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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GOD'S POWER

“bAnd when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness. “”And the congregation of those who
believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own,
but all things were common property to them. “?And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. (Acts 4:31~33)

Il human beings desperately need God's power. We need His
power to overcome the enemy of our souls. We need His
power to reach the lost in the world. We need His power to live
the Christian life. The good news is that all the power we need is
available! There is no shortage, but rather a never-ending supply.
The problem is that people don't believe and that’s why we can't
find it. Jesus said, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the age"(Mt. 28:18~20).
The Lord Jesus promises to be ever-present with His people and to
give them His power. When you get this power, do you know what
happens? You can do all things, "I can do all things through Him
who strengthens me”(Phil. 4:13). Do you believe it? Most
Christians say they believe it but they don't practice it. Jesus says,
| am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and | in
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do
nothing”(Jn. 15:5). No one can do anything worthwhile without
God's power. Jesus promised us this power through our faith in
Him, "but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth”(Acts 1:8). The primitive church in today’s Bible verses had
the power to change the world. The Jews of their day complained
to authorities, "+~ These men who have upset the world have come
here also"(Acts 17:6), and Gentile merchants criticized, "--These
men are throwing our city into confusion”(Acts 16:20). How can
we receive God's great power? g
We need to plug into the power of prayer, "And when they had
prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken,
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the
word of God with boldness”(Acts 4:31). When the primitive church
prayed, God's power came, and it came so forcibly that the very
ground on which they prayed trembled. Each member was touched
by the Holy Spirit, and spoke with confidence about God. Jesus
taught us to pray, “Father, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom
come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins,
For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And
lead us not into temptation”(Lk. 11:2~4). Prayer brings fellowship
with God and gives us the power of the Holy Spirit. It encourages
us and leads us to boldly declare Christ to others. It teaches us to
depend on God and to tune our desires and wishes to His will.
We need to plug into the power of love, “And the congregation

of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of
them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all
things were common property to them”(Acts 4:32). This display of
Christian charity cannot happen without love. The primitive church
didn't operate on the principle of demO.Cracy with the majority of
opinions winning. They functioned on love. Love always brings
people together. Each person esteemed others more than
himself/herself, and thus were able to share all things in common.
They had true Christian fellowship that was built on love. All
Christian efforts are useless without love. Love forgives and breaks
down barriers. It looks for the best in our brothers and sisters, Love
concentrates on others in the church and produces a passion for
the lost. It enables Christians to put away differences and view
human beings as more important than possessions, “Love is
patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is
not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own,
is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does
not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things"(1Cor. 13:4~7). Love is truly supreme. When you wonder
how this kind of primitive church existed, understand that it did so
with the love that comes from believing in Jesus Christ
wholeheartedly.

We must plug into the power of witnessing, “And with great
power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all”(Acts 4:33).
The apostles were given "great” power. This praying and loving
church became a powerful witness. They witnessed to the power
of the cross and resurrection. Paul preached, "that | may know
Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death”(Phil. 3:10). Dying and
rising with Christ into new life is something every Christian should
share with their neighbors, communities, and acquaintances at
large. Evangelism is the greatest need of our time. Churches the
world over languish because of their lack of witnesses for Christ.
Witnessing Christians are powerful forces for God.

My dear friend, the Christians of the primitive church were
people who got God's power. What is it going to take for this
church to become a praying, loving and witnessing group that
shakes the world for Christ? Let's get back to the basics of
Christianity and start praying like our life depends on it, start loving
like there is no tomorrow, and start witnessing like Christ is going
to return today. If we are true believers, then let's connect with
God's power and light up this world. Amen. 4
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