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n today's Bible verses Paul
Irsminded the Corinthian Church
about the original intent of the
Eucharist and agape love of God. He
recalled the actual institution by the
Lord Jesus Himself on the night when
He was betrayed. His strong reference
to Judas may have been a non-
incidental challenge to the Corinthians
concerning their own behavior. Like
Judas, they were not taking Christ’s
love seriously. As such, He explained
to them what he personally received
from the Lord Himself, “For I received
from the Lord that which I also
delivered to you” (v. 23). I cannot be
sure how Paul received God's
revelation, but I do know that he did
not receive the Gospel from man. He
was not taught by man about the
Gospel. The Gospel came to Paul
through the revelation of Jesus Christ,
“For I neither received it from man,
nor was I taught it, but I received it
through a revelation of Jesus Christ”
(Gal. 1:12).

Paul emphasized the basic
objective of the Lord’s Supper because
the Corinthian Church needed to know
what this serious meal was all about.
You, too, should fully comprehend the
significance of this meal. What is it?
This meaning, behavior, and objective
of the Lord’s Supper is the Lord’s
death! In other words, the meaning is
about Jesus® death, your behavior is
about remembering Jesus' death, and
the objective is to proclaim Jesus®
death. These three all important things
the Corinthian Church did not
understand. These three all important
things are what [ would like to explain
step by step.

“For I received from the Lord that

which I also delivered to you, that the

Lord Jesus in the night in which He
was betrayed took bread (v, 23). Paul
received directly from the Lord that He
“took bread”. What does “took bread”
mean? It means His body. Jesus took
His body, “and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and said, “This is
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Sermon for next weck [

Significance of the Meal

(1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

“For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me’” (v. 24). Isn’t
that serious? After Jesus had given His
body, He prayed and gave thanks for
it. Then, He broke His body and
proclaimed its remembrance. Jesus

. Himself was so serious about His own

body that He took His body, He prayed

as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me” (v. 25). He explained what the
Old Testament had mentioned,
“Behold, days are coming, declares the
Lord, when 1 will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah™ (Jer. 31:31).
Amen! Indeed, the days of coming

Now, we must come to His table
Jor His meal. He gave us His body, His blood,
totally nothing is left. He made
a new covenant and asks us to be serious

when we partake of Him. He asks us to

remember His body,
His blood, and His death at this meal.
Remember God’s love. Remember

God’s grace.

and gave thanks for His body, he broke
His body, and He proclaimed His
body. After He performed these four
key elements, He made a beautiful
conclusion by saying, “this is My
body, which is for you”. Isn’t that
wonderful? Doesn’t it show you the
importance of the Lord’s Table? Can
you see the significance and
seriousness of this precious meal?
Unfortunately, the Corinthian Church,
like Judas, wasn’t serious about the
Lord’s Supper. And Jesus added, “do
this in remembrance of Me”. Amen!
Jesus doesn’t want your mental
remembrance. He wants you to
practice this in reality. This day was
historically set aside as Passover, when
the Israelites departed from Egypt.
Similarly, you have to take off from
the sinfulness world and enter by faith
into a covenant relationship with God.
Jesus not only “took bread”, but at
this Table He also took the cup, “In the
same way He took the cup also after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood; do this, as often

came when Jesus took the cross. The
cup which He held represented the
New Covenant, the covenant made by
His blood. Jesus really explained
God's promise given in the Old
Testament. This same table, this same
cup, stands before you now, “do this,
“as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me™. That’s the
significance of this meal!

Paul explained that this covenant is
about Jesus” death and remembrance,
plus, “For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until He comes™ (v.
26). He also explained about Jesus’
resurrection and second coming. He
emphasized His death, resurrection,
and second coming so that you will
remember the significance of all three
at the Lord’s table. Jesus told us, “for I
say to you, I shall never again eat it
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of
God” and “for I say to you, I will not
drink of the fruit of the vine from now
on until the kingdom of God comes™
(Lk. 22:16, 18). Basically, this is the

same meaning as today’s verse 26,
Jesus asks us to remember His death
and emphasize His second coming. In
other words, His covenant is going to
be finished when He returns. Because
He died, the second part of the
covenant begins. We call it the age of
grace because His blood, only His
blood, provides the way for humans to
get to heaven. And when God
determines, Jesus Christ will return to
bring all His children together in
heaven.

“Clean out the old leaven so that
you may be a new lump, just as you
are in fact unleavened. For christ our
Passover also has been sacrificed” (1
Cor. 5:7). Paul urges that the
Corinthians practice correspond to
their position. Christ was already
sacrificed, and, just as Passover was
followed by the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, so should the Corinthians, who
were already cleansed, now walk in
holiness. Through Christ’s death, men
and women can know the glorious
freedom of forgiveness and have a
personal knowledge of God. Those
who enter this personal relationship,
this covenant relationship with the
Lord, naturally enter at the same time
into a covenant relationship with one
another, hence a new lump. Thus, the
covenant community is established,
and that is precisely what the
Corinthians were understanding by
their behavior. Same as this church.
There are lots of times for us where the
death of Christ was not central, the
return of Christ was not dominant, and
the love of Christ was not in control,
Worldly success and personal
enjoyment took center stage. Oh, how
we are bad. Now, we must come to His
table for His meal. He gave us His
body, His blood. totally nothing is left.
He made a new covenant and asks us
to be serious when we partake of Him.
He asks us to remember His body, His
blood, and His death at this meal.
Remember God's love. Remember
God’s grace. Not only that, proclaim
His death until He, the Messiah, the
resurrected Jesus Christ, returns.
Amen!
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