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THE TESTIMONY
of
JOHN THE BAPTIST
(JOHN 1:19-34)

part from Jesus Christ, John the Baptist is

probably the most crucial person in the Gospel.
His birth was meticulously recorded in the same
manner as Jesus (Luke 1:5-25). His entrance into the
world was marked by angelic proclamation and
divine intervention (Luke 1:37-80). Although his
formative years were lived in the desert, his public
ministry ended nearly four hundred years of
prophetic silence and paved the way for the Messiah
(Luke 1:80; 3:3-0).
covenant of salvation promised in the Old

His ministry links God' s

Testament to Jesus Christ’s coming in the New
Testament, Without doubt, John is a significant

figure in the salvation history of God,

for the

The central theme of his preaching was, "Repent,
(Matt 3:2).

and ministry marked the ending of the law and the prophets and

kingdom of heaven is near” In essence, his message
proclaimed the inbreaking of the kingdom of God (Matt 11:21;
Luke 16:16), He was called "The Baptist” because his practice was
to baptize with water those who responded to the message and
sincerely repented of their sins (Matt 3:1; Mark 6:14; Luke 7:20).
type of guy who willingly

He was also a no “crowd pleaser”

confronted the hypocrisy of the immorality of the religious
establishment (Matt 3:7; Luke 3
the immorality of Herod and chose to die a martyr’s death rather
7-29).

Jesus acknowledges the central role that John played in God's

:7). He did not hesitate to expose
than compromise his convictions (Matt 14:3-12; Mark 6:1
plan of salvation when He mentions that

(Luke 7:28), Obviously,
John is highly exceptional. The reason he stands out from all other

woman there is no one greater than John"

human beings is because of his testimony, What is his great
testimony? Today's scripture passages point to the answer so that
we can fully apprehend, appreciate, and apply his testimony to our
own Christian faith,

“That is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?'
And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, 'I am not the
Christ’ 19-20).
Christ., The Jews then questioned whether he was Elijah or the
Prophet (vs. 21). At that time many believed that Elijah would
come first, and then the Christ (Matt 11:14: 17:10; Mark 6:15; 9:11;
Luke 9:8). The belief that Elijalh would return and prepare the way

" (vss, John did not hesitate to deny that he was

of the Lord can be traced to Malachi 3:1 and 4:5, Their questioning

of John being the Propher is a failure of their interpretation of

Deuteronomy 18:15 in which the Prophet refers to Christ. John
flatly denied both references to himself (vs, 21). Nevertheless, Jesus
affirmed that Elijah must come first and that he had come in the
person of John the Baptist (Matt 17:11-13; Mark 9:12-13). John
fulfilled Malachi's prophecy in a spiritual sense, rather than in a
literal way.

When they questioned him further as to who he really was,

199746282 ©
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John answered, “I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as Isaiah the prophet said”
(vs. 23). Referring to Isaiah’s prophecy (40:3), John powerfully
mentions that he is just a voice - an instrument of God that cries
out to the world to prepare the way for Christ. After his repeated
emphasis that he was simply a witness to the Light, the Jews
questioned him as to why he was baptizing. John stated that Jesus
was greater than he, and that Jesus had a more powerful ministry
and baptism (vss. 26-27). John fully accepted his subordinate role
to Christ and undersic :ud the power that Christ commanded over
his own,

“The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold,
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"" (vs, 29).
John was the greatest born among women because he had the
privilege of pointing to the Lamb of God. He didn’t just say, “Look
there's Jesus who takes away the sin of the world” but he
specifically referred to Christ as the Lamb of God. History and
prophecy come together in this metaphor. The Passover lamb
(Exod 12:3) symbolizes Christ’s power to take away sin - not just
the sins of Israel but of the whole world! The Messianic prophecy
ol the Lamb of God (Isa 53:7,11) shows that He will suffer and
bear the iniquities of God's children. And the New Testament tells
that with “precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and sportless’
we will be redeemed (1 Peter 1:19), Here is the fruition of John's
preaching!

John's witness to the truth is straight forward, "I have seen
Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon
Him, [ did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in
water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending
and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy
Spirit’ *, John baptized with water, He witnessed firsthand the Spirit
of God tuching Jesus and empowering Him with the capability to
baptize with the Holy Spirit. God specifically spoke to John and
explained to him this remarkable event.

The climax of John's testimony comes when he declares, "I
myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God”
(vs, 34). Wow! John had the privilege not only 1o know who Christ
was but to see Him face to face, He had direct evidence from God
that Jesus was really (absolutely) the Son of God. With this
information, John publicly declares and validates the truth of
Christ’ s presence, position and purpose,

John understood his mission. His heart knew that Christ must
increase while he decreased (John 3:30). His successfulness is
shown by the scripture passages that state, “Many came to Him
and were saying, "While John performed no sign, yet everything
John said about this man was true,” Many believed in Him there”
(John 10:41-42). The Jewish people testified that John's witness
was exactly right and the result was that many were saved,

John's job was to testity and point to Jesus Christ as the Lamb
of God, Our job as Christians is absolutely the same! We must keep
the eternal and not the temporal things close to our heart, Our
opinions regarding Christian ethics and morals is inappropriate.
The Christian world today wastes its precious time and resources
preaching and teaching on what's good and bad or what's right
and wrong for society. They miss the point and the opportunity to
serve Christ,

As servants of God we must review John's heart and
concentrate all our efforts to preaching, teaching, or witnessing to
Jesus Christ - The Lamb of God! The consequences for error is an
eternal curse, Jesus' death and resurrection is what everything is
about, The cross is the starting and ending point for our Christian
lives. There s no in between, perhaps, or other place we can go to
receive God's grace. Jesus Christ is real and He is the Lamb of
God, Qur testimony should reflect John's testimony in that we
always point to the Lamb of God as our Lord and Savior - the Son
of God,
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