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Written Down on Earth

(Jeremiah 17:13)

X|585%

Sermon for next week

“O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you will be put to shame. Those who turn away from you

will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the LORD, the spring of living water.”

In today’s Bible passage, the Lord
God tells us, “Cursed is the man
who trusts in mankind and makes flesh
his strength, and whose heart turns
away from the Lord” (17:5). The
background of this passage was
Judah’s periodic attempts to seek the
help of Egypt against Babylon.
During trying times, many people
place their faith in someone or
something other than God. This is, of
course, a big mistake because such
efforts produce bad results. Why?
God tells us, “The heart is more
deceitful than all
desperately sick: who can understand
it? (17:9). The natural condition of
humans is sinful. No matter how good
one may think his intentions, without
the Lord God, they are selfish, rotten,
and wicked. Those who are self-
sufficient may think that their hard
work, sacrifices, and good deeds are
beneficial, but God’s Word tells us
something quite different, “those who

else and is

turn away on earth will be written
down™ (17:13).

Do you want to be written down on
earth or in the book of life? Let’s think
about all the things that happen to
those people who depart from the
Lord, and why. Generally speaking,
everyone likes to think in terms of
their own goal. Where your heart is, is
where your goal is. When you think
about your personal goal, you think of
ways in which to attain it, to grab it for
some benefit. Everything you think
about on this earth, this reality, makes
you not want to lose the opportunity to
get your goal. Do you want to catch
carthly things? If so, that’s way you
depart from God.

God always desires to be near
humans, but humans always try to get
away from God. When it comes to
selfishness, people are eager. Their
own goals force them to move away
from God. Of course, this leads to
human decay. As a Christian,
whenever you want to go your way,
you against the flow of the Holy Spirit.

Your ways are not God's ways, just as
your thoughts are not God's thoughts
(see Isa. 55:8). When you void your
faith in God, amazing things happen.
You begin to see your
accomplishments as a good thing.
Your fame and fortune lead you to
think that your works are worthwhile.
To the world and yourself, it appears as

direction for their own lives, thinking
that the results appear humble and
wise, when in fact the results are only
a matter of tremendous pride.

Human talent is limited. No matter
how spectacular your achievements
may appear, without Christ, they are
nothing. Time and nature eventually
ruin all earthly efforts. What may

Do you want to be written down
on earth or in the book of life? Let’s think
about all the things that happen
to those people who depart from the Lord,
and why. Generally speaking,

everyone likes to think in terms of their own goal.
Where your heart is, is where your goal is.

When you think about your

personal goal, you think of ways in which to

attain it, to grab it for some benefit.
Everything you think about on this earth, this reality,

makes you not want to lose
the opportunity to get your goal. Do you want to
catch earthly things? If so, that’s
way you depart from God.

if you've made it.

Those who turn away from God
and become successful in their
endeavors, start looking for their own
glory. Human history is filled with
famous people who found it
paramount to leave their mark on this
world. People have actually labored to
bequeath their name as a treasure,
etched somewhere upon this earth,
Whatever effort or result they are able
to leave behind, they want to save it
eternally on the earth. They've thought
that their power was valuable and their
talent great. Their hope is that
whatever they’ve done can be kept.
Most people respect and follow this

appear as a sure result, surely isn’t for
those who turn away from God.
Selfish motives always lead to bad
results. People with earthly goals have
their name written down on earth.
People with heavenly goals have their
name written down in heaven. Earthly
goals fail because they are short lived,
material, and weak. Heavenly goals
are eternal, spiritual, and strong. But
still, so many people want to put down
their treasures on earth because they
don’t understand that even though a
deep human heart searches truth, it
doesn’t make a good result. The Bible
tells us how weak humans are, and
history shows us our downfalls and

failures. There is no righteous man.
The only assured results that can come
to you, come by way of faith in Jesus
Christ.

Beautiful, brilliant, and lasting
results happen when you come to the
Lord. Although your history may be
anything but brilliant, and your earthly
life has been filled with failures, in
Jesus your name is forever and ever
written down in the book of life.
Humans can’t erase what has been
written in the heart of God. Once your
name is written in heaven, it can never
be forgotten. God gives new life to
believers. Jesus sacrificed His life and
purchased with His blood the names of
all who believe in Him. That name
returns to the Lord. It is a name always
remembered because of the righteous
love of God. Amen!

In human history, the most
wonderful thing happened because of
the cross. God wants to be close to
you. He calls out, “Come to Me, all
who are weary and heavy-laden, and I
will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28). If God
writes your name down, who can erase
it? “O Lord, the hope of Israel, All
who forsake You will be put to shame,
Those who tum away on earth will be
written down, Because they have
forsaken the fountain of living water,
even the Lord” (v. 13). When you
come back to God, He says, “But you
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God’s own
possession, so that you may proclaim
the excellencies of Him who has called
you out of darkness into His
marvelous light”(1 Pet. 2:9). Why
would anyone want to go the stupid
way, the selfish way, to have their
name written on this earth? Jesus
sacrificed His life for the glory of God.
Let’s sacrifice our life and come to
Jesus, where our name can be written
down forever in heaven! Living for
Jesus is the only way that concludes
successfully. Come back to Him, and
good results will happen, “Blessed is
the man who trusts in the Lord and
whose trust is the Lord” (17:7). 4
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