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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE REAL DIFFERENCE

“YBut we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep,
so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. -
" Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
" Therefore comfort one another with these words. (1Thessalonians 4:13~18)

eath is a difficult problem that has plagued human history from the
Dstart, and will continue to plague human history until its end. It is a
reality that everyone must face. No one can escape its grasp. The subject
of death can be very unpleasant for most people, whether they're
Christians or not. When death takes a loved one, its wounds are deep.
Today's Bible passage provides relief for such pain. This text talks about
the resurrection of the dead, and the return of Jesus Christ, “Therefore
comfort one another with these words”(1Thes. 4:18). Whoever
understands this powerful message will not be discouraged, and whoever
believes in this powerful message will be comforted. Let's examine the
real difference between the death of Christians and the death of everyone
else.

The real difference is between having hope and having no hope. Today's
Bible passage begins, “But we do not want you to be uninformed,
brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the
rest who have no hope”(1Thes. 4:13). Believers have hope in being
resurrected to heaven after death. Unbelievers have no hope in being
resurrected to heaven after death. When a beloved believer dies, the Bible
clearly promises their resurrection. Surely, death brings sorrow for those
who remain behind, but even in this temporary sorrow there is wonderful
hope for believers. Some people think Christians don't sorrow, but that is
simply not true. Christians grieve the loss of loved ones just as Jesus was
deeply moved in spirit and wept over His beloved Lazarus' grave (Jn.
11:33~35). There is a real difference in sorrow felt by Christians. We have
the promise of God; we have the hope of better things to come.
2Corinthians 5:6~8 say, “Therefore, being always of good courage, and
knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the
Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight—we are of good courage, | say,
and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the
Lord.” When we depart this earth, we arrive at our eternal home with
Jesus. Those who placed their faith in Jesus, and whom we loved here on
earth, we will see again. This world has no such kind of hope. What a
difference!

The real difference is between believing and not believing. Today’s Bible
verses say, “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say
to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep”(1Thes.
4:14~15). The certainty of the Christian's resurrection is based on the fact
of Christ's resurrection. Faith in Jesus Christ brings hope. To believe and
trust in Jesus is more than mere intellectual agreement. Romans 10:10
says, “for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and
with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” Knowing Jesus
brings life-changing, life-saving, life-giving results. Apart from receiving
Christ by faith, no one has even the slightest bit of hope. There's no doubt
for everyone who has let Jesus Christ become their personal Savior. What
a difference!

The real difference is between the first and second resurrection. Today's
Bible verses say, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of Ged, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we shall always be with the Lord“(1Thes. 4:16~17). When Jesus Christ
returns in the air, the dead in Christ will rise first and the remaining living in
Christ next. All believers will receive new bodies, whole new bodies, at
that time, “So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable
body, it is raised an imperishable body”(1Cor. 15:42). A believer's
resurrected body will be like Christ's, “As is the earthy, so also are those
who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are
heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear
the image of the heavenly”(1Cor. 15:48~49). We will be like Jesus,
“Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet
what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him,
because we will see Him just as He is”(1Jn. 3:2). The first resurrection will
make all believers like Jesus, but the second resurrection will bring eternal
death for all unbelievers. Revelation 20:6 says, “Blessed and holy is the
one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death
has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with Him for a thousand years.” After the thousand years, the Bible says,
“When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his
prisan, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war;
the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. And they came up on
the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And
the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever. Then | saw a great white throne
and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled
away, and no place was found for them. And | saw the dead, the great and
the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were
judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their
deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and
Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every
one of them according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the lake of fire"(Rev. 20:7~15). Everyone will be resurrected, believers
for the blessing and unbelievers for the curse. What a difference!

My dear friends, faith in Christ makes a real difference. Jesus is the only
one who can give us the hope and blessed assurance of heaven. Do you
truly accept the difference between believing in Jesus and not believing in
Jesus? Does the fear of God open your eyes to the first and second
resurrection? Please stop goofing around with your life, and start taking
Jesus seriously. Eternal torment, eternal damnation, and eternal separation
from God will happen to everyone who doesn't receive Jesus as their Lord
and Savior before their death. Every human on the face of this planet has a
purpose, which is to glorify God through their faith in Jesus Christ. This is
real. This is the truth whether you like it or not. You are going to die one
way or another, so if you want to wakeup with Jesus in heaven, you better
have faith in Him now. Amen. d
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