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Sermon for next week

I Know

(Job 19:25)

HB153

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.”

Job lived through a very, very
difficult situation. Satan had
destroyed everything but his life.
His relatives, neighbors, and those
who we might call “best friends”
blamed him for the troubles in his
life. Instead of comfort, these
people brought affliction. To them,
their intentions were appropriate
and proper. They believed they
were consoling him, but actually
they were slandering him instead of
making him peaceful. How often
do we find in trouble that our “best
friends™ are really accusers? From
this terrible situation, Job was able
to proclaim his faith in the
Redeemer, “As for me. I know that
my Redeemer lives, And at the last
He will take His stand on the earth”
(v. 25). His faith in his Redeemer,
absent the incarnation, death,
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus
is remarkable. He believed in what
would happen, whereas we believe
in what has happened. Let's learn
from him about our living
Redeemer.

Job had a best friend, a true
friend, among cruel friends. He
calls Him “my Redeemer™, and
looks to him in his trouble. He
knows his Redeemer as a kinsman,
nearest to him of all family. And
it's true, there is no kinsman so
near as Jesus. None so close and
none so kind. Jesus' love is
voluntary. He is not forced to be a
brother, but so in heart, and by His
own choice of our nature. As such,
He is more than a brother. He's not
ashamed to call believers His
“For both He who
sanctifies and those who are

brethren,

sanctified are all from one Father;
for which reason He is not
ashamed to call them brethren”

(Heb. 2:11). Amen! Even when His
disciples had forsaken Him, He still
called them “my brethren” (see M.
28:10). Jesus is an eternal kinsman,
“Who will separate us from the
love of Christ? Will tribulation, or
distress. or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword”
(Rom. 8:35)7

Amen! Jesus is our vindicator. He
is the Redeemer who releases us
from bondage. He is the Redeemer
of lost estates, privileges, and joys.
He redeems us from the hand of
the enemy. Redeeming both by
price and by power.

Job had real property among
absolute poverty. He speaks of “my

Job will cling to Him forever and ever

because He is his only hope

in life and death.

He believes he may lose all else

but never the redemption of his God,

the kinship of his Savior

Job looks to his Redeemer as
his kinsman, and as his vindicator.
Indeed. Jesus will exonerate us
from every false charge by
pleading the causes of our soul. He
will defend us from every jibe and
jest. He will even absolve us from
true charges by bearing our sin
Himself and becoming our
righteousness through justification.
He will acquit us from the
accusations of Satan, “The Lord
said to Satan. “The Lord rebuke
you, Satan’” (Zech. 3:2)! How
reassuring is the voice from heaven
that says, “Now the salvation and
the power, and the kingdom of our
God and the authority of His Christ
have come, for the accuser of our
brethren has been thrown down,
he who accuses them before our
God day and night” (Rv. 12:10).

redeemer lives™, as meaning
everything else is gone but his
Redeemer. His Redeemer is still his
own, and lives for him. Job accepts
Him as such, and leaves himself in
His hands. He has felt somewhat of
His power already, and is confident
that all is well with him, even in his
terrible situation, since his
Redeemer is also his Protector. Job
will cling to Him forever and ever
because He is his only hope in life
and death. He believes he may lose
all else but never the redemption of
his God, the kinship of his Savior.
Job had a living kinsman
among a dying family. He knew
the great Lord as ever living, as the
everlasting Father who would
sustain and comfort him. He
believed that the Lord was the head
of his house. He held his Redeemer

as an intercessor to plead in heaven
for him. He held his Redeemer as a
defender to preserve his rights on
earth. Moreover, Job looked to his
Redeemer as his righteousness, to
clear him at last. Do we have a
living Christ or do we have a dead
Christ in our church? Are you
departing from Christ or are you
coming to Him as your divine
vindicator who abides in the power
of endless life?

Job had absolute certainty
among uncertain affairs. He
confesses, “1 know™. He had no
doubts this
Everything else may have been

about matter.
questionable, but this was certain.
His faith made him certain. Indeed,
faith brings sure evidence. It
substantiates what it receives and
make us know. Job's trials could
not make him doubt. Why should
they? They touched not the
relationship of his God, or the heart
of his Redeemer, or the life of his
Vindicator. His difficulties could
not make him fear failure on this
point, for the life of his Redeemer
was the source of deliverance
which lay out of himself, and was
never doubtful.

Happy is he who can say, *I
know that my Redeemer lives”. Do
you have this great knowledge? Do
you act in accordance with such an
assurance? Will you not at this
moment wholeheartedly adore
your loving Kinsman? At the start
of this new year of 2001, I hope
your sure of your Kinsman,
Vindicator, and Redeemer. Like
Job, I pray you know that your
Redeemer lives. Unlike Job, I pray
you know the ease of your faith!
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