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(D Christmas' s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan @

The Meaning of Christmas
(Luke 2:11)

hristians celebrate Christmas to honor the historical reality of
the birth of Christ. [t is an officially recognized holiday (
day) that takes place on December 25th and for the Eastern

holy

Orthodox on January 7th. The customs of Christmas festivity take
on many jovful traditions; drawn from all over the world. Some
Christians practice the lighting of the advent candles, singing
Christmas hymns, special family devotions from the Bible, and
family share-time of what Jesus means to them. Some Christians
also practice gift giving, sending cards, decorating their home,
and preparing special food dishes, etc.... Sadly, many Christians

get caught up in the “wordly” aspects of the celebration and
tatally neglect the

seasor then becomnes forgotten and lost.

“heavenly” expressions. The reason for the
Christmas is not about Santa Clause, giving and receiving

presents, friendship gatherings, making special food, hanging ormnaments or any

varied practice of the kind. Some of these elements can enhance the celebration; if

one knows what they are celebrating. The key to Christmas is not only
understanding what it means (and very few people actually know) but having the
heart that is able to reflect and therefore able t©o witness such knowledge. The
heart that is able 1o reflect and therefore able to witness such knowledge.

For example, most Christians respond 1o the question: "What is the meaning of
Christmas ? " by swating that it means when Jesus was borm. The answer is not
incorrect. What' s wrong is that only a few people understand what Jesus' birth
means 1o them. Those who know the experience of Christmas can express the joy
and peace of it, but those who don' t experience the true meaning of Christmas
can only and express the despair and wirmoil of Christmas traditions.

Christmas is the welcome tdings from heaven for mankind. It is the good
news of pure joy and perfect peace. The Bible tells us that on the arrival of Christ
s birth, an angel of the Lord appeared to some shepherds working in a field near
Bethlehem and announced: “for today in the city of David there has been bom for
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). The exact day on which Jesus
was bom is unknown to us. The city of David was the birthplace of King David (1
Samuel 16:1) whao prefigured the Shepherd of Isracl whom the prophets spoke of
as the one sent not by man but from God. Jesus being born in Bethlehem
therefare fulfilled the Old Testament s prophecy of the Anointed One' s birthplace.

The proclamation “there has been hom for you' refers to the Shepherd of
humanity- all the sinners of the world. We see three very imponant titles that are
given to Jesus in the herald angel s announcement: Savior, Christ, and Lord, As
Savior, He has the power to save us. Save us from what 7 Ever since sin entered
the world through Adam the nature of all human beings became sinful and the
consequence for all sin is death, God s sacrificial love for the world is His only
Son - Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only key 1o receiving a new nature that provides
salvation.

As Christ, He is the Messiah - the Anointed One promised (0 renew God s
peaple. He is the ruler who shall restore the lost and reunite the scatered and
fuliill the Kingdom with nghteousness, peace and joy. As Lord, He is God. Jesus
was bom as both God and man. He is the one to which every knee shall bow,
The Bible tells us,

Christmas is also about Immanuel. "Behold, the virgin shall be

with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel -which

transiated means, God with us” (Mathew 1:23). God loves us so much that He
abides with us in Jesus Christ.

Although Jesus now sits at the right hand of God the Father in heaven, we are
not abandoned. We are never alone in Christ, the Holy Spirit creates 4 permanent
seal in our relationship with Jesus. Upon our faith in Him, we are baptized with
the Holy Spirit who brings His presence into our heart. We experience God the
Father dnd Godd the Son through the Holy Spirit.

In the §

only Son first coming to this earth. It is the most awesome gift

Spirit of Chiristmas we understand the wonderful gift of God' s one and
our loving Father

has given 1o us! Without God' s marvelous gift of grace and mercy, we Gentiles
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were without hope. We were dead in sin. It is only through Jesus that we are
grafted into and become God' s people. Jesus is the one who conquered death,
ascended into heaven and is coming back again! He is the Savior, Christ, and Lord
of all humanity. Through faith in Him, we are able to personally and corporately
foretaste the glory of God.

