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TODAY’S
COMMUNION

(1 Corinthians 11:23-27)

“For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord

Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in

remembrance of Me.” In the same way He took the cup also after supper;

saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. Therefore whoever eals

the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty

of the body and the blood of the Lord.”

ow fitting it is that foday is the
first Sunday of the New Year
2003 in which we come together for
Communion. Every Communion service
ought to bring such renewal! Our
church joins in this ceremony at least
six times a year for all five services.
We need to ensure that our practices
of this Holy Communion are
spiritualistic, not ritualistic. It is a
special fime that demands our special
attention. As such, how do we
spiritually partake? We need to go
back to the first night that Jesus
made this sacrament. We have to
rekindle our first love. We have to
make this occasion a time for new
dedication. The Lord's Table is not a
means to salvation. It does not belong
exclusively fo Choong Hyun.
Communion is a time for remembering
the life, death, and second coming of
Jesus Christ. Let's consider the
essential elements of our reflection.
Communion is a fime for looking
backward. Jesus instituted this
ceremony on the “night in which He was
betrayed.” He knew that the cross lay

ahead. He knew that His body and
blood would establish the new
covenant. We need to remember
Christ's death on the cross. We need
to remember that "He is also head of
the body, the church; and He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that He Himself will come to
have first place in everything. For it
was the Father's good pleasure for all
the fullness to dwell in Him, and
through Him to reconcile all things to
Himself, having made peace through
the blood of His cross; through Him, I
say, whether things on earth or things
in heaven” (Col. 1:18-20). Amen. Jesus
Christ is God's amazing grace. He is
the life, the remedy for alienation
from God. His cross is our message.
All other methods may bring
temporary success, but only the
message of the cross lasts forever.
We may help the poor and less
fortunate, we may tithe regularly, and
we may live in moral obedience but only
the cross of Christ brings salvation.
Communion is a time to personalize
what the death and resurrection of

e

Christ means to you.

Communion is a time for looking
inward. At the time Paul spoke today's
message to the Corinthian church; they
were taking the Lord's Supper lightly.
He warned them, "For he who eats and
drinks, eats and drinks judgment to
himself if he does not judge the body
rightly.” It's imperative that we
search our hearts and confess our sins.
We need to take the time o repent
and breakdown the sinfulness of our
hearts. Paul also warned the
Corinthian church, "For this reason
many among you are weak and sick, and
a number sleep." Communion is a
serious activity that requires solemn
self-examination.

Communion is a time for looking
outward. It's God's call to sinners to
see the Gospel of Christ's death. Our
coming together in remembrance of
Christ is itself an evangelistic message.
After Jesus took the cross, He rose
again, and empowered believers with
His Holy Spirit. His great commission
says, "but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Every
communion service should reach out fo
the lost. Each participant is a withess
to Christ's life, death, and
resurrection.

Communion is a time for looking
forward and upward. “For as often as
you eat this bread and drink the cup
you proclaim the Lord's death until He
comes." Indeed, we look forward to
Jesus Christ's second coming.
Definitely, we look upward for that
moment of glorious revelation. Our
hearts desire is to see our Savior face
to face.

Are you prepared to come fo the
Lord's Table today? Are you now ready
to participate in the spiritual blessings
of Christ's amazing love? Are you
equipped to fellowship with the family
of God? The Lord invites you to His
table. Please take the fime fo reflect
and remember Him in today's
Communion. |
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