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OWhen Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth.
“After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. ---
“And after he became the father of Lamech, Methuselah lived 782 years and had other sons and daughters.
#Altogether, Methuselah lived 969 years, and then he died.
(Genesis 5:3~27)

n today's Bible verses we find the first account of human beings

naturally dying. After Adam and Eve were kicked out of the Garden
of Eden death entered the world. No one died in the Garden of Eden,
but everyone outside its guarded gates dies. No one can live forever
on this earth. We all walk through the cemetery outside of Eden.
Even though God made Adam who we consider to have lived a long
time, he stiil died. He was the one who made the first cemetery, and
all his descendants must go there also. Each person born is appointed
to die, "Just as man is destined to die once"(Heb. 9:27). Reading
through this particular chapter is sad, but it also offers hope. In
between the various death notices we find a man who walked with
God and God took. The Word of God gives us the good news of
eternal life, even in this chapter.

Death is certain. Adam, the very first human being, lived 930 years
and then died (Gen 5:5), his son Seth lived 912 years and then died

(Gen 5:8), Seth’s son Enosh lived 905 years and then died (Gen 5:11),.

and the longest living human being, Methuselah, lived 969 years and
then died (Gen 5:27). Why did they all die? Why do we have to die?
God said, “And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to
eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely
die’"(Gen. 2:16~17). God never lies! Satan tempted Adam and Eve to
doubt God's word. ““You will not surely die." the serpent said to the
woman. ‘For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil'"(Gen.
3:4~5). Satan is the liar. Sadly, Adam and Eve did not trust God's
word, and the result was death. Death is a curse from God because
of His promise. The very first naturally born children were Cain and
Abel. Abel was the first human being to die early. He died from his
brother's hand, not naturally (Gen. 4:8). The consequences of sin are
horrific and deadly, but God has given us a gift of eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:23). If you don't prepare in death by accepting
God's gift, you can't prepare after.

Life is certainly not perfect. Just look at your life and you can be
sure it's not perfect. Everyone dies at different times. Too many
people think they are going to die later rather than sooner, and put off
becoming a Christian. The fact is you don’t know if you're going to die
today, tomorrow, or later. Abel died early. Peter said, “For, ‘All men
are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands
forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you”(1 Pet.
1:24~25), James said, “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow
we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business
and make money." Why, you do not even know what will happen
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little
while and then vanishes. Instead, you cught to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s
will we will live and do this or that." As it is, you boast and brag. All

such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to
do and doesn’t do it, sins"“(Jam. 4:13~17). When you get old you will
surely die, but even babies and young children die. Solomon, the
wisest of men, said, “Remember your Creator in the days of your
youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach when
you will say, 'l find no pleasure in them’”(Ecc. 12:1). Even Jesus
reminded His listeners of the importance of salvation today when he:
told of how the fool rich man said to himself, “You have plenty of
good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be
merry.” God told the poor rich man, "You fool! This very night your
life will be demanded from you”{Lk. 12:19~20). This man wasn’t
prepared. He was wise in earthly things, but he was a fool for eternal
things

Eternal life is certain for some. There are a lot of cemetery markers
in today’s verses, but there’s one person without, “When Enoch had
lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. And after he
became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with Ged 300 years
and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years.
Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took
him away"(Gen 5:21~24), What a lovely statement! Enoch walked
through the cemetery, but he was different than other people
because he walked with God. In this life, we must walk by faith, If
you walk through the cemetery with faith you are going to be a new
creature, “We live by faith, not by sight. Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”(2
Cor. 5:7,17). So now your body is better than Adam’s. Adam walked
with his own knowledge, but you can walk by faith. “For it is by grace
you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast”(Eph.
2:8~9). Faith gives us salvation and allows us to have eternal life. Do
you walk with Jesus Christ by faith in this cemetery? If you don't,
you're in eternal trouble because the Bible clearly says, “He who has
the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have
life. | write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God so that you may know that you have eternal life”(1 Jn. 5:12~13).

My dear friends, take a moment and examine your cemetery
surroundings. Everyone around you thinks they're great and they're
proud of their accomplishments. They try and show you how happy
they are, but be honest with yourself. We all walk through the
cemetery, but there is hope. God loves you and He gave His only
begotten Son so that whoever believes in Him shall not die but
receive eternal life. If you accept God's gift by faith, He will walk with
you and you will have eternal life. | love today's Bible verses. It looks.
like there's no hope, but God walks with people. Are you going to
walk with God through your faith in Jesus Christ or are you going to
follow your own way? Please open your heart to hear the Word of
God and walk through the cemetery with Him. Amen. d
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