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Sermon for Next Sunda

LORD’S SUPPE

R & PASSOVER

When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him.
And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; -
" And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying,
“This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” “"And in the same way He took

the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which

is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.

(Luke 22:14~20)

esus told His disciples, “| have earnestly desired to eat this
J Passover with you before | suffer”(Lk. 22:15). Jesus really
wanted to share this special supper with His disciples because
He was going to use the occasion to make the Passover His
own event. The rituals of Passover and the Lord’s Supper share
a common theme of eating and drinking. Even the subject
matter of the offering of a lamb is similar. Passover required an
unblemished male lamb, and the Lord's Supper requires the
sinless Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. John the Baptist declared
when He saw Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God!"(Jn. 1:36).
Paul also stated, "For Christ our Passover also has been
sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5:7). Most certainly Peter understood the
significance of Christ’s unique sinless nature when he said, “but
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ”(1 Pet. 1:19). Jesus sat at the Passover dinner
with His disciples before taking the cross and blessed them with
the knowledge of God's salvation plan in Him.

In the Old Testament, the Jewish church had to slaughter a
lamb for each household and place its blood around the frame of
their home's entrance. Every congregation member was
required to do this, “Speak to all the congregation of Israel,
saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a
lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a
lamb for each household”(Ex. 12:3). They were required to eat
the lamb hurriedly, "Now you shall eat it in this manner: with
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in
your hand; and you shall eat it in haste—it is the Lord's
Passover” (Ex. 12:11). This special dinner was so important for
their salvation, "The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you live; and when | see the blood | will pass over you,
and no plague will befall you to destroy you when | strike the
land of Egypt”(Ex. 12:13). God's judgment would befall all who
did not apply the lamb's blood. This wonderful salvation was to
be remembered, “When you enter the land which the Lord will
give you, as He has promised, you shall observe this rite. And
when your children say to you, '"What does this rite mean to
you?' you shall say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice to the Lord who
passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He
smote the Egyptians, but spared our homes'” (Ex. 12:25~27).
The Christian church now remembers the meaning of Christ’s
death, resurrection, and return as necessary for their salvation
from eternal death to eternal life.

After God saved Israel, He required that along with Israel only

the circumcised may participate in the Passover meal, “but
every man's slave purchased with money, after you have
circumcised him, then he may eat of it. A sojourner or a hired
servant shall not eat of it. It is to be eaten in a single house; you
are not to bring forth any of the flesh outside of the house, nor
are you to break any bone of it. All the congregation of Israel are
to celebrate this. But if a stranger sojourns with you, and
celebrates the Passover to the Lord, let all his males be
circumcised, and then let him come near to celebrate it; and he
shall be like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person
may eat of it. The same law shall apply to the native as to the
stranger who sojourns among you"(Ex. 12:44~49). The Passover
was a very important ritual that was observed three times a year
(Deut. 16:16), and opened to those who wanted to worship the
Lord God. After Christ's sacrificial death the Passover changed
to the Lord’s Supper, “for | say to you, | shall never again eat it
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God"(Lk. 22:16). Only those
who have placed their faith in Christ may participate.

Jesus Christ implemented a new dinner, “And when He had
taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
them, saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of Me." And in the same way He tock the cup
after they had eaten, saying, 'This cup which is poured out for
you is the new covenant in My blood”(Lk. 22: 19~20). So now,
we take the bread and cup in remembrance of Jesus because
He asks us to, “For | received from the Lord that which | also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He
was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me'"(1 Cor. 11:23~24). All God’s people find
salvation in Jesus Christ.

If you ask a Jewish believer what their most important
religious day is, most will answer Passover because it was the
day they were set free. Today the most important religious day
is the Lord's Supper because it is something Jesus asked us to
do. Not only that, whenever we eat and drink at the Lord's Table
we proclaim His death, "For as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes”(1
Cor. 11:26). What does this mean? It means Jesus is coming
again. He's alive and going to return to take us home with Him
so that we can have a great Passover meal in heaven. Are you
excited? Please come now and join in the Lord's Supper.
Amen. {
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