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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE HEART OF NEW LIFE

“5And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.
sl et the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with
psalms [and] hymns [and] spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. "”And whatever you do
in word or deed, [do] all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.”
(Colossians 3:15-17)

ew life belongs to born again Christians. The Bible tells us that a

born again Christian is a person who has been raised up with
Christ, and seeks the things above, where Christ is seated at the right
hand of God (3:1). Are you a born again Christian? Does your heart
search for the things above, or does it look for earthly things? Do not
say you are a Christian if you hold on to the world and pine over its
contents. Today's Bible verses mention what the inside of a born
again heart looks like. They vividly describe the heart of new life.
Jesus said, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he can
not see the kingdom of God"(Jn. 3:3). What is the heart of new life?

In the heart of new life the peace of Christ rules. A Christian heart is
governed by the peace of Christ; “Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be
thankful”(v. 15). The key word here is “rule”. The heart of new life is
bound, interwoven, and joined with Christ's peace, not your own. It
does not matter what kind of condition or circumstance you find
yourself in, a believer believes in the rule of God. You must
understand that God is in control and cares very deeply for you. This
assurance gives you wisdom, encouragement, boldness, guidance,
sustenance, and every kind of provision you need. It brings eternal
deliverance and security. It gives you true life. The peace of Christ is
something only Christ possesses, which is why He is the only one
who can give it to you. What kind of peace do you have? Is it the kind
found in money, family, or work? | see too many silly Christians
asking for and crying over earthly things. The peace of Christ rules the
hearts that obey. If He rules your heart, you will have peace. You are
not born with His peace. It comes through faith and obedience. Jesus
said, “Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to you; not as the
world gives do | give to you"(Jn. 14:27). You have to have the peace
that Jesus gives you, not the peace from the world. Jesus said,
“These things | have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; | have
overcome the world”(Jn. 16:33). So many of today's Christian leaders
teach believers to glorify earthly things; like respect, children, and
financial success. They do not teach the cross. Honestly, without
Christ the world's treasures appear best. If you do not think of Jesus
Christ, earthly things look so important. Romans 5:1 reminds us,
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” God's peace only comes through
Jesus Christ.

In the heart of new life the word of God is rich, “Let the word of
Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with thankfulness in your heart to God"(v. 16). The word of
God becomes the word of Christ in a believers heart. You cannot
understand God without Jesus. John 1 explains that Jesus Christ is
the Word of God, and 2 Thessalonians 3:1 makes clear that the word
of the Lord is Jesus Christ. The word of Christ does not dwell in your

heart automatically or naturally. Your heart does not produce peace by
itself. It houses a bunch of earthly things. Therefore, believers have to
make a dwelling place for the word of Jesus. They have to make
room in their hearts for Jesus by emptying, cleaning, and setting up a
place for Him. This way the word of Jesus can dwell there, “These
words, which | am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when
you lie down and when you rise up”(Dt. 6:6-7). You have to follow this
way, so that God's word can live in your heart, for your heart is always
dwelling earthly things. When you do this, Jesus promises, "If you
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you” (dn. 15:7). We must avoid worldly chatter, for it
leads only to ungodliness. Whenever you think about things without
Jesus it leads you away from God. Remember, “All Scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for training in rightecusness” (2 Tim. 3:16).

In the heart of new life is duty, "Whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to
God the Father"(v. 17). You have a choice concerning your speech
and actions. Christians choose to speak and act by the name of Jesus
Christ, not their own. Jesus commands it! If you want to go to God,
you cannot do it without the name of Jesus. God only listens through
Jesus Christ. He alone is your representative before God. There is no
other name so wonderful or powerful on the face of this planet. No
matter how hard one tries, without Jesus, there is no response from
God. Everything a believer does or asks is done in the name of Jesus
Christ. Luke 24:47 says, "And that repentance for forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem.” John 20:31 says, “but these have been written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that
believing you may have life in His name.” If you believe in Jesus,
then you have great appreciation and thanksgiving to the Lord God,
for He opens all blessings through Him. Jesus really died on the
cross, so that you may have new life and heavenly peace. This is why
believers are duty bound to thank God. The Ged of love becomes a
believer’s Father. Always give thanks upon thanks through Jesus
Christ, no matter what. Colossians 3:23 reminds us, “Whatever you
do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.”
Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do; do all to the glory of
God (see 1 Cor. 10:31). It is your Christian duty to always give thanks
for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father (see Eph. 5:20).

Today is Thanksgiving Sunday. As your heart takes in God's word,
be thankful. Please do not look to the waorld or the things in the world,
but seek the things above. Open your heart to the Lord and make a
special place for Him. Let His peace rule and richly dwell within you.
Amen. H
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