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Three big messages are contained in the resurrection. The first message is,
as we all know well, the fact that Jesus triumphed over death. "This man was
handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you,
with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.
But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, be-
cause it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him."(Ac 2:23-24). The
Apostle Peter expressed briefly and outstandingly the resurrection as 'God
freed him from the agony of death’ The Bible says the passion and death of
Jesus were accomplished according to God's set purpose, and because Jesus
could not be tied to death, God freed him from death. This is the most funda-
mental message about Jesus' resurrection.

The second message about the resurrection is related to where the resur-
rected Jesus is and what he is doing. The Bible says the resurrected Jesus is
seated on the heavenly throne, that is, at the right hand of God. Since Jesus
reigns from the throne which was entirely entrusted to him by God and re-
turns, Jesus means Jesus who shall come again' Jesus' disciples preached Jesus'
resurrection whenever opportunities were given to them. According to Acts 17,
Paul explained God to people in Athens, a city of philosophy at that time. "For
he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the
dead. When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them
sneered, but others said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.”’(Ac 17:31-
32). Paul talked clearly God wants to give us life, breath, and everything in the
world, and that He is the sovereign Lord who sets the boundaries of the world.
Above all, he proclaimed God is the judge, and that the resurrection is pre-
pared for the Day of Judgement. However, when he ministered continuously
in same place like Ephesus and Rome, the subject of Paul's sermons changed
from resurrection to the Heavenly Kingdom of God. "Paul entered the syna-
gogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about
the kingdom of God."(Ac 19:8), "For two whole years Paul stayed there in his
own rented house and welcomed all who came to see him. He proclaimed the
kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ-with all boldness and
without hindrance!"(Ac 28:30-31). The Kingdom of God which Paul taught
implies the rule of God. If you believe in God's sovereign rule, your faith will
be different. You believe in Jesus who was not swayed by small things, over-
came the power of death, and is reigning from the throne of heaven, and also
you can go toward the resurrection faith which leads you to live under His
sovereignty. The author of the book titled The End of the Christian Life,
which I read during the passion week, continued homeless care ministries for
5 years while he was studying to receive doctoral degree and came to be sick
with incurable disease(Multiple Myeloma) in his thirties. The author confesses
a deadlocked situation like 'Sheol's' in the process of preparing to become a
scholar was the process of being transferred to where the presence of God is. I
believe that the principle of Medieval monks the author mentioned, Tong for
the eternal life with all your soul and at the same time keep death in front of
your eyes every day, is just the way of life that God-ruled people should ob-
serve. I hope you recognize the sovereignty of God, and that even when you
seem to be tied to Sheol, you will have resurrection faith through which you

can confess following the Lord.

The third message of the resurrection is the mission command. The resur-
rection is directly related to the mission. "After the Sabbath, at dawn on the
first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the
tomb." (Mt 28:1). Women went to see the tomb on the first day after Jesus' rest,
met and worshipped the resurrected Jesus. "So the soldiers took the money
and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated
among the Jews to this very day.'(v.15). Jewish leaders including the high priest

Sermon in English Translation

Make Disciples of

Christ through Resurrection
(Matthew 28:8-20)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

Caiaphas bribed the soldiers to cover up the resurrection of Jesus and let them
spread the news that Jesus' disciples stole Jesus' body. However, the fact that
Caiaphas bribed the soldiers also spread together. It's because the resurrection
of Jesus is not only historical fact but also a telltale truth. The Bible records in
1Corinthians 15 those who met the resurrected Jesus. "Then the eleven disci-
ples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted."(vs 16-17). Our Bible
translates when eleven disciples met Jesus, 'some doubted., however, if we
keep the meaning of the original language intact, it is likely to be "There is
some one who is hesitant), or "There is still a man of little faith!. "Then Jesus
came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me."(v.18) Jesus gave the mission command to those who are hesitant and
those who have little faith. Jesus ordered that now, you saw the resurrection,
so that you do not hesitate and become the one who joins the mission work.
It's because the definitive victory of the resurrected Jesus is contained in the
mission work. Moreover, since the mission work is the work performed by all
the power of heaven and earth that Jesus has, the mission work is related to

resurrection.

Celebrating the 70th anniversary of the foundation of our church, the mis-
sion conference will begin on Thursday this week. I cannot say too much how
happy I am. Preparing for the mission conference and looking back to seven-
ty-year history of mission works of Choong Hyun Church from the personal
perspective, I chose two constituents for which I am most thankful. The first
one is to have ignited a mission movement in Korea, focusing on the mission
for North Korea. I thought it was truly grateful. The second one is to have dis-
covered, trained, and established local leaders. I am convinced that God is
pleased with the strategic mission that local leaders lead churches in their own
countries. I am really grateful to all the Lord's workers who have worked hard
and dedicated themselves to this ministry. In this mission conference, we are
going to invite 12 local leaders to have precious time with them for mission
works for one week. When the preparation team planned and requested the
mission conference, I replied, “That's good! But, let’s do it immediately after
Easter Sunday.” It's because resurrection and mission are in the relationship
which is not possible to be disconnected despite our efforts. In Matthew, Jesus
at the highest apex after his resurrection gave the challenge of the mission. He
commanded to us, 'Go but do not preach the gospel fruitlessly, make disci-
ples. Let the disciples be baptized and keep them to do what has been com-
manded to you, and create disciples who achieve growth, maturity, and sanc-
tification. What I deeply adore in the tradition of our church is the fact that
there are many 'disciples' who have led a life of faith for a long. There are lots
of cases that those who grew up in the church schools become ordained dea-
cons, elders and senior deaconesses. It is an important asset of our church.
The mission is the same. Unlike Judaism arrogantly saying, “I will teach you
when I come.”, we must directly go and preach the gospel and make disciples.
It is because of the command of the resurrected Jesus. Jesus promised to be
with those who strive to preach Jesus more widely to the very end of the age.
That's why the message of resurrection cannot but be closely related to the
mission. I will summarize my words. The Mission is the commission given
not to those who have perfect faith but to those who still have the hesitation
in their faith. He proclaimed that they would have the confidence in faith
through the mission works. I bless in the name of the Lord that all of our
Choong Hyun family who has received the message of resurrection will have
time to confirm the resurrection faith given to us is more truthful and blessed
through the mission conference beginning this week.
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