And all glory belongs to God. People who are .sc*[f~c‘anfi<Jc11t cannot

W

experience God s glory, We dc‘cpgn our understanding of "who™ Christians are

when we recognize the importance of “who” the herald :mgel first delivered God'

s good news of great joy to. The message of great joy to mankind came to the
shepherds who were keeping watch over their flock by night. In those days,
shepherding was looked upon as a lowly position. Remember that King David
himself was once a shepherd and thus became the shepherd of Israel. God chose
the common shepherds, the people of no account in the world s estimate, as the
first receivers of the incredible news from the spiritual world, He didn' t choose the
high priests or noblemen.

Why did God chose those who would commonly be considered foolish, weak,
15

and of no consequence to receive such an imporant message ? The answer

found in Paul s letter to the Corinthians:

“For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but
God has chosen the foolish things of the world 10 shame the wise,
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the
things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the
despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may
nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before God”
(1 Cor. 1:26-29).
The Corinthians' or

own church group did not include many wise, mighty

noble. God wants us to know that the message of Jesus is foolishness to the
perishing and that He uses the world' s idea of foolishness to convey that message

His purpose is to exclude all boasting in self.

After the angel of the Lord delivered God' s good news of great joy to the

shepherds, a multitude of the heavenly host appeared with the herald angel and
they sang two things: "Glory to Gad in the highest, and on earth peace among

2:14). 1

to God in heaven and peace to human beings on earth who have faith in

men with whom He is pleased” (Luke he advent of Christ s birth brings
glory
Him.

This peace that God gives us through Jesus Christ is something that many
people don’ t grasp. This perfect peace comes to all those who trust in Him, whose
thoughts turn often to the Lord. Tt is a peace that brings joy to your heart even in
the midst of turmoil. This peace brings such joy that it makes you want to sing out:
Glory to God in the Highest, sing glory to God, Glory o God in the Highest and
peace to His people on earth. It is a peace that frees you from concern and let you
please Gaud in glory.

God is pleased with those who have faith in His Son. Those who have faith in
Those who ohey His commands live a Christ-

His Son obey His commands. y
: Holy Spirit.

centered life. Those who live a Christ-centered life are directed by the
Those who are directed by the Holy Spirit are blessed with His peace. Those that
nal life

are blessed with His peace are promised etemal life. Those who receive eter

are Christians. Those who are Christians believe in Christ.

We Christians need to recognize our transgressions. We need to sincerely
repent and seek God s unending mercy and grace. We need o focus on our
heavenly destination and express ourselves with pure hearts in prayers. Isn' t it
absolutely amazing that all our sins, all our wrong doings can be washed away
and totally forgotten because of our wonderful Savior. Jesus Christ is our
Redeemer - His death paid the price for our sins so that we can come to our holy
Father in confidence as we are totally clean - freed from sin - to worship Him as
Lord in peace and glory!!!
is totally incredible, amazing,

God' s grace that we receive in Jesus Christ

mindboggling, spectacular and unending. In His grace we live, We Christians must
not take this for granted. We must honor our Lord and remember that His coming
gave us eternal life. His coming gave us the opportunity to call God “Our Father”
His coming was the gift of all gifts. Let s keep "His Coming close 1o our heans in
this Christmas and really celebrate by cleansing ourselves through humble
repentance and true worship.

It s my prayer that all members of our church corporately celebrates Christmas
in the Holy Spirit. It' s my hope that the Christmas worship service will nurture
each member to witness to one' s family and friends through prayers, praises,
thanksgivings, and songs the true meaning of Christrnas; which is that God loved
at He
Him shall not perish but have etemal life. Let Jesus be the center of our Christrnas

gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in

the world so much th

celebration and always the center of our lives, Merry Christmas and may the joy

and peace of God be with you and your family.
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