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Sermon for next week

Ch ange Yourself?(]eremiah 13:22-23)

“If you say in your heart, 'Why have these things happened to me?’
Because of the magnitude of your iniquity your skirts have been removed
and your heels have been exposed. ; 7

eremiah pleaded with Judah, “Listen and give heed, do
Jnot be haughty, for the Lord has spoken” (v. 15). But
they didn't listen, “But if you will not listen to it, my soul will
sob in secret for such pride; and my eyes will bitterly weep
and flow down with tears, because the flock of the Lord has
been taken captive” (v. 17). Judah’s pride and arrogance got
in the way. My dear friends, the stubbornness of your heart
will always draw you away from God. The Lord forewarned
Judah that punishment (the Babylonian captivity) would be
the inevitable consequence of her continuance in sin (vv. 20-
| 22). She would be humiliated, “your skirts have been
removed and your heels have been exposed”, by her prideful
behavior. In God's great wisdom He asks prideful people,
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots?”
(v. 23). Every human has to answer “no” to this question.
With this answer in mind, God said, “Then you also can do
good who are accustomed to doing evil” (v. 23). The point is
that if you can’t change your outward nature, you surely can't
change your inward nature. Jeremiah knew this, and he
wanted Judah to know too. He had wept over them, and they
would not listen. Even God's judgments had failed to move
them, so he came to the conclusion that they were beyond
help, and could no more improve than a black man could
become white.

Let's look at the question: “Can the Ethiopian change his
skin or the leopard his spots?” If you ask any person this
question, without even thinking, their immediate reply is “No”.
The outward impossibility of Ethiopians and leopards
changing their own skin color is obvious. Just as plain, is the
inward impossibility of people “accustomed to doing evil”
changing their own character and heart. Can a person, will a
person, change himself? No way! The difficulty in the
sinner’s case is that humans cannot change their own
nature. The Ethiopian or leopard can have their skin washed
or painted, but they cannot change that which is part of
themselves. Such is the inward nature of man. In fact, the
human will is itself diseased by sin. Man cannot do good, for
he has no mind to it, no wish that way. In man’s will lies the
essence of the difficulty; he cannot do what he does not will
to have done. He is morally unable.

Let's look more closely at God’s response to His question;
“Then you also can do good who are accustomed to doing
evil.” Sinners cannot change their nature, for all humans are
born into sin. Over time, their practice in transgression forges
chains, and binds them to evil. The strength of habit
becomes second nature. The pleasures of sin fascinate and
enslave the mind. The appetite for sin gathers intensity from
indulgence in things like drunkenness, covetousness, lying,
and adultery which become a growing force. Their

understanding is blinded and prevents them from seeing the
evil of their ways. Their conscience is drugged into a deep
sleep, out of which they cannot wake-up and see the truth.
The answer that humans cannot change themselves is
supported by many reasons. A sinner can no more renew
himself than an Ethiopian or a leopard can change their
skins.

So, why preach to sinners? It is Christ's command, and
we are bound to obey. Their inability does not hinder our
ministry, for God's power is in His word. Why tell them that it
is their duty to repent? Because it's the truth. A sinner’s
moral inability is no excuse. The law is not to be lowered
because man has grown too evil to keep it. Why even tell
them of this moral inability? To drive them to self-despair and
make them look to Christ. Are you not grateful that God's
word was preached to you?

Here is another question and answer. Can an Ethiopian or
leopard’s skin be changed, or better said, can a sinner be
made anew? The answer is yes! This is a very different
affair and in it lies the door of hope for men. For surely the
Lord can make a black man white. The greatest sinner can
be transformed into a child of God. The grounds for so
believing are many. Consider that all things are possible with
God, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things
are possible” (Mt. 19:26). The Holy Spirit has special power
over the human heart. The Lord Jesus has determined to
work this wonder, and for this purpose He came into this
world, and died, and rose again. “He will save His people
from their sins” (Mt. 1:21). The gospel was prepared with that
end. It does more than change the skin; it affects the head,
the heart, the understanding, the conscience, the motives,
the desires, the hopes, the fears; and through these, the
whole conduct. So, that those who were accustomed to do
evil become expert in doing good. God has made His church
long for such transformation, and prayer has been offered
that they may be changed. Will not the Lord hear us?

Herein lies the hope for the most terrible sinners. Not in
the bath of baptism, nor in the medicine of vows and
pledges, but in His word of power, who does great wonders
of grace. “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things
have come” (2 Cor. 5:17). If you ask today’s Scripture
question to man, the answer is no. But if you ask this
question to the Lord, with your faith, the answer is yes.
That's why without faith you cannot receive God's glory or
give God glory. Do you have faith? Do you hear God's
question of whether an Ethiopian or a leopard can change
their skin? Let us pray, “I cannot, but You can”. 4

AT GOl MEEL Manhew 26:24~298 F P
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