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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

A BELIEVER’S FAMILY

“Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your servant iy husband is
dead, and you know that your servant feared the LORD; and the creditor has come to take my two children to be
his slaves.” ®Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?”

And she said, “Your maidservant has nothing in the house except a jar of 0il.” --- “When the vessels were full,
she said to her son, “Bring me another vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not one vessel more.”

And the oil stopped. "Then she came and told the man of God. And he said,

“Go, sell the oil and pay your debt, and you and your sons can live on the rest.”

(2Kings 4:1~7)

mother's role is very important in the family. Who can

number her responsibilities? When God made woman, He
gave her the tremendous job of bringing children into the world,
“To the woman He said, ‘I will greatly multiply your pain in
childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children; Yet your desire
will be for your husband, And he will rule over you'"(Gen. 3:16).
Mothers around the world are called to love their husbands,
nurture their children, and manage their homes. The daily detail
of such werk is truly beyond measure. Here, in today’s Bible
passage, we find a woman who has not only lost her husband,
but is also about to lose her children. Her already many duties
have now increased and her burdens have become much
heavier. Let’s look at how she handled this dire situation.

This mother knew where to go in the time of her need. Today's
Bible passage tells us, “"Now a certain woman of the wives of
the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, "Your servant my
husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the
Lord; and the creditor has come to take my two children to be
his slaves'"(2Kgs. 4:1). This woman came from a godly family.
She was the wife of a servant of God. Her husband studied
under Elisha, and did not have money. He died early. Even
though she was left with two sons and a difficult financial
situation, she had faith, not fear. The creditors wanted her sons
as payment for her family’s debt. As a believer, she went quickly
to seek God's wisdom and help through Elisha. The blessed are
the ones who know where to go when their family is in need.
Whom do you turn to in times of trouble?

This mother found the answer to her need was right at home.
Today's Bible passage says, “Elisha said to her, “What shall | do
for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?’ And she said,
“Your ‘maidservant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil.’
Then he said, 'Go, borrow vessels at large for yourself from all
your neighbors, even empty vessels; do not get a few. And you
shall ge in and shut the door behind you and your sons, and pour
out into all these vessels, and you shall set aside what is
full'”(2Kgs. 4:2~4). Elisha considered her problem and asked her
a very searching qguestion, “What do you have in the house?"”
This is a very good question for all of us. Most people look for
what they don't have, not realizing what they actually do have,
especially at home. It's important for Christians to maintain a
positive outlook, This woman acknowledged that she had a jar of
oil. What can you acknowledge? Too often | hear people talking

about what they don’t have, like the newest televisions,
computers, cell-phones, or whatever. As believers, we really
need to acknowledge and appreciate what we do have.
Honestly, when you find out what you really do have, that is your
turning point. How long has it been since you counted your
blessings instead of complaining? When are you going to
rediscover the blessings God has already given to you? The
answer for lifting your burden may be right at home. Jesus
taught us to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread”(Mt. 6:11).
Do you actually pray to the Lord for daily bread or do you end up
making, not millionaire, but billionaire requests?

This mother found that the possibilities are unlimited when you
allow God to use what you have. Today's Bible passage says,
"So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her
sons; they were bringing the vessels to her and she poured.
when the vessels were full, she said to her son, 'Bring me
another vessel." And he said to her, ‘There is not one vessel
more.’ And the oil stopped. Then she came and told the man of
God. And he said, ‘Go, sell the oil and pay your debt, and you
and your sons can live on the rest’"(2Kgs. 4:5~7). If this mother
did not have faith, she would never have closed the door. She
asked her two sons to help her, and they must have believed
because they acted. They borrowed as many vessels as they
could. Involving her sons was an act of faith. She sent them out
believing big. Elisha told her not to borrow just a few vessels,
and she communicated this to her sons and her sons listened.
Closing the door had to be a thrilling moment! God took what
she had and multiplied it, filling all the vessels brought to her.
She kept pouring and pouring and pouring. Think about what God
will do with what you have! He took a boy’s lunch of five loaves
and two fish and fed over five thousand people. He used Moses’
rod to part the Red Sea, along with many other miracles. He
used David's sling-shot to bring down Goliath. Whatever you
have is more than enough for God to use my friend. Qur God has
boundless resources; the only limit is in us. Our asking, thinking,
and praying are too small and negative, and our expressions are
way too limited.

My dear friends, if you believe in Jesus Christ as your Savior,
then you and your house are blessed. As a believer, you should
know where to go when trouble comes, you should use what
you have in your house, and you should believe God is unlimited
in blessing you. 4
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