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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WHAT IS A MISSIONARY TO DO?

“Eor the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”
“How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him
whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? ""How will they preach unless
they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING
GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!”(Romans 10:11~15)

oday’'s message is about the importance and purpose of

missionary work. When Paul, a missionary apostle, wrote to the
church in Rome he expressed his deep longing for the salvation of
Israel, "Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is
for their salvation.”(v. 1) Think about the reason you became a
Christian. Was it for material blessings, happiness, or even peace?
No, you became a Christian because you realized that you were a
sinner who was separated from God, and needed to be saved from
eternal death. A lot of people go to church to see others and be seen
by others, for the educational or music programs; or just for fun
because it makes them feel good. Church is about relating with God,
not others. It is about salvation, not socialization. Sadly, many of
today's missionary programs focus on educating and developing the
poor. Their inner desire is to provide food and medical supplies,
expand educational curriculums, and build wealth. They miss the
most important element of their work, which is the salvation of the
people they were sent 1o serve. Their heartfelt love for others is not
spiritually inspired, but worldly oriented. How does someone receive
salvation? Is it from food, medicine, or people? No, salvation only
comes through a person's relationship with Jesus Christ. How can
those who have not heard the good news believe in Jesus Christ?
They need Christian missionaries who actually preach the gospel.
How do Christian missionaries p‘reach to the lost? They must be
sent!

Christian missionaries must go where the Holy Spint sends them.
Jesus said, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them tc observe all that | commanded you: and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the age.”(Mt. 28:19~20)
Missionary work is about reaching all nations. It demands worldwide
vision. It calls for concern for all lost people. So, whether the Holy
Spirit sends you across the street or around the world, missionary
feet must travel. Missionary feet that go where Jesus calls are
beautiful, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news
of good things! " (v. 15)

Christian missionaries must preach the gospel. Scripture tells us
that whoever believes in Jesus Christ will not be disappointed (v.
11), “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the
same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;
for WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE

SAVED."(vv. 12~13) If missionaries go to give others clothing, food,
medicine, money, or shelter then what eternal profit will the lost
receive? 1 Corinthians 4:1 says, “Let a man regard us in this manner,
as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.” Paul
encountered the lost with two things, “For | determined to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”(1 Cor.
2:2) Paul didn't preach about education, economic welfare, or
medical treatments. He preached about the love of God, Jesus
Christ. Today's missionaries need to see people as God sees them.
They need to talk to the lost about our precious Jesus Christ, who
died on a cross for our sins. It is such a simple message, yet rarely
delivered.

Christian missionaries must witness the gospel through their life.
The gospel transforms people. Missionaries follow Jesus, not the
world. They do not rely on their own abilities, but instead let the
Holy Spirit lead their minds and their mouths. Their actions and
speech show others what real peace and real love is all about. Their
life illustrates to others that Jesus Christ is with them. It reveals the
power of the gospel. Their faith comes across in their attitude and
world view. Whenever a real missionary talks to others, somehow
and in someway those others are changed because new creatures
have an effect on old things. Their witness touches troubled hearts.
It makes others either hunger for God's word or gnash their teeth in
utter contempt.

When Christian missionaries go where the Holy Spirit leads,
preach the gospel, and witness the power of Christ, then others
start changing. It is amazing grace! Too many churches focus on
human desires and miss out on real missionary work. Paul
proclaimed, “For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also
received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures.”(1 Cor. 15:3~4) That is the gospel this
church needs to send. That is the gospel that all missionaries must
preach. The gospel is all about the good news of eternal life through
Jesus Christ. Have you received this gift? Are you willing to share
this news to whomever God wants to hear it? My dear friend, are
you a Christian? If yes, then Jesus is calling you to missionary work.
Go where the Holy Spirit wants, and do not bring anything with you
but the message of salvation in Jesus Christ which transformed you
into God'’s child. g
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