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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

| AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

U5 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. ""For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.”(Romans 1:16~17)

hat is the weakest point in today’s church? Regrettably,

the answer is evangelism. Churches have lost their
passion for lost souls. They do not deeply care about lost people;
they are more interested in amazing and beautiful people. Why
are there so few soul winners? Why are so many Christians
ashamed of the gospel? Why do today’s big churches spend the
bigger part of their resources developing programs, systems, and
strategies to entertain and maintain current memberships instead
of on reaching lost souls? Where is your heart in this matter?

The Apostle Paul really loved the gospel. As today's Bible
verses tell us, he was not ashamed of it! He was honored to
share it with others. He told the Corinthians, “For | delivered to
you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried,
and that He was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures.”(1Cor. 15:3~4) At one time Paul had been an enemy
of the gospel, but on the road to Damascus he met Jesus and
believed.(Acts 9:4~5) He went from persecuting Jesus to
“proving that this Jesus in the Christ.” (Acts 9:22) For the rest of
his earthly life Paul evangelized the lost. His goal was to spread
the gospel, “For | determined to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”(1Cor. 2:2) No matter
what situation he found himself in, Paul shared Jesus. Even after
being beaten and jailed, he prayed, sang hymns of praise to God,
and proclaimed the gospel to the jailer.(Acts 16:23~25, 31) Paul
preached Christ's love to just about anybody who would listen.
He stood before the poor, the rich, and the powerful all the while
proclaiming the good news. The status or position of a person
did not matter to Paul, proclaiming the gospel was all that was
important.

Paul delighted in the power of the gospel. He truly understood
that it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes! Wherever the Holy Spirit sent him, he would go
without money. He came to people to preach Christ and heal
their sick. He left believers with great happiness. Too many of
today's religious leaders preach a salvation message different
than the Bible. They think people can be saved by their own
efforts, but this is simply not true. God's word is very clear on
this matter. Salvation comes only to those who believe in Jesus
Christ. Paul's change from a persecutor to a passionate preacher,

from a man of hate to a man of love, could only have happened
through his faith in Jesus. The only way he could live and say, “I
do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that | may become a
fellow partaker of it,” was by the power of God.(1Cor. 8:23)
Acceptance of the gospel changes a person’s nature. 2
Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things
have come.” This gospel makes people hate what they once
loved, and love what they once hated. Jesus Christ has the
power to change anyone, no matter how sinful, into a child of
God. This is what we call amazing grace.

Paul was determined to share the gospel with others. As a
Pharisee, the concept of righteousness was not new to him. He
had thought that righteousness came from the Law, but Jesus
taught him that it cannoet; it can only come through God's grace,
which is Jesus. Paul learned that a righteous man lives by faith,
not the Law. His worldview was turned upside down. His
spiritual eyes realized that in the gospel the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith. The availability of salvation to
all who believe encouraged Paul in his ministry. Sharing the
gospel filled his life with adventure and blessing. He proclaimed,
“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the
same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on
Him; for “whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be
saved.'"(Rom. 10:12~13) Even Peter, speaking to the men of
Israel who crucified Jesus, told them, “And it shall be that
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."(Acts
2:21)

My dear friend, have you received the gospel? Are you sharing
it with others? What are you waiting for? You need to commit
yourself, like Paul, to reaching out to others. Have you
determined to know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified? | ask you now, are you ashamed of the gospel? Is it
difficult for you to proclaim Christ in your home, work
environment, or with your friends? Why is it easier for you to talk
about the weather and world events rather than Jesus? Why are
you so hesitant to stand up for Christ? Do you take delight in the
power of the gospel? If so, then dedicate yourself to proclaiming
Christ to whomever the Holy Spirit sends your way. | truly hope
that you are not ashamed of the gospel. 4
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