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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

GOD IS MAKING NEW THINGS

“159“T am the LORD, your Holy One, The Creator of Israel, your King. " "Thus says the LORD; Who makes a way
through the sea And a path through the mighty waters, ""'Who brings forth the chariot and the horse, The army and the
mighty man (They will lie down together [and] not rise again; They have been quenched [and] extinguished like a
wick): *® “Do not call to mind the former things, Or ponder things of the past. ™ “Behold, I will do something new, Now
it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert.”
(Isaiah 43:15-19)

“Behold, | will do something new, now it will spring forth; will you
not be aware of it"(v. 19)? There is excitement in knowing that God
is going to do something new. The God who says, “I am the Lord,
your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King,” is the one who
actually makes new things (v. 15). Our church needs to hear this
message because we need God to change us and make new
things. Over the past two thousand years. the universal church has
experienced many changes, some negative and some positive. The
good changes came and still come from biblical values, and the bad
changes happened and still happen because of human values.
When people look to methods, church politics, or what their pastor,
elders, ministry staff, and congregation members want concerning
changes within the church, trouble abounds. Many churches
worldwide are changing their worship programs, music styles, and
fellowship patterns based on what is popular or conventional. Their
human centered decisions result in people thinking the church is
theirs, not the body of Christ. The church highlights human talent,
and thus loses its spiritual power. |salah heard God's message,
“Behold | will do something new" but he did not know what God
was going to do. He just followed God, and did what God wanted.

If you want to follow God and let Him make new things happen,
then you need to let go of the past. The first step toward
experiencing something new with God is freeing yourself from the
things that happened before. Remembering the past is an integral
part of your faith and worship, but not holding on to it. Israel
recalled their Red Sea experience, “Thus says the Lord, who makes
a way through the sea and a path through the mighty waters, who
brings forth the chariot and the horse, the army and the mighty man
(they will lie down together and not rise again; they have been
quenched and extinguished like a wick)"(v. 16). God allowed Israel
to cross the Red Sea, but Pharaoh's mighty army drowned. God
always fulfills His promises. My dear friend, new things always start
from the past. When you remember what God did for you before, it
excites your heart and strengthens your faith. God is always faithful.
He always gives hope for the future. Israel had evidence, and so do
you. When you look back, you can see God's work in your life.

Too many people hold on to the past, making it impossible to
move forward. You must head toward the future, “Do not call to
mind the former things, or ponder things of the past”(v. 18). You
need to repent and start your future. Do not go back to the past.
You can remember the past, but you cannot hold on to it. You need
to let go and move forward. God will give you an exciting future of
new things. You need the Old Testament and New Testament to

practice your faith for the kingdom of heaven. As such, do not
ignore the past, or be satisfied with it and stay there. You have to
head toward new frontiers every day because God has a plan for
you. Today is the day you can start new. If you have faith, you will
have great expectations because God is a Holy God, Creator God,
King of Kings. The more you expect the more blessings of new life
you will receive. Hebrews 11:8&10 say, "By faith Abraham, when
he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to
receive for an inheritance; and he werit out, not knowing where he
was going... for he was looking for the city which has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God.” During his earthly life,
Abraham did not live in that house, but he always moved forward in
faith. As a believer, you must anticipate new things. God calls His
people to turn away from the past, and with eyes of faith look
forward to what He will do next. You need to face forward and start
moving. - .

Your life is God's purpose. You seek Him with your faith.
Ultimately, it is an issue of trust. Do you trust God? Do you allow
God or yourself to direct and maintain your life? Do you want God
to control and determine the future of this church? So often
churches spend enormous time investigating programs, activities,
and objectives that they want to see the church pursue. They
present their ideas and discuss all possible ramifications, both good
and bad, when the truth of the matter is that they should focus
more time on corporate prayer. Choong Hyun needs to seek God's
will together. Do we pray for Him to bless only this church ministry
or to show us new directions that will challenge us and stimulate us
to rely more on Jesus Christ? Please, let us pray for Jesus to give
us new experiences, especially God's grace, and more
understanding in the power of His blood.

| hope this church derives its source of power from Jesus Christ.
This is our reality, eternal life, prayer, praise, worship, mission, love
inside for each other and outside for our neighbors. This is the
future. Individually and corporately, we have to trust God because
He wants us to do His work. Without denying yourself, you cannot
do it. Focus on Jesus, trust only God, deny yourself, and this church
will do Ged's new things. Are you excited? Look at yourself. You are
selfish and sinful. You have no talent, but Holy God cleanses you
with the blood of Christ and makes you His own child, so that He
can do new things through you. My friend, this is only possible if
you trust Him. Do you trust Him to make new things in you and in
this church? On this fifth Sunday of Lent, remember Jesus' walk to
the cross, and trust Him with all things new. Amen. i
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