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What is that in your Hand?
(Exodus 4:2)

And the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” And he said, “A staff”

ne day as Moses was pasturing
Othe flock of Jethro his father-in-
law, he saw a bush actually burning
on the mountain of Hereb, but not
consumed. When he went to
investigate this strange appearance.
God called to him from the midst of
the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!”
Moses answered, “Here | am.” What
moment  of

a  wonderful
communication. In the midst of his
isolated, lonely, and sad position
God called Moses and Moses
responded. God told Moses. Do not
come near here: remove your
sandals from your feet. for the place
on which you are standing is holy
ground™ (Ex. 3:5). God taught
Moses the need for courtesy and
respect, He took care of him by
commanding him not to come to
close, for he would surely die. God
also explained who He was. “T am
the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob™ (Ex. 3:6). When
Moses heard this he covered his
face. He was afraid 1o look at God
because of His awesome glory.
What an exciting blessing to have
direct conversation with God.

Moses had waited over eighty
years for God's revelation of
Himself. His family, friends. and
even fellow countrymen had
rejected him because of his need to
escape from Pharaoh for his life. He
was truly lonely in the desert but
God did not ignore him. Indeed,
God met him at the mountain of
Horeb. He explained to him all the
beautiful things He had planned for
His people. God wanted to give
Maoses a big job—the deliverance of
His people from Egypt! But as
Moses stood before the Lord. he
looked at himself and realized he
had nothing. When we stand at the
foot of the cross, sincerely and
faithfully, we also immediately find

that we are mere sinners. There’s no
room (o be proud. just humble. Like
>aul, we can relate to being the least.

‘When one experiences the glory and
power of Almighty God the
realization of our sinful nature is
illuminated and the reality that God
is everything and we are nothing
without Him is manifested.

As Moses encountered this
situation he said to God, “Who am I,
that I should go to Pharaoh, and that
1 should bring the sons of Israel out
of Egypt” (Ex. 3:11)? Before
meeting God. Moses had pride. He
was a prince. well educated and
physically. socially. and
economically strong. He thought he
could save his people but ended up
killing an Egyptian and having to
flee for his life. Here, before the
Lord, he communicates to God that
he is nothing and totally inept for the
job.  What a  wonderful
communication!

In their interaction. God asked
Moses a question, “What is that in
your hand™ (Ex. 4:2)? Moses
answered, "A staff.” All he had was
a shepherd’s crook. And that’s all
God needed. With Moses” staff God
would show His power and
authority. Pharaoh, the king of
Egypt, would kneel down to Moses.
The Red Sea would part in two and
water would Now from a rock. Do
you believe that a rod could perform
such miracles? On his own, Moses
could not save Israel but with God's
provisions he was enabled.

God asks you what you have in
your hand, and whatever it may be,
He will use it. My dear friend. 1
believe that you have something
better than a rod in your hand. If you
humbly give what you have to the
Lord. He will use it. David had
nothing when he fought the
Phi
He had never used a sword. He had
never been in battle before. All he
had was a stick (see | Sam. 17:40).
But God used that stick to destroy
the head of Israel’s enemy. Look at
Gideon. With trumpets. pitchers. and
torches he conguered Midian. Let us

ne. He had no army trai

ng.

remember that “God has chosen the
foolish things of the world to shame
the wise, and God has chosen the
weak things of the world to shame
the things which are strong™ (1 Cor.
1:27). Amen!

Elijah visited a widow who had
only very small portions of flour and
oil, and yet she fed Elijah for three
vears, During the terrible drought,
she served a servant of the Lord.
What a wonderful sacrifice. What a
wonderful heart that prays, “Lord,
use me with whatever [ have.” God
wants to give you His grace and
love. He wants to use you with
whatever you have. Don’t try to
make things work yourself, just
humbly let go of what you have to
God and He will provide. Naaman,
the Gentile warrior captain, was
plagued with leprosy. His wife's
handmaiden. a little Jewish girl who
had been taken captive, spoke of a
prophet in her home country who
could cure Naaman. Naaman
listened to the little girl and asked his
superior, the king of Aram, if he
could go to Samaria to meet the
prophet the girl had spoken about.
The king allowed his visit and
Naaman got to meet Elisha.

My dear friend. do you believe in
God's ways? Anyone of you. if you
believe, will triumph. Don’t tell me
you don’t have anything! God will

use whatever is in your hand to bring

victory to His name. The Holy Spirit
1l
believers the power to be God's

descended from heaven to give

witnesses, even 1o the remotest part
of the earth (see Acts 1:8). That
applies to you if you're a believer.
It's not my choice. it's God's Word.
Just totally obey. When Jesus went
to the Jerusalem temple he saw rich
people putting their gifts into the

treasury, and he saw one poor
widow deposit two small copper
coins. He said, “Truly I say to you,
this poor widow put in more than all
of them: for they all out of their
surplus put into the offering: but she

out of her poverty put in all that she
had to live on™ (Lk. 21:3&4). Amen!
That’s God's way of accounting.
What do you have? The poor widow
gave everything. God doesn’t count
how much you offer, He counts how
much you have left in your pocket.
He counts what comes from you
heart.

A young boy gave all his lunch
to Jesus. Jesus used the lad’s five
barley loaves and two fish to provide
a nice dinner for 5,000 people (Jn.
6:9). Mary of Bethany poured an
alabaster vial of very costly perfume
over Jesus® head (Mk. 14:3). She
gave all that she had. Dorcas. a
woman abounding with deeds of
kindness and charity died. When
Peter arrived, the widows showed
him all the things she had made
(Acts 9:36&39). All her life she
gave to others. In turn, God used
Peter to bring her back to life. You
can bless others through God's
blessing upon you. Jesus said to the
Smyrna church, “Do not fear what
you are about to suffer. Behold, the
devil is about to cast some of you
into prison. so that you will be
tested, and you will have tribulation
for ten days. Be faithful until death,
and I will give you the crown of life™
(Rv. 2:10).

My dear friend, whatever you
have in your hand you can use for
God’s glory. You can sing. pray for
the pastors and church, be witnesses
at your job. factory, business. or
office. You can share heavenly peace
with those who surround you. You
can offer tithes for the church and
poor. You can do anything. God
wants to use what you have for His
glory. Jesus gave you everything He
had. He did not have anything left
after giving. Look at the cross. Jesus
is asking you what you have in your
hand. Do you want to give Him
something? Let's humbly open our
cars and listen for His wonderful
voice. Amen. i
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