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| sermon for Next Sunday |

WHO IS THIS MAN?

“90n that day, when evening came, He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side.”

L eaving the crowd, they took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other boats
were with Him. - “And He said to them, “Why are you afraid? How is it that you have no
Jaith?” “They became very much afraid and said to one another,

“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?”

(Mark 4:35~41)

-fter a long and hard day of work, Jesus invited His

disciples to travel with Him to the other side of the Sea
of Galilee. He had spent the day sitting in a boat preaching to
a very, very large group that had gathered to hear Him. There
were so many people crowding around Him that He was
forced to sit in a boat along the seashore in order to preach.
That day He revealed the mysteries of the kingdom of God
through the parables of the sower, the lamp, the seed
growing gradually, and the mustard seed. When He had finally
finished preaching, He was tired. As He and His disciples
traveled across the Sea of Galilee, He slept on the boat, and
then a miracle took place, which caused His disciples to
seriously wonder what kind of man they were with.

The disciples were with a man who invited them to travel
along with Him. Jesus said to them, “Let us go over to the
other side, " (v. 35) and leaving the crowd, the disciples "took
Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and other
boats were with Him."(v. 36) He promised His fellowship on
this journey to the other side, which meant they would arrive
safely. How like the Christian life this is! Jesus invites us to
travel with Him to heaven. We are often weary, but can rest
assured in His Word that we will arrive safely. As we travel
with Him toward heaven, many people think that the way will
be smooth, happy, and full of glory. This is simply not true!
Indeed, Jesus is the Master, but life’s journey is just like this
boat ride the disciples took with Jesus.

The disciples were with a man who would be with them
through the storm. As they sailed across the waters,
there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the waves were
breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already
filling up.”(v. 37) What a great storm it must have been! The
high winds, heavy waves, tumultuous rocking, and powerful
lightening demonstrated the devastating upheaval of nature.
It was not always like this. Before the fall of man, the earth
was at peace, but after the fall of man, the earth groans and
suffers. (Rom. 8:22) Thankfully, Jesus is the man who is with
us through all the storms of life. Even though we obey His
commands, we will face persecution. Sometimes God reveals
the reason for the storm. Jonah's storm was to bring him

back from backsliding. Paul's storm was to open new doors
of witness. The disciple’s storm was to test their faith. No
matter what the reason for a storm, Jesus will be with us no
matter what.

The disciples were with a man who was up for the
occasion, “Jesus Himself was in the stern, asleep on the
cushion; and they woke Him and said to Him, ‘Teacher, do
You not care that we are perishing?’ And He got up and
rebuked the wind and said to the sea, 'Hush, be still." And the
wind died down and it became perfectly calm. And He said to
them, ‘Why are you afraid? How is it that you have no
faith?'"(vv. 38~40) Jesus cares. No matter what the situation
looks like, Jesus knows what is going on. lsaiah 40:28
reminds us, “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The
Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is
inscrutable.” Jesus knows our needs, "For we do not have a
high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin.”(Heb. 4:15) Although He is God, His body was
human, “who, although He existed in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men.”(Phil. 2:6~7) This
wonderful Jesus loves you. He died for you and conquered
death, so that you could live eternally. When troubles come
you can trust Him completely. He will always take care of
you.

Upon Jesus’ words, the waves ceased, the sea flattened,
the moon broke through the clouds, and the only sounds
were the slight movements of the boat and the swift beating
of the disciples’ hearts. In the calm of this night, the disciples
became very much afraid and said to one another, “Who then
is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?"(v. 41) This
is Jesus, the Son of God, our Savior, Master, and Redeemer!
He feeds us eternal food. He calms our storms and gives us
His peace, the kind of peace that passes all understanding.
When the storms of life hit, please do not worry or be afraid.
Practice your faith and all will be well. Amen. l§
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