proud of what you have or
depressed over what you've done badly. Let's forget those things
that are behind, and let's reach forward to all the things to come.
The future is fantastic for you and me as believers. Indeed, the best
is yet to come! Ponder for a moment 1 Corinthians 2:9, “Things
which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which'have not
entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who
love Him.” You and | have this wonderful secret, and we are scon
going to reap the benefits of our faith in Christ beyond our
imagination. Knowing this, | hope you join in Paul's strategy and live
this year by faith. Amen. d
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