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Sermon for Next Sunda

CLEAN FEET

@ Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands,
and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God, “got up from supper,
and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself. --- "9“Truly, truly, I say to you,
a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.
“If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”
(John 13:3~17)

esus’ time had come, “Now before the Feast of the Passover,

Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart
out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in
the world, He loved them to the end”(Jn. 13:1). After roughly
thirty-three and a half years of living as a human being it was time
for Jesus to depart this earth. This was the time for which He was
born. This was the time that the wickedness of humanity reached
a climax. The plot for His betrayal was underway. Judas had
decided to sell the Savior. His disciples would soon abandon Him.
Jesus knew all these terrible things and more lay ahead, yet He
still continued to love His disciples. During this painful and sad
time He instructed His disciples on crucial issues, like forgiveness
as described in today’s Bible passage.

The Savior took a servant position, “Jesus, knowing that the
Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come
forth from God and was going back to God, got up from supper,
and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded
Himself. Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He
was girded” (Jn. 13:3~5). Jesus didn't request the best treatment,
but rather chose to serve while eating. He didn’t act like a special
guest. He acted like a servant by laying aside His garments and
washing the disciple’s feet. His position with God before coming
to earth afforded Him all praise from the angels. He humbled
Himself in leaving heaven to come to earth. He humbled Himself
even more by coming to serve. At His last supper, He bent down
to clean the feet of those He loved, He continues to wash away
the filth of sin for those He loves, “Or do you not krow that the
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of
God. Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and in the Spirit of our God"(1 Cor. 6:9~11). What great
love! The water symbolizes the Word of God, and only Jesus can
administer its washing away of sin (Eph. 5:25~27). God's Word
keeps us clean day by day.

Peter protested over Jesus cleaning His feet, “So He came to
Simon Peter. He said to Him, ‘Lord, do You wash my feet?" Jesus
answered and said to him, ‘What | do you do not realize now, but
you will understand hereafter.’ Peter said to Him, ‘Never shall You
wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, 'If | do not wash you, you

have no part with Me." Simen Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, then wash
not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.' Jesus said to
him, ‘He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is
completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” For He
knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said,
‘Not all of you are clean.””(Jn. 13:6~11). Peter thought he could
clean-up his own life. How often do we mistakenly think we know
what we're doing? Trying to make things right on our own is a
hopeless task. Peter soon learned how hopeless after he boasted
in Christ and then flatly denied Him three times. The ritual of
washing feet does not bring salvation, only Christ can cleanse sin.
In today's world a lot of churches tell people that if they do this or
that then their sins will be forgiven, but this is simply not true. We
are washed at salvation, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds
which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit"(Tit. 3:5). Salvation is God's gracious gift, not a reward
earned by man for man’s worthwhile acts. In our spiritual life as
Christians our feet get dirty walking around, but we need only
confess our sins to be entirely clean again.

The call to all is to have Jesus wash your feet, and the call to all
believers is to wash one another's feet, “So when He had washed
their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again,
He said to them, ‘Do you know what | have done to you? You call
Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so | am. If | then, the
Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another's feet. For | gave you an example that you also should
do as | did to you. Truly, truly, | say to you, a slave is not greater
than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who
sent him. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do
them'”(Jn. 13:12~17). As Christians, we ought to forgive each
other. We ought to be humble. We ought to be very careful in
applying the Bible to others. Are you like Jesus when it comes to
washing another’'s feet or are you more concerned about
impressing others? Do you take the time to help others keep their
faith clean?

My dear friends, Jesus knew all the terrible things that His
disciples and others were going to do to Him, yet He still loved
them. Jesus is calling you to humble service. He is calling you to a
clean walk in life. Only Jesus can keep us clean in this filthy world.
Are you willing to serve like Jesus? Today is the fourth Sunday
following Easter and | want to challenge you to keep Jesus'
command to love and forgive others, just like He did. Amen. d
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