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WHOEVER

“WHOEVER
WILL
CALL UPON
THE NAME OF
THE LORD
WILL BE SAVED.”
(Romans 10:13)

rugH

Sermon for next week

his short and succinct statement sums up the

entire gospel. It reveals the simplicity of God's
grace. Everyone who calls on Jesus Christ will be
saved. Truly, our part is easy! All we have to do is
call on the Lord Jesus, and in turn, He saves us. It's
utterly amazing and absolutely true. As today is
Thanksgiving Sunday, many Christians will give their
once a year thanks to the Lord for things such as
family, food, health, safety, wealth, etc... Sadly, this
limited focus tends to center on earthly blessings.
Thanksgiving concerns the gospel. It's about,
“whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” Let’s concentrate on the heavenly, not
earthly, blessings we receive from the Lord.

The gospel is a heavenly blessing. Even the Old
Testament speaks-clearly about it. There are
numerous references within its pages. In particular,
Isaiah 28:16 tells us, “Therefore thus says the Lord
God, ‘Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone, a tested
stene, a costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly
placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed."”
Here, God promised to bring a foundational, tested,
and costly stone to Zion. Peter, one of Jesus' top
disciples, elaborated the significance of this Old
Testament Bible verse in 1 Pet. 2:4-8. He explained
that Christ is the stone, the living stone, “which has
been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in
the sight of God"(v. 4). He clarified that Christ is the
precious cornerstone, “and he who believes in Him
will not be disappointed”(v. 8). He also mentioned
that for those who disbelieve, Christ is the rejected
stone, "the stone which the builders rejected”(v. 7),
and the stumbling stone, “a rock of offense”(v. 8).
Indeed, the heavenly and precious value of Jesus is
for those who believe, and those who believe call on
His name.

Now, let's go back to Romans 10:18 again,
“Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be
saved”. The most blessed people are those who call
on Jesus. Often times we don't realize just how
blessed we are. Sure, we call Jesus Lord, but do we
really understand how privileged and fortunate we
are? Many times, we forget. We start to lock at
God's blessing with worldly eyes. Today’s Bible verse
clearly brings us to the gospel. [t actually shows us
just how simple salvation is. Calling Jesus' name is
not hard. There's no excuse, no room for evasion on
this matter. An innocent child or uneducated adult
can call Jesus. A poor or sick person can call Jesus.
Isn’t it wonderful that whoever calls on Jesus can
receive heavenly blessings? Isn't that the meaning of
thanksgiving?

The Gospel of Matthew gives a fine example of
what happens when we call on Jesus. As Jesus was
walking on water toward His disciples’ boat, Peter
called out, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to
You on the water”(Mt. 14:28). Jesus said, "Come!”
And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the
water and came toward Jesus. “But seeing the
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink,
he cried out, ‘Lord, save me'“(Mt. 14:30)! Peter just
called the Lord's name, He simply said, “Lord, save
me"“. This is the shortest prayer recorded in the

H759%

Bible, but it is still the gospel. Jesus immediately
stretched out His hand and tock hold of Peter. He
told him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
Don't doubt the gospel because of its simplicity. It's
power comes from the heavenly Lord.

My dear friend, do you know the power of our
Lord? He is all-powerful! He is the Creator Ged.
Have you seen the sun, moon, stars, and clouds in
the sky? Have you seen the waves of the oceans or
the ripples of the rivers? Have you seen the variety of
trees, plants, and flowers on the earth? Our Lord
created all of it. Do you know how He did it? He just
spoke it into existence. He did it with just His words.
This Almighty God loves you. Do you know how
much He loves you? He has given you everything.
All He asks is that you call His name. How wonderful
is that? He has given us the opportunity, like Peter's
body falling in the sea, to call His name and be saved.
This is not a theory or hypothesis to argue or reason
over. This is reality! When you just call from the
bottom of your heart, “Jesus”, when you do just that,
you get the result of the gospel— you get salvation.

The gospel saves humans from the penalty of sin,
which is death. When you call on Jesus, you get
saved from sin, “for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace
through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus“(Rom. 3:23-24). In Christ, we are free from the
penalty of sin and the sting of death. This means that
when you call on Jesus, the outcome of the gospel
will empower you, “But now having been freed from
sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit,
resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal
life”(Rom. 8:22). Jesus not only justifies you at the
throne of God, He also sanctifies you, makes you holy
with His indwelling Holy Spirit. This power of the
gospel brings life, eternal life.

When you call Jesus' name, what is the scope?
The range is “whoever”. In other words, everyone or
all who call on Jesus receive salvation. Paul became
an apostle for the Gentiles, not the Jews. He plainly
said, “For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in
riches for all who ecall on Him”(Rom. 10:12). Amen.
Can you see how simple the gospel is? All you have
to do is call. Do you call on Jesus? Do you realize
how often Christians call upon the names of
presidents, chairpersons, famous people and
institutions, political and religious leaders, doctors and
lawyers, and even friends and family, instead of
Jesus? Please call Jesus only. Paul reminds us, “For
| determined to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified”(1 Cor. 2:2).

Today is a wonderful day. It's Thanksgiving Day.
Family and friends come together to rejoice in
salvation. We all call upon His name. We are free
from the power of sin. Our scope is “whoever”. |
hope that you include the gospel in your thanksgiving,
miaking it the foundation and focal point of your heart.
What wonderful grace God has given us! Let's praise
and worship the Lord, the Grace of God. Let's call on
the name of Jesus! 4
